












An-. , 


V 


I^W • • 


rfc*- 


f - • 
%&*£? - 
Be.-. 

w; 

if 

4 

Ar . 

* W-V 

V«* r • 


0U-* 


fe. 
?*• 

.W&feK^ 

tera* ' 


«prf i ' 

fc 

&gc - 
P^*-- 


UNHCR protests lUridd) runs over Iraq 

2®^ (A S5 “ The U -N* high commissioner for 
afogees has told Turkey 10 slop sending its warplanes on 

em Iraq, a UNHCR spokesman said Friday. Four Turkish 
jrtjganes overflew the Atroush camp, run by the 

C ^ U ^f^^, and fired *« rockers, four of which 
fended made the ferility that shelters 14,000 people. The 
IIN. refuse agency lodged a swift protest, but mms Turk- 
ish aircraft buzzed the camp on Wednesday and Thursday, 
spoassmn Ron Redmond said. “We urge the Turkish 
authorities to put an end to these intimidatory incidents 
before a serious accident occurs,” he said. The Turkish gov- 
enunent has been ai war for 12 years with the Kurdish 

Labour Party, whose guerrillas are fighting to create a sep- 
arate homeland in the southeast, usin g northern Iraq as a 
rear base. 
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UN. warns Libya over sanctions violation 

UNITED NATIONS CAP) — The Security Council on Fri- 
day declared dial Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi’s trip 
to Cairo last month violated UN. sanctions and warned 
that it may tighten measures against Libya if he breaks 
them a gain The United Nations banned air travel to and 
from Libya in 1992 to pressure it to hand over two Libyans 
wanted in die 1988 bombing of Pan Am flight 103 over 
Lockerbie. Scotland that killed 270 people. Colonel Qad- 
hafi ignored the sanctions and flew to Cairo, on June 22 to 
anend a summit of Arab leaders. Following a complaint by 
the United States, the council’s sanctions committee said 
CoL Qadhafi's trip constituted a serious violation of the 
sanctions. The committee also threatened to “make rec- 
ommendations to the Security Council on ways to increase 
the effectiveness of the measures” if the Libyans commit 
.further violations. 
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Samerai says Iraq hiding more 
missiles, biological weapons 

Security Council extends 
Iraq sanctions for 60 days 


UNTIED NATIONS 
(Agencies) — Economic 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 
since its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait were retained intact 
cm Friday after the Security 
Council conducted a routine 
60-day review of the wide- 
ranging curbs, diplomats 
said. 

The sanctions include a 
ban on oil exports. 

A key condition for any 
easing is a report by UN. 
weapons inspectors that 
Baghdad’s nuclear, chemi- 
cal, biological and ballistic 
missile programmes have 
been scrapped and that con- 
tinuing monitoring ensures 
they will not be revived. 

The head of the UN. spe- . 
rial commission in charge 
of that task, Rolf Ekeus, 
expressed concern as 
recently as this week that 
Iraq was still concealing 
between six and 16 missiles 
as well as other materials 
and documents linked to 
clandestine weapons pro- 
grammes. 

But an Iraqi defector 
charged that B aghdad was 


far more missiles and bio- 
logical and chemical 
weapons than the United 
Nations is aware of. 

The Independent newspa- 
per quoted the former head 
of Iraqi military intelli- 
gence, General Wafiq Sam- 
erai, as saying President 
Saddam Hussein wanted to 
persuade the UN. to lift 
sanctions against Iraq but 
still to retain sufficient 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion to dominate neighbour- 
ing countries. 

Gen. Samerai told the 
Independent he believed 
Rolf Ekeus. had underesti- 
mated the number of mis- 
siles Iraq was concealing 
when he said on Monday 
that they numbered between 
six and 16. 

“I believe Saddam has 40 
missiles,” Geo. Samerai 
said in an interview in Lon- 
don. 

“He also has 255 contain- 
ers of biological agents. In 
230 the agent is in powder 
form, with no expiry" date, 
and in 25 it is in liquid form, 
winch will deteriorate.” 


Gen. Saznerai told the 
Independent his informa- 
tion came from a source 
close to President Saddam’s 
second son Qusay, who is 
head of the special security 
forces. 

Gen. Samerai also said the 
bombing of a U.S. military 
compound in Saudi Arabia 
last month strongly resem- 
bled plans drafted by a 
secret Iraqi committee on 
which he served after the 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 

He said operations consid- 
ered by Iraq bat not carried 
out at that tune due to a 
shortage of reliable agents 
itiduded detonating bombs 
near buildings where U.S. 
soldiers were living. 

Nineteen Americans died 
and hundreds of people 
were injured in the bomb 
blast at a Saudi military 
base in Dhahran on June 25. 

Gen. Samerai escaped to 
Kurdish-held northern Iraq 
in December 1994 and later 
set up base in Damascus. 

Meanwhile, a top- Iraqi 
official urged Turkey’s new 
Prime Minister Necmetxm 


Erbakan to keep his cam- 
paign promise to oust a 
U.S.-led force protecting 
Kurds in northern Iraq, a 
Turkish daily repented Fri- 
day. 

In an interview with daily 
Miffiyet Thha Yasin 
Ramadan, the deputy Iraqi 
president, also called on die 
new Isfemic-led govern- 
ment to stop honouring an 
international embargo 
imposed on his country. 

Operation “Provide Com- 
fort is the force of enmity 
and aggression,” Milliyet 
quoted Ml Ramadan 'as 
saying about the 
international force based in 
southern Ttirkey protecting 
Kurds in northern Iraq from 
possible attacks by Bagh- 
dad. 

Parliament has renewed 
permission for the mission 
to operate out of a Turkish 
air base every few months, 
but just two weeks ago 
approved only a very short 
extension, through the end 
of July. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Seif Al Sherif elected JPA president 


By Amy Henderson 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Al Dustour 
General Manager Seif AI 
Sherif Friday became the 
21st president of the Jor- 
dan Press Association 
(JPA) in the first round of 
voting during an election 
that journalists called a 
“process of elimination” 
rather than selection. 

Three hundred and twen- 
ty-three of the 367-strong 
association voted in what 
is seen as one of the syndi- 
cate’s most critical elec- 
tions in its history. 

Ml Al Sherif, who 
served as JPA vice presi- 
dent for the last two years, 
won with 170 votes easily 
ahead his most significant 
rival, Khaled Mahadin, 
who could only secure 75 


votes. The other three can- 
didates — Faisal ShbonL 
Basam Sakkijha and Salab 
Shboul — secured 42, 26 
and two votes respectively. 
Eight members cast blank 
ballots. 

The victory of Ml Al 
Sherif, also a shareholder 
in AI Dustour, came as lit- 
tle suzprise to journalists 
— although many expect- 
ed a second round of vot- 
ing — in an election that 
they say was clouded by 
political and personal 
rivalries. 

Prior to die elections 
many journalists seemed 
divided on the appropriate- 
ness of voting in, as presi- 
dent, a “newspaper owner” 
to represent the interests of 
journalists, but were 
equally concerned about 
electing a president who 


could maintain a SHMX)tfa 
relationship with the gov- 
ernment. 

Ml Al Sheriffs status as 
both general manager and 
shareholder in Al Dustour 
prompted many to contend 
that he may have a conflict 
of interest in leading the 
organisation — for exam- 
ple, in seeming the pay- 
ment of one per cent of all 
newspapers’ advertising 
revenues to fund the asso- 
ciation — but they viewed 
his close ties to the govern- 
ment as being an asset 
compared to Ml Mah- 
adin’s. 

This fact will be key in 
negotiating with the gov- 
ernment over a new JPA 
few and, in the future, a 
new press and publications 
few, some have said. 

Mr. Mahadin is an out- 


spoken critic of Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and his govern- 
ment, particularly with 
regards to Ml Kabariti’s 
hard-line stand on Iraq, 
and Minister of Informa- 
tion Marwan Muasher’s 
new JPA law. 

Others were much more 
critical of Ml Al Sheriff 
victory, saying that the 
government backed the 
candidate most likely to 
acquiesce to its demands. 

“It’s unacceptable that 
the government's candi- 
date maintain thift post, 
ami it’s also unacceptable 
that we should be gov- 
erned by a newspaper 
manager,” said one jour- 
nalist who declined to be 
identified. 

(Continued on page 3) 


‘Turkey preparing to shut 
down pro-Kurdish party’ 


Israeli colonel dismissed 
after Jordan Valley ambush 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey’s new Islamist-led 
government is preparing to 
put the country’s only pro- 
Kurdish political party out 
of business in the aftermath 
of a flag-burning scandal, a 
lawyer for the group said 
Friday. 

Thirty-nine members of 
tbe People’s Democracy 
Party — including Chair- 
man Murat Bozlak — were 
indicted on Thursday in 
connection with the dese- 
cration of the red aescent- 
and-star national flag. 

Yusuf Alazas, a lawyer for 
one of the accused, called 
the indictments a “provoca- 
tion” designed to create a 
climate favourable to ban- 
ning the party, known by its 
Turkish acronym Hadep. 

“The leaders of the party 
did not take part in the dese- 
cration of the flag," he said. 
“Public opinion is being 
prepared for Hadep’s shut- 
down.” 

Turks were outraged by 
television images of the 
flag-bunting, carried out by 
masked men at a Hadep 


congress on June 23 who 
replaced it with tbe flag of 
the outlawed Kurdish 
Labour Party (HOC). 

PKK guerrillas have been 
fighting the Turkish army 
for 12 years to create a sep- 
arate homeland for Kurds in 
the southeast, in a war that 
has left more than 22,000 
people dead. 

It remains unclear when 
the trial of the indicted 
Hadep members will begin. 

The case predates the 
establishment last Friday of 
modern Turkey’s first 
Islamist-led government, in 
which the former governing 
True Path Party controls all 
the ministries related to 
national security and justice. 

Hadep, which failed to 
win a seat in parliament in 
elections last December, 
grew out of the pro-Kurdish 
Democracy Party, which 
was banned two years ago 
on grounds that it cooperat- 
ed with the PKK. Under Mr. 

Bozlak’s leadership. Hadep 
has been promoting itself as, 

(Continued on page 3) 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel’s military comman- 
der for the Jordan Valley 
has been demoted after an 
inquiry into an ambush 
which killed three Israeli 
soldiers revealed a series of 
foul-ups, army sources said 
Friday. 

* Army chief of staff 
Am n on Shahak, who pre- 
pared the report into the 
June 26 attack on an army 
patrol in the Jordan Valley, 
described it -as a “terrible 
failure of pfenning, execu- 
tion and control,” the 
sources said. 

He removed Colonel Avi. 
Burger from his Jordan Val- 
ley command on Thursday. 

Palestinian guerrillas 
caught a unit of army 
reservists totally by sur- 
prise as they were on a rou- 
tine patrol along the Jordan 
bolder inside tbe occupied 
West Bank. 

They killed three soldiers 
and wounded one before 
firing at a second patrol 
which rushed to the scene. 

The attack was claimed 
by a hardline Palestinian 


faction based in Syria. 

A report into the ambush 
revealed that the guerrillas, 
who were wearing helmets, 
used the machine gun 
mounted on the first 
patrol’s command car to 
attack the second patrol 
who mistook them for sol- 
diers. 

“We thought a figure in 
the car was a wounded sol- 
dier. Then tbe command car 
began firing on us,” one of 
the soldiers in the second 
patrol told the inquiry. 

The report also said that* 
tbe company commander 
did not send the second 
patrol to the scene until 45 
minutes after the shots 
were heard. The search for 
the guerrillas did not begin 
until more, than two hours 
later. 

At the time, military 
experts attributed tbe secu- 
rity breakdown to the fact 
that the border with Jordan 
was not considered a high- 
risk area nearly two years 
after the two countries 
signed a peace treaty in 
1994. 



BELGIAN DESIGNER VAN NOTEN MEN’S FASHION SHOW IN PARIS: Bel- 
gian designer Dries Van Noten presents this pink tonic suit Jacket over a beige shirt 
and grey trousers with checked scarf as part of his men’s Spring/Summer 1997 col- 
lection Friday (Reuters photo) 


Iran agrees to improve 


UNRWA 

signs 

transfer 

r 

agreement 

RAMALLAH, West Bank 
(AP) — The U.N. agency 
in charge of Palestinian 
refugees signed an agree- 
ment Friday with Yasser 
Arafat’s self-rule govern- 
ment to transfer the 
agency’s headquarters from 
Vienna to the Gaza strip. 

The agreement was 
signed by Palestinian Jus- 
tice Minister Freih Abu 
Medein and Peter Hansen, 
commissioner general of 
the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency 
(UNRWA). The headquar- 
ters will be moved to Gaza 
on July 15. 

“This is a very Important 
move, which will strength- 
en the cooperation between 
tbe Pales tinian (National) 
Authority (PNA) and tbe 
UN. agency” Ml Arafat 
said after the signing cere- 
mony in the West Bank 
town of Ramallah . 

UNRWA, created in 
1949 to serve Palestinians 
who fled or were driven 
'from their homes when 
Israel was created, pro- 
vides education, health and 
relief services for more 
than 2.1 mfflirrn refugees, 
including hundreds of 
thousands in the West Bank 
and Gaza Stiip. 

Tbe plan to move the 
headquarters from tbe Aus- 
trian capital to Gaza was 
made following die estab- 
lishment of Palestinian 
autonomy in the WejtBank 
and Gaza in 1994. 

Many UNRWA officials 
have privately criticised the 
move, saying it will lead to 
serious inefficiencies in 
their weak because of 
Israel’s frequent closures 
of the Gaza Strip. They 
said Mr. Arafat cam- 
paigned for tbe move, 
apparently in an effort to 
have more control over the 
agency. 


Israel 


relations with Bahrain 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Irao said 
Friday it had agreed to mend 
relations with Bahrain which 
soured after Manama accused 
Tehran of backing a plot to 
topple die government in the 
Gulf state. 

human Rxeign Minister Ah 
Akbar Velayati said tbe two 
countries had agreed to end 
the war of words which has 
raged between die two coun- 
tries since Bahrain announced 
the discovery of a plot last 
month. 

“We are in favour of good, 
friendly relations with all our 
neighbours, including 


Bahrain,” Ml Velayati told die 
official news agency IRNA. 

He added that Syria, winch 
has close ties with Tehran, 
would continue to pursue 
efforts to improve Iranian- 
Bahraini relations. 

Syrian foreign Minister 
Farouq AI Sharaa, who within 
the past week has shuttled 
between Manama aid Tehran 
in a bid to cool tbe row, said ai 
foe beginning of tbe week that 
toe countries had agreed an 
end to die propaganda war. 

Bahraini Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Mubarak Al Khalifa wel- 


comed tbe Syrian mediation 
“which has allowed a halt to 
tbe press campaign, tbe first 
stqp towards resuming rela- 
tions.” 

At the beginning of June 
Manama openly accused 
Tehran of financing and arm- 
ing a group called the HizboJ- 
lah-Bahrain plotting to over- 
throw the S unni Muslim-led 
authorities. Iran fiercely 
denied the charges. 

As their relations deteriorat- 
ed, (he two countries recalled 
their ambassadors and 

(Contswed on page 3) 


Syria’s Allaf dies at 70 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Muwaffaq Al ADaf, a former 
Syrian negotiator with Israel 
and assistant secretary-gener- 
al of the Arab Lea g ue, has 
died of a heart attack. He was 
70. 

Airport officials in Cairo 
said his body was Sown Fri- 
day to the Syrian capital 
Damascus, where be wifl be 
buried. 

Ml ADaf had been in good 
health and participated in 
Arab League meetings earlier 
Thursday. League officials 
said he suffered the bean 
attack Thursday evening at 
his home in Cairo. 

The Cairo-based Arab 
League approved Ins nomi- 
nation last September as 
deputy secretary general for 


political affairs, a post which 
be took up in January. 

Ml ADaf had been respon- 
sible in recent months for 
Arab-Turitish relations and 
was a harsh critic of die 
recent military accord 
between Israel and Turkey, 
which has been denounced in 
most Arab capitals. 

His fluent English helped 
his role as a Syrian 
spokesman in the Wsst, but 
during the negotiations Israel 
complained that he had no 
direct channel to Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez Assad. 

Prior to that assignment, he 
was Syria’s representative at 
tbe United Nations in Gene- 
va. 

He earned a law degree 
from tbe University of Dam- 



Muwaffaq Allaf 

asais. 

Survivors were not imme- 
diately known. 


opposes 
rebuilding of 
Ayyash home 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel on Friday 
rejected Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat’s deci- 
sion to allow the family of 
assassinated Hamas master 
bombmaker Yahya Ayyash 
to rebuild their West Bank 
home, an army spokesman 
said 

“The Israeli defence 
forces will not permit tbe 
rebuilding of houses of ter- 
rorists which were 
destroyed on demolition 
and confiscation orders,” an 
Israeli army spokesman 
said 

Israel demolished the 
Ayyash home in March 
after Islamic militan ts killed 
59 people in a wave of sui- 
cide bombings in Israel. 
The homes of snicide 
bombers woe also 
destroyed 

The Palestinian news 
agency Wafa said cm Thurs- 
day that the Tblkarm zoning 
committee has issued a per- 
mit to rebuild Ayy ash’s 
home in the West Batik vil- 
lage of Rafet and exempted 
tbe family from zoning fees. 

The bouse is located in an 
area run by tbe Palestinian 
National Authority but is 
under exclusive Israeli 
security control. The Israeli 
army said that the original 
demolition order was issued 
for security reasons and has 
not been cancelled 
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Israel row over Sharon goes into overtime 


\ 

Jdrdan Times, Saturday, July 6, 1996 
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TEL AVTV (R) — Israel’s 
cabinet put off until Sun- 
day a decision on whether 
to make room in its ranks 
for former general Ariel 
Sharon, whose hardline 
policies have angered 
Arabs and Israel's main ally 
the United States. 

Cabinet Secretary Danny 
Naveh said no action was 
taken at a meeting on Fri- 
day. But political sources 
said they expected a deci- 
sion on Sunday to make the 

68-year-old Mr. Sharon 
head of a new and power- 
ful ministry of infrastruc- 
ture. 

Israel radio ascribed the 
delay to problems with one 
of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
ultra-orthodox coalition 
partners. Rabbi Meir 
Ponish of United Torah 
Judaism, who controls the 
housing ministry, had said 
his party did not want to 


cede certain powers to Mr. 
Sharon. 

Israeli newspapers said 
the new ministry would be 
the third largest after 
defence and education with 
a $2 billion budget. 

If the Likud-led cabinet of 
right-wing and religious 
ministers should act on 
Sunday. Mr. Netanyahu 
would still have time to 
squeeze the burly Sharon 
into the government before 
leaving on Monday for his 
inaugural visit to the United 
States. .. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy forced the issue by 
threatening publicly to quit 
the cabinet unless Mr. 
Netanyahu made room for 
Mr. Sharon. Mr. Levy's 
political ally, before the 
U.S. trip. 

An official in the prime 
minister’s office said Mr. 
Netanyahu had summoned 
ministers in his security 


cabinet to a discussion on 
the planned pullout from 
Hebron, the last of seven 
West Bank cities due to be 
handed over to Palestinian 
self-rule. 

The official declined to 
confirm a report by Israel's 
Yedioth Ahronoth newspa- 
per that Mr. Netanyahu 
would decide before leav- 
ing whether to go ahead 
with the redeployment. 

A cabinet minister in pre- 
vious Likud governments, 
Mr. Sharon frequently 
clashed with Washington 
over his hardline policies. 

As defence minister. Mr. 
Sharon oversaw Israel’s 
1982 invasion of Lebanon. 
He was forced out of the 
job a year later after an 
Israeli inquiry found him 
indirectly responsible for 
the massacre by Christian 
militiamen of hundreds of 
Palestinians in two Beirut 
refugee camps surrounded 


by Israeli soldiers. 

In the early 1990s, he led 
a Jewish settlement drive in 
the occupied West Bank. 
The United States called 
the outposts obstacles to 
peace and held up $10 mil- 
lion in loan guarantees 
over the issue. 

Mr. Netanyahu, eager to 
portray himself as a peace- 
maker despite his opposi- 
tion to giving up occupied 
lands, snubbed Mr. Sharon 
fora senior cabinet post in 
the weeks of coalition- 
building following the 

May 29 election. 

Mr. Netanyahu has in the 
past called Mr. Sharon “a 
permanent subversive". But 
Mr. Sharon was instrumen- 
tal in getting Mr. 

Netanyahu elected by per- 
suading Mr. Levy to forge 
an alliance with the Likud 
leader rather than run 
against him. 

Hundreds of Mr. Sharon 


supporters, including Likud 
mayors and Jewish settler 
leaders, held a rally late on 
Thursday ai a hotel near 
Tel Aviv to urge Mr. 
Netanyahu to appoint him 
to the cabinet. 

“It will not be a true 
Likud government until 
Arik is inT said one sup- 
porter, using Mr. Sharon’s 
nickname, in remarks 
broadcast by Israel radio. 
Mr. Sharon did not attend 
the rally. 

Mr. Netanyahu's office 
said the new ministry ' 
would include the energy 
ministry, the lands adminis- 
tration, the road building 
authority, the train authori- 
ty, village building, the 
water commission, the 
national sewage authority, 
roads bypassing Palestin- 
ian areas in the West Bank, 
the mining authority and 
the Negev And Galilee 
development authorities. 











- *** » . 

*• * •♦.* * v •* 


•* ' *<_ 


- V vj. • .r .- 

y 



Israeli hardliner puts 
U.S. relations to the test 


Israel PM faces identity crisis 


TEL AVIV (R) — Hardliner 
Benyamin Netanyahu visits 
Washington next week for the 
first time as Israel's prime min- 
ister. 

He won the job. no thanks to 
Bill Clinton. 

In word and deed the U.S. 
president threw his support 
behind Shimon Petes, the loser 
in Israel's May 29 election 
whose Middle East peace poli- 
cy mode the White House 
smile. 

Now die question is: Can 
"Bibi" Netanyahu and Mr. 
Clinton work together for 
Arab-Israeli peace despite 
opposing views on how to 
resolve the conflict? 

Longstanding U.S. policy is 
at odds with Mr. Netanyahu's 
vow to boost Jewish settlement 
of occupied Arab lands and his 
refusal to swap land-for-peace. 

tTough r&pdric aimed at 1 
Israel’s Ar^b neighbours could 
-also stir tenttons- U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Israel Martin Indyk 
cautioned this week, against 
treating Syria as “a rogue 
state." 

Once before. Mr. 
Netanyahu's mouth got him in 
trouble with the United States. 

As deputy foreign minister in 
1990 he said U.S. Middle East 
policies were based on "distor- 
tions and lies." 

Then-Secretary of State 
James Baker banned him from 
the State Department, later 
explaining: “His language was 
unacceptable for a senior 
diplomat from a friendly coun- 
try." 

Now dial Washington's clos- 
est Middle East ally has swung 
to the right. Mr. Clinton faces a 
challenge convincing the 
Arabs he wants to play the 
"honest broker" in Middle 
East peace moves dial arc the 
cornerstone of his foreign poli- 
cy record. 

The liming of Mr. 

Netanyahu's victory so close to 
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the U.S. presidential election in 
November may force Mr. Clin- 
ton to shun a confrontation 
with Israel. 

He may wont to avoid pres- 
suring Israel and risk losing 
Jewish voters to Bob Dole, 
whose mid-campaign congres- 
sional gesture to move the U.S. 
embassy from Tel Aviv to 
occupied Jerusalem won 
favour with Mr. Netanyahu. 

Next week, after meeting 
Mr. Clinton in Washington. 
Mr. Netanyahu will meet both 
U.S. Jewish leaders and Mr. 
Dole in New York. 

So far Mr. Clinton, 49, and 
Mr. Netanyahu, 46, have 
played down their differences. 

Mr. Clinton offered a part- 
nership in the search for peace. 

Mr. Netanyahu for his part 
brushed aside questions about 
-Mi> Clin ton's barely disguised 
"supjfctfTbr. Mr. ,; ?e^^riaS?‘. 
“I arruiot without feelings but f 
also am not a man who deals in 
keeping accounts. I do not 
bear a grudge.” 

Israeli newspapers have 
played up similarities — that 
both men leaped over more 
seasoned politicians while bat- 
tling questions of marital infi- 
delity to land their nations' top 
jobs. 

They have a language in 
common. 

Educated in the United 
States in business and architec- 
ture, Mr. Netanyahu is an 
admirer of American ways 
who speaks fluent English and, 
like Mr. Clinton, is a master of 
U.S.-style politics in the televi- 
sion age. 

They will speak of shared 
democratic values, a friendship 
that transcends temporary 
problems and a desire to battle 
“international terrorism," espe- 
cially following an explosion 
in Dhohran in Saudi Arabia 
that killed Americans. 

Good management of 
Israel's relations with Wash- 


ington ranks high on any prime 
minister's agenda. Me 
Netanyahu lists it as an Israeli 
priority alongside his by words 
of “peace and security." 

And with good reason — 
Israel receives more U.S. eco- 
nomic and military aid than 
any other country. $3 billion a 
year. Mr. Netanyahu has said 
he hopes to wean Israel off the 
$12 billion economic compo- 
nent during the eight years he 
hopes to rule the Jewish state. 

It remains to be seen whether 
U.S. -Israeli relations will ever 
again dip to the record low 
point they reached between the 
last Likud government and the 
Republican administration of 
President George Bush. 

Mr. Baker wrote in his mem- 
oirs that a U.S. row with Israel 
over a Jewish settlement boom 
contributed -to the downfall in 
- 19‘a Sr.ffi YltShak Sh^nir, tbe“ 
lasti^^priine minister. ‘ 

Tfl^selfeTchitiectoahe set' 1 
dement bdom, tben-Housing 
Minister Arid Sharon, will 
likely elbow his way into Mr. 
Netanyahu's cabinet, angering 
the Arabs and worrying Wash- 
ington. 

Against that background. 
Likud lost the battle for UJS. 
affections during the most 
recent Israeli electron cam- 
paign. 

Now. Mr. Netanyahu is try- 
ing to emphasise the good ties 
he insists Likud has bad with 
Washington. On Wednesday 
he said reports of chilly rela- 
tions with Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher were 
“dead wrong." 

In any event Mr. Netanyahu 
clearly intends to outlast Mr. 
Clinton by winning a second 
four-year term. 

“I will work well with Presi- 
dent Clinton and also with the 
next president of the United 
States,” he told the Israeli 
newspaper Maariv. "whoever 
that may be." 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israel's new 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
“Bibi” Netanyahu, still red- 
faced because of a nanny scan- 
dal, is now being forced to 
defend not only his character 
but also his identity. 

Who is Bibi? 

The question echoed across 
Israel's marbled parliament 
chamber this week as opposi- 
tion leaders demanded to 
know why a UJS. government 
file allegedly showed that Mr. 
Netanyahu's social security 
Dumber was shared by another 
two people. 

An Israeli newspaper inves- 
tigation aroused the concern 
when it said it unearthed a file 
that showed that Mr. 

Netanyahu's number was 
shared by a man named John J. 
Sullivan and his son John J. 
Sullivan Jr. 

The number, which Ameri- 
cans use for tax and other 
financial identification, was 
also linked with the name that 
the U.5.-raised and educated,. . 

The appearance' of the two 


Sullivans in Mr. Netanyahu's 
file whirled up a storm of spec- 
ulation about Bibi's past just 
days after Ml Netanyahu, 
Israel's youngest prime minis- 
ter, faced a controversy when 
his wife sacked their nanny for 
burning soup. 

The Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz did not say bow it 
found die file. 

Mr. Netanyahu's spokesman 
Shai Bazak came to his boss's 
defence on Thursday, pinning 
the problem on bureaucratic 
error and telling Israel Radio: 
"Tbe prime minister has noth- 
ing to hide." 

John J. Sullivan, father of 
John Jr. — both of whom 
allegedly have the same social 
security number as Mr. 
Netanyahu — denied any link 
to the prime minister. 

"I am an American citizen, 
alive and well, and I have no 
connection to the Israeli prime 
minister," (be newspaper 
Maariv quoted Mr. Sullivan as 
sayiDg.,. . 

c fearin S 

5#^ , to 

disclose -hii.soaaP security *. 
number to Israeli reported. 





ARAB BOYS PLAY IN JERUSALEM FOUNTAIN: Arab boys find relief from the 
midday heat by playing in a water fountain near tbe Old City Thursday. Temper- 
atures in the boly city reached at least 38 degrees Celsius on the third day of a heat A 
wave which some Jerusalemites say is the worst in 20 years (Reuters photo) 

Jenin hit by water crisis 


JENIN. West Bank (AFP.) — 
Palestinians in the autonomous 
West Bank town of Jenin said 
Friday they were suffering a 
severe water shortage caused 
by Israel's failure to provide 
diem with promised supplies. 

Six thousand inhabitants 
with running supplies get only 
several hours of water for at 
most three days a week, Jenin's 
mayor Walid Abu Mueiss told 
, ‘Jfiainis thusQi" be com.-- 
^qjlainedii^^^isaoucjiumba.',..-, 
„;one PESJdemJ • . s - ^ ' 

Alttofigbj^townhas been . . 

under Palestinian rule for nine 


months, Israel still controls 
water resources on tbe West 
Bank. 

As well as a faulty distribu- 
tion system which the munici- 
pality cannot afford to repair, 
“the Israelis do not provide us 
with the agreed quantity," Mr. 
Mueiss said. "The Israelis 
pump us 80 cubic metres an 
hour whereas the town’s needs 
are 330 cubic metres." He said 
Jsrael pjedgedjn .die autonomy 
. .accords „witb, .Ite^esdnj^, 


The mayor also complained 
that the 13 Jewish settlements 
around the town took prefer- 
ence over the Palestinian 
inhabitants when it came to 
water supplies. A Jenin lawyer, 
Zuheir Arar, said: ‘To resolve 
this problem our political offi- 
cials must intervene with the 
Israeli government to secure an 
increase in supplies." 

In the meantime, residents 
„are resorting, to supplies from 

apcultur^wieHs nr buying 


'National' Aiitfiority ’tp'provftfe mem fVpnf water tafiRers, mak- 
ifie'tbmy^L^lwiipn cujyc.^ftig a premia diftne short- 


metres of water a year. 
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Indyk: Syria shouldn’t be treated as a rogue state Jordan, Qata 


From the Jerusalem Post 

IT WOULD be a mistake to 
treat Syria as an outlaw state, 
as this could become a self- 
fulfilling prophecy and risk 
creating a “new axis of the 
rogue states across the region” 
— Iran, Iraq and Libya, U.S. 
Ambassador Martin Indyk has 
said. 

“What distinguishes Syria 
from the rogue states of Iraq. 
Iran and Libya,” Ml indyk 
said; “is that Syria has been 
engaged in direct negotiations 
with Israel for the purposes of 
trying to achieve peace, 
whereas Iran has made it very 
clear that it is opposed to the 
peace (process). 

‘This is a distinction that we 
believe is worth maintaining. 


and I think tbe prime minister 
does too, as he said he is inter- 
ested in negotiating with 
Syria. 

“If you neat Syria as a rogue 
state, we run the risk of polar- 
ising the region and creating a 
new axis of the rogue states 
across the region. Unless Syria 
decides that it wants to go that 
way, I cannot believe it is in 
the U.S. interest to encourage 
it As long as Syria is prepared 
to negotiate peace based on 
(U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions) 242 and 338, it is impor- 
tant, not only for the soke of 
achieving real and lasting 
secure peace with Israel, but in 
terms of our strategic interest 
in the region.” 

In interviews last week. 
Prime Minister Benyamin 


Netanyahu likened Syria to a 
terrorist state, but he distanced 
himself from comments he 
made during the election cam- 
paign calling on the U.S. to 
impose sanctions on Syria, as 
it has on Iraq, Iran and Libya. 

When asked about charges 
that Damascus is cynically 
playing a double game by 
negotiating with Israel, but 
also supporting tenor groups. 
Mr. Indyk noted that Syria 
remains on the State Depart- 
ment list of countries support- 
ing tciTor and this hurts the 
U.S.-Syrian relationship. But, 
he said, "it is worthwhile to 
resolve this problem through 
talking to them, engaging 
them, and explaining to them 
why it does not serve their 
interests, as well as not serving 


the interests of peace or 
achieving a peace agreement" 
He cautioned against read- 
ing too much into the strident 
language of die state-owned 
Syrian media, which since Mr. 
Netanyahu’s election has 
warned about the prospects of 
war and compared the new 
premier to Adolf Hitler. 

“They actually called Mr. 
(Shimon) Peres a fascist as 
well. This is not to dismiss it, 
but to suggest the Syrian press 
uses extreme language no 
matter which government is in 
power in Israel.” 

Mr. Indyk denied the U.S. 
has shifted its land-for-peace 
policy, even though Secretary 
of State Christopher said that 
Resolution 242 is a “generali- 
ty.” 
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"We have not changed our 
positions.” he said "Just e '- 
because there is a new govern- 
ment here, we don’t suddenly 
wake up the next day and say 
that everything we believed 
for the past three decades is 
going to change. Our own 
position is that for peace 
agreements to be concluded, 
there has to be a territorial 
component to those agree- 
ments. This is the basis of res- 
olutions 242 and 338 and 
Madrid, where the previous 
Likud government began the 
peace process. 

“It is still our principle. We 
also have another principle 
that is accepted by all the par- 
ties. that ihe issues have to be 
resolved in direct negotiations 
between them.” 

Royal Wings (RVV) Flights 


Church of the Annoni cation Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salic Church TeL 601656. 
Terrasancta Church Tel. 621366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman Internationa] Church 

Id. 651526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
Tbe Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church orNazareneTel. 675691 . 

Tbe Evangelical Local Church 

In Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Temperatures ate expected to 
drop slightly but remaining above 
average by 3-5 degrees centigrade. 
So. relative hot weather conditions 
will prevail with winds northwest- 
erly active. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly active and seas calm. 
MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 22134 

Aqaba .26/40 

Deserts 20/36 


Jordan Valley 25/40 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 34. Aqaba 4[ Humidity 
readings: Amman 30 per cent. 
Aqaba 25 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim 

885446 

Dr. Arafat At Ashhab 

- 602507 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah ...... 847351 

Dr. Mohammad AJ Abbadi 

778 

959 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Naireukfa pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy _„.....644945 
Shmebani pharmacy .._637660 

Najib pharmacy ... 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy ......... ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Abu Sa'd ...;...989000 

KhaMfeh pharmacy .985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 

- 661111 

CM] Defence Immediate Rescue 
630341 


Civil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 621 111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints -897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints — 787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Rcparis .623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television -..77311 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 


-..642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisant 60707 [ 

Shmebani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital S45845 

Al-Mnasher Hospital.. 667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-AhU. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 

775111/26 

Army, Marka — .......891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 603240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery _..865I99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

- (09)900560 

Ibn Sin Hospital ....(09)986732 
Al Ffikam Modern Hospital 
- (09)990990 


Electric Power Company 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma 

Hospital 

.(02)275555 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Greek 

Catbolk 

Hospital 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 



.(02)272275 

53200 

Ibn Al 

Nafees 

Hospital 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

AQABA: 


.(02)247100 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Princess 

Haya 

Hospital 

.(03)314111 


Khaffdi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akikdh Maternity, J. Amn. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied hy 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(08153200 where it should always 
be verified, information on other 
flights is obtaiined on telephone 
(08) 52700 or <0S| 523250. 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:00 -..Damascus (RJl 

10:20 — Beirut (RJ) 

I0i30 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:30 Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 Colombo tRJ) 

11:15 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

"15:10 Istanbul (RJ) 

15:45 New York. Amsterdam/ RJ) 

17:20 Cairo tRJ) 

19:15 .London, Berlin (RJ) 

20:55 Vienna (RJ) 

02:20 Riyadh (addj (RJl 

02:50 Madrid tRJ) 

05:30 Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

13:40 .Muscat, Doha (GF) 

15:00 .................Vienna (OS) 

1W5 Amsterdam (KL) 

20:35 Cairo (MS) 

20:55 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

21:10 Be inn (ME) 

21:15 -...London (BA) 

22:35. LamacaiCYl 

23:55 ..............London iKJ) 

03:00 - Kuwait fKL'i 

03:00 Rome(AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


09:50 Aqaba (QAIA — proceeds 
to Marka airport at 10:00 a.m.) 
(RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:15 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


06:35 


08:00 


09:45 


12:15 


12:30 Amsterdam. New York (RJj 

12:30 

.Amsterdam. Chicago 

(RJ) 


13:00 

..Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

13:10 


13:15 

.Brussels. Amsterdam 

(RJ) 


13:15 


14:05 


21*10 


21:10 


21:20 


21:45 

....Bahrain. Doha f RJ) 

22:00 

...JDhahran (add) (RJ) 

22:20 ..... 


Dubai (RJ) 



Other Flights 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

14:30 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain 

(GF) 

.16:00 Vienna (OS) 

20:45 Kuwait (KLj 

21:25 .Cairo IMS) 

23:30 Lumaca (CY) 

23:55 Paris. Damas- 

cus (AF) 

04:00 Amsterdam (KL) 

®4:00 Rome (AZ) 

06:40 London tKJ) 



HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dcp. Amman 8:00 a.m. every 
Monday 

Ait. Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damscns 7 JO a.m. every 
Sunday 

A it. Amman 5:00 p.m. every 
Sunday 

MARKET PRinrS 

Upper/lower price in 

fils per kg. 
... JJ 50/500 


700/500 

Banana 

600/600 

Banana (mukhammar) ..520/520 

Cabbage .......... 

Carrot 

-..-.120/80 
140/80 



Cucumber (large) 

Cucumber (small) — 

120/80 

200/120 

210/150 

Garlic 

650/400 

Lemon 

800/500 


Marrow (small) 

Mulukhiah 

240/160 

..... -130/80 

Onion (dry) 

..130/80 

Okra 

.850/600 

Orange 

400/300 

Pea. 

480/350 

Peach 

670/400 

.. -..340Z22O 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

-....400/280 

300/180 

450/300 

Sweet melon 

Tomato 

Water melon 

280/180 

120/60 

no no 


AMMAN i Petra j — The 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Thursday received Yemeni 
Pome Minister Abdul Aziz 
Abdul Ghani and an 
accompanying ministerial 
delegation with whom he 
reviewed bilateral relations. 

At the meeting, which 
took place at die Royal 
Palace in Aqaba and was 
attended by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
King Hussein reiterated 
that Iordan is ready to pro- 
vide Yemen with the neces- 
sary expertise required, and 
said that the articles of the 
agreements concluded 
between tire Kingdom and 
Yemen on Thursday should 
be put into action quickly 
to benefit the people of 
both nations. 

. King Hussein and the vis- 

' 'icing Yemeni team alsd 
reviewed Jordan's ’role in, 
the Arab-Tsmeli; peace 
process and current devel- 


opments in the region. 

King Hussein praised the 
successful efforts of Egypt- 
ian President Hosni 
Mubarak at the Arab sum- 
mit held in Cairo last 
month, saying that the gath- 
ering went a great distance 
in clearing the air between 
the Arab states. Mr. Abdnl 
Ghani said Yemen is appre- 
ciative of King Hnssein and 
his pioneering role in safe- 
guarding Arab interests and 
achieving regional stability 
and development. 

The meeting was attend- 
ed by HRH Prince Talal 
Ben Mohammad, the 
King’s military secretary, 
and Minister of Youth 
Mohammad Daoudieh. 

Attending on the Yemeni 
side, were the ministers of 
transport; civil service and 
administrative reform, 
^health. . ..electricity and . 

water, supply and trade, in ‘ 
addition to minister of 


industry. 

Mr. Abdul Ghani later 
Thursday left Jordan, end- 
ing the delegation’s two- 
day official visit during 
which he chaired the 
Yemeni side to the meet- 
ings of the Higher Jordan- 
ian- Yemeni Committee 
which also concluded here 
on Thursday with the sign- 
ing of minutes. 

In a joint press confer- 
ence with Mr. Kabariti fol- 
lowing fee panel meetings 
and the conclusion of Jor- 
danian- Yemeni agree- 
ments, Mr. Abdul Ghani 
said he was very pleased 
wife fee brotherly atmos- 
phere and die outcome, of 
the meetings. 

■ Ml Kabariti said Jordan 
is deeply interested in 
developing ' its. relations 
wife Yemeiir aiilil providing 
every possible support to it 


I St rOilUO Jordan, Qatar start bilateral talks 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jo rdanian- Qatari commit- 
tee, established in 1980 to 
promote bilateral coopera- 
tion in several areas of 
development, Friday 
announced fee formation of 
three major committees: 
two will be charged wife 
specific fields of work, fee 
third will be responsible for 
drafting the recommenda- 
tions of the two working 
panels. 


The first committee will 
handle economic, agricul- 
tural, energy, transport, 
telecommunication and 
labour fields. 

The second will involve 
itself in fee spheres of 
information, tourism, edu- 
cation, health, sports, and 
youth affair s. 

All three committees 
were asked to prepare the 
agenda of their planned 
activities and submit them 


to the Higher Jordanian- 
Qatari Economic Commit- 
tee, which will meet in 

Amman SOOT. 

Friday’s meeting was 
presided over by Ministry 
of Industry and Trade Sec- 
retary General Mohammad 
Smadi and Director of the 
Arab Affairs Department at 
the Qatari Foreign Ministry 
Seif Mnqaddam Bouainem. 
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Prime Minister Abdnl Karim Kabaritiand Yemeni Prime Minister Abdul Aziz Abdnl 
Ghani Thursday address a press conference following the conclusion of two-day talks 
(Petra photo) . 

King: Jordan ready to 
Yemen in all fields 


Conference to study economic impact of 
EU-Mediterranean association agreements 


By GhaBaAfad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The economic 
impact of fee association 
agreements fee European 
Union (EU) is negotiating 
wife countries of the 
Mediterranean basin will be 
among fee major topics to 
be highlighted during a 
conference entitled 
"Regional Economic Coop- 
eration in the Mediter- 
ranean,” which will be held 
here on July 8-9. 

The conference, which is 
organised by Konrad Ade- 
nauer Foundation in coop- 
eration with A1 Urdun A1 
Jadid Research Centre, will 
discuss issues pe rtaining tO 
the economic cooperation 
between fee region and the 
EU wife different Arab and 
European experts offering 
different perspectives on 
the different trade and eco- 
nomic challenges and 
opportunities feat will 
emerge once these agree- 


ments go into effect 

Ayman Zeineldm, first 
secretary at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Egypt 
will faTk about fee chal- 
lenge to the Euro-Mediter- 
ranean cooperation and 
lyseer Abdel Jaber, from 
the Arab Consulting Centre 
will discuss Jordan’s posi- 
tion on economic coopera- 
tion in fee region and with 
theEU. 

The conference, which 
will be inaugurated by Min- 
ister of Industry and Trade 
Ali Abul Ragheb and 
attended by deputy head of 
fete institute of international 
cooperation of the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation Wil- 
helm Hofmeister, will also 
study fee association agree- 
ments the EU has signed 
wife some of the Mediter- 
ranean countries and assess 
fee experiences of these 
states in dealing wife fee 
EU under these agreements 
Olaf Khndagen, president 
representative of the Kon- 


rad Adenauer Foundation 
for Jordan and Lebanon 
told the Jordan limes 
Thursday. 

The conference is aimed 
at creating public aware- 
ness of the nature and 
results expected from 
agreements between the EU 
and the Mediterranean 
countries, Mr. Kftndagen 
said, adding feat it is also 
geared towards helping 
countries which are in the 
process of signing similar 
agreements wife fee EU to 
benefit from their neigh- 
bours’ experiences. 

Mr. K&ndagen said feat 
eliminating trade and 
investment barriers in the 
region will also be a focus 
of discussion during the 
conference wife experts 
presenting their countries' 
experiences in dealing wife 
these matters. 

This will be a way to 
"learn from our successful 
neighbours’ experiences,” 
Me K&ndagen said. 


The conference will also 
discuss the impact of polit- 
ical dialogue in the Middle 
East on the economies of 
die region. 

HOseyin Bagri, professor 
at the Middle East Techni- 
cal University in Ankara, 
will examine the contribu- 
tion of Tuzkey to Political 
Dialogue in tbe New Envi- 
ronment in the Middle East. 

Senator and former minis- 
ter of information Jawad 
Anani will present a paper 
on “Peace and Economic 
Prospects” and Khemais 
Jhinaoiri from the Foreii 
Ministry of Tunisia will 
about "Hie Political Dia- 
logue in fee Middle East 
and its Impact on the 
Economies of the Region.” 

At fee end of tbe confer-' 
ence there will be a round- 
table discussion on the 
"Models and Mechanisms 
of Economic Cooperation 
and Integration-Perspec- 
tives for die Middle East”. 

Mr. K&ndagen said there 


will be a high private sector 
representation at the con- 
ference which will also 
bring together participants 
from Arab and foreign 
universities and institutions 
as well as experts and pro- 
fessors from Palestine and 
Lebanon who be added can 
take part in fee discussions 
or serve as observers. 

He said that the recom- 
mendations and proceed- 
ings of the conference will 
be published and distrib- 
uted to Arab and foreign 
parliamentarians as well as 
to people concerned wife 
issues discussed during the 
meeting. 

Jordan is in fee final stage 
of negotiating its associa- 
tion agreement wife tbe EU 
which aims to create what 
would be tbe world’s 
largest free trade area with 
countries of the Mediter- 
ranean basin by the year 
2010. 


RSCN 
delegation 
leaves for 
Syria 

AMMAN (Petra) — Mem- 
bers of fee Royal Society 
for fee Conservation of 
Nature (RSCN) Friday left 
for Syria for talks on 
enhancing bilateral cooper- 
ation in the area of nature 
conservation. 

Tbe delegation includes 
the head pf the Wild Life 
Reserves, a representative 
of the World Bank who is 
currently working on the 
Dana Wild Life Project and 
a Dutch expert working on 
the same project- •' 

- They will meet wife offi- 
cials of fee Syrian Ministry 
of Agriculture and visit 
Qalileh Wild Life Reserve 
in tbe Tadznor area. The 
purpose of that visit came 
about at fee request of the 
Syrian ministry which 
asked tbe Jordanian team to 
inspect tbe wildlife there 
and assess its suitability as 
a host and breeding site for 
the Arabian Oryx. 

The RSCN bad earlier 
announced that it would 
donate eight Arabian 
Oryxes to tbe Syrian Min- 
istry of Agriculture during 
a visit last month by a Syr- 
ian ministry delegation to 
the RSCN. 
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Heatwave subsides 

AMMAN (Petra) — Meteorologists said temperatures will 
continue to be above their seasonal average this week and 
would range between 36° C and 39® C, several notches 
below the scor chin g heat wave of the weekend when ther- 
mometers soared to 41° C in Amman and 45° C in Aqaba. 

• People awoke Friday to somewhat fresher air as temper- 
atures began to climb down a bit to 37° C, which is still, 
said the meteorologists, 6° above the seasonal average. On 
Jordan Television, Meteorology Department experts said 
that tbe last time Jordan experienced such temperatures 
was during the first week of July in 1923. They added that 
temperatures reached 42.4° C in Amm a n on July 13, 1978, 
41.7° C on July 22, 1953 and 41° C on July 19, 1980. 
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Iran agrees to improve relations 


(Continued from page 1) 

Bahrain said it would down- 
grade fee level of representa- 
tion to feat of charge d’af- 
faires. 

The Gulf archipelago has 
been rocked by sporadic 
unrest since December 1994, 
in which at least 22 people 
have been killed. Tbe protests 
have been led by Shiite Mus- 
lims demanding tbe restora- 
tion of parliament suspended 
in 1975. 

On another front, Bahrain 
said Friday it had not been 
consulted over a decision by 
Doha to allow Bahraini citi- 
zens into Qatar with just an 
identity card. 

Qatar said on Wednesday it 
would permit Bahraini nation- 
als to enter fee country without 
a passport 

But Bahrain Information 
Minister Mohammad Ibrahim 
A1 Mutawa rejected fee Qatari 
decision: "Bahrain recognises 
tbe passport as fee only (valid) 
travel document and tbe iden- 


tity card, given to nationals 
and foreigners, is only valid on 
Bahraini territory. 

He said "fee decision taken 
by Doha cannot be put into 
practice,” adding that it was 
regrettable Qatar “did not-con- 
sult fee Bahraini authorities so 
as to reach a common agree- 
ment on fee subject” 

Relations between the two 
Gulf states have been strained 
for many years over a dispute 
about fee sovereignty of fee 
Hawar islands which almost 
degenerated into armed con- 
flict in 1986. 

Meanwhile, three Bahrainis 
were sentenced to prison terms 
of between six months and 
five years by a state security 
court far carrying out “acts of 
sabotage or spreading 
rumours,” officials said Friday. 

Mahmoud Abbas Habib and 
Mohamemad Ali Matuq were 
sent to jail for five yeas and 
three years respectively for 
bunting down a car repair 
workshop and torching two 
private cars, the source said. 


Joint Jordanian- American exer .ses end 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ten 
days of joint military 
exercises between the 
U.S. and Jordan ended 
Thursday wife the final 
exercise attended by 
Chairman of tbe Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Held Mar- 
shal Abdul Hafiz Mazei 
Kaabneh, Commander of 
Operations and Training 
Major General Ghazi 
Tayeb, Commander of fee 
Royal Jordan Air Force 
Major General Moham- 
mad Ababaneh, other 
senior army officers, in 
addition to U.S. Deputy 
Chief of Mission in Jor- 
dan Robert Beecroft, and 
heads of military forma- 
tions. Held Marshal Ka- 
abneh said he was pleased 
with fee level of perfor- 
mance of tbe Jordanian 
units which participated 
and said that such joint 
exercises are important 
because they allow for 
tbe exchange of expertise 
between tbe armed forces 
of friendly nations and 
thus help in aug 
tbe knowledge and 
of Jordan’s officers and 
soldiers in many fields. 



US. Marines Captain Duke from San Diego gives the thumbs up to his Jordanian 
counterpart Qusy Hamadan at the end of ten days of joint exercises atQatraneh 100 
km south of Amman. Jordanian and US troops began conducting joint exercises last 
month codenamed Infinite Moonlight 96 (Reuters photo) 

A Jordanian infantry were involved in the K)- fighter planes, heli- 

battalion and a U.S. days of exercises. copters, artillery and 

Marine infantry battalion They were supported by automatic machine guns. 


Seif A1 Sherif elected JPA president 


(Continued from page 1) 

"Some members are con- 
sidering leaving fee JPA in 
order to express their objec- 
tion to a president who is a 
‘non-journalist’” 

Another journalist said, 
“Because be is a member of 
the (A1 Dustour) board, I 
think tbe issue of tbe one 
per cent revenue is debat- 
able. 

“I don’t think Ire, as an 
owner, can use tbe pressure 
to get tbe one per cent for 
fee association,” he said. 

"Many also do not think 
be can press fee govern- 
ment on the new JPA law ” 
he said. 

Tbe government recently 
announced feat it had 
approved a new draft law to 
govern tbe press associa- 
tion, which caused a stir 
among journalists for what 
they say is an attempt to 
“marginalise (tbe associa- 
tion’s) role” in regulating 
the profession. 

Among the more contro- 
versial points of fee law are 
an end to obligatory mem- 
bership to fee association 
for practising journalists, 
and a new standard for tbe 
de finit ion of a journalist 


which states feat anyone 
who practices journalism as 
his main profession could 
be considered a journalist. 

It also allows for employ- 
ees of Jordan Radio and 
Television to join the syndi- 
cate, which journalists criti- 
cise on two counts. This, 
they say, will help the gov- 
ernment secure greater 
influence on the union, and 
because fee union is a press 
association, should not be 
open to electronic media 
employees. 

During an interview with 
tbe Jordan Times prior to 
fee elections, Mr. A 3 Sherif 
said feat he fed not see a 
conflict of interest, and that 
he would continue to pur- 
sue the issue of the adver- 
tising revenue, a case now 
before tbe court due to 
newspapers’ failure to pay 
up. 

“People have said that I 
want to be president to take 
tbe case from court,” be 
said. “This is absolutely not 
true. 1 am not an owner per 
se — 1 am a shareholder. 

“In fee new JPA amend- 
ments, we (are proposing) 
another formula, which is 
sort- of a ‘value added tax* 
or sales tax to be added on 


tbe advertising bill. This, 
we hope will prevent prob- 
lems between fee papers 
and tbe JPA.” 

Mr. A1 Sherif said that he 
would continue discussing 
with the government 
amendments to fee JPA law, 
and said feat the definition 
of a journalist will remain 
as written in the old law, but 
that a clause will be added 
to allow practicing journal- 
ists fee opportunity to join 
the syndicate, whose mem- 
bership is currently tightly 
controlled. 

He also said that he 
favoured membership of 
radio and television 
employees, but that their 
membership must be 
restricted to a quota feat 
would include only editori- 
al staff of fee two institu- 
tions. 

In addition to fee rivalry 
between Mr. Mabadin and 
the government, journalists 
said that that candidate 
stood little chance of being 
elected in light of a gentle- 
men’s agreement between 
A1 Ra’i and A1 Dustour dur- 
ing fee last JPA elections. 
In 1994, A1 Dustour sup- 
ported A! Ra’i chief editor 
Suleiman Qudah in secur- 


ing the last presidency in 
ex ch ange for A1 Ra’i back- 
ing for fee A1 Dustour can- 
didate in this election. • 
Further to this, said one 
journalist "it is known that 
there is a lingering grudge 
between A1 Ra’i manage- 
ment and (Khaled) 
Mabadin.” And this, he 
said, was an even weightier 
factor in the AJ Ra’i vote 
than fee 1994 agreement 
A1 Ra’i and AJ Dustour 
have 60 and 54 members in 
tbe association respectively. 
It is believed feat fee major- 
ity of A1 Ra’i voters sup- 
ported Ml AJ Sherif. 

The JPA also voted for a 
Dew, trine-member board, 
which is composed of three 
seats each assigned to jour- 
nalists from private sector 
papers, Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, and newspa- 
per owners. Its new mem- 
bers from the private sector 
and Petra are: Ivad Waqfi 
(AJ Ra’i); Khalil Al Shoba- 
ki (A1 Ra’i); Fouad Hussein 
(Petra); Amar Shneikat 
(Petra); and Abdul Majid 
Abdul Khaled (Petra), the 
owners fielded only three 
candidates: Hilmi A1 

Asmar, Mahasen AJ Imam 
and Fakri Abu Hamdeh. 


‘Thrkey preparing to shut down pro-Kurdish party’ 


A- 


(Continued from page 1) 

first and foremost, a Turkish 
party which also has an 
interest in defending fee 
rights of the Kurds. 

Four former Democracy 
Party members of fee previ- 
ous Turkish parliament 
meanwhile remain in prison, 
after being sentenced in 
December 1994 for alleged 
links wife the PKK. 

They include Leyia Zana, 
last year's winner of tbe 




Sakharov Prize for Freedom 
Of Expression, awarded by 
fee European Parliament. 

Pro-Kurdish prisoners in 
Turkey are among 9,500 
inmates in 30-odd prisons 
involved in hunger strikes 
• over prison conditions 
which have been underway 
for more than 45 days — 
and which have picked up 
momentum this week. 

In six prisons, notably in 
Eskisehir, Buca and Bursa, 
46 detainees who have been 


involved in for-left politics 
in Ttnkey embarked on a 
total banger strike, joining 
65 others who did likewise 
on Wednesday, informed 
sources said. 

Some 8,000 detainees 
from fee PKK have also 
been involved in tbe rotating 
strikes, but have yet to esca- 
late their protest action, 
sources dose to pro-Kurdish 
circles said. 


Security Council extends Iraq sanctions for 60 days 

Samerai says Iraq hiding more missiles 


(Continued from pagel) 

Mr. Erbakan, leader of 
the Islamist Welfare Party, 
led elections in December 
mi a platform promising 
closer ties wife Muslim 
nations. He came to power 
last week in coalition wife 
ex-Prime Minis ter Tansu 
Ciller’s centre-right party. 


Mr. Erbakan softened his 
opposition to Provide 
Comfort as soon as be 
came to power, saying he 
would consult the Turkish 
military on the issue. Tbe 
military has favoured fee 
operation. 

Mr. Erbakan has not 
commented on the embar- 
go recently. 


Mr. Ramadan also 
claimed an oil pipeline 
between Turkey and Iraq 
would be operating “with- 
in a few days.” But the re- 
opening of fee pipeline is 
pending a U.N. approval of 
a plan for the distribution 
of food sod medicine to be 
purchased wife oil rev- 
enues. 
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Sri Lankan minister: Suicide 
bombing raises fears for Jaffna 


Jordan limes, Saturday, July 6, 1996 


COLOMBO (AFP) — A Sri 
Lankan minister, who nar- 
rowly escaped death in a 
bomb attack that killed 37 
others. Friday said the 
attack was aimed at scut- 
tling foreign-funded recon- 
struction of the former Ta- 
mil rebel stronghold. 

Housing Minister Niraal 
Siripala De Silva, 51, said 
the separatist Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) wanted to assassi- 
nate him because he was re- 
activating the civil adminis- 
tration in the northern 
peninsula of Jaffna. 

“I am very lucky to have 
survived." Mr. De Silva told 
reporters at the main hospi- 
tal here Friday, a day after 
his ordeal in Jaffna. 400 ki- 
lometres (250 miles) north 
of here. 

“I have now seen first 
hand the very brutal acts of 
the Tigers." Mr. De Silva 
said. “The LTTE does not 
want Jaffna to be developed 
because then they will not 
be able to come back." 

Jaffna was the capital of a 
de facto state run by the 
Tamil Tigers till they were 
dislodged by security forces 
after a series of operations 


begun in October. The 
Tigers have vowed to take 
back Jaffna through guerril- 
la attacks. 

The minister said Tamil 
civilians had received him 
warmly during his frequent 
visits to the embattled re- 
gion and some 200 to 300 
people had gathered at the 
town Thursday to receive 
him when the bomb went 
off. 

“I heard a huge blast just 
as 1 got into my vehicle. 
Then I saw blood coming 
out of my right ear. After 
that for five to eight minutes 
I could hear firing." Mr. De 
Silva said. 

The top military comman- 
der in Jaffna, Brigadier 
Ananda Hamangoda who 
was driving Mr. De Silva’s 
Pajero four-wheel drive car 
was killed oa the spot while 
two others in the vehicle 
also perished. 

The minister said the 
Tamil Tigers will use the 
devastating bombing to 
argue that Jaffna was unsafe 
to start rehabilitation work 
but he was determined to go 
ahead with his plans. 

“I am going to Jaffna as 
soon as I am better," a defi- 


ant Mr. De Silva told re- 
porters here. He said the 
guerrillas deploying a sui- 
cide bomber also showed 
that the Tigers did not have 
the ability' to use conven- 
tional tactics in Jaffna. 

The clan destine radio of 
the LTTE Friday said the 
suicide attack on the minis- 
ter was “successful" but did 
not directly claim responsi- 
bility. 

Last Thursday, President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga 
met with Colombo-based 
diplomats in a bid to seek 
international help for the 
ambitious northern develop- 
ment plan but there were no 
significant aid pledges, 
diplomats said. 

"Even before the bomb 
attack there was grumbling 
about security in Jaffna," a 
diplomat at the meeting 
said. “There may be a lot of 
diplomats in Colombo to- 
day saying ‘we told you 
so.”* 

The authorities had been 
banking on the rehabilita- 
tion of Jaffna to jump start 
the country's economy 
which has been in serious 
trouble for the past two 
years because of ever inc- 


reasing defence expenditure 
and electricity shortages. 

President Kumaratunga 
told foreign envoys that the 
government could not wait 
for 100 per cent normalcy to 
begin rebuilding Jaffna 
where nearly 80 per cent of 
the homes have been dam- 
aged due to years of fight- 
ing. 

Donors had raised the 
issue of a main supply route 
to jaffna Because the LITE 
still controls the road to the 
peninsula, forcing authori- 
ties to use expensive air and 
sea transport. 

However, Britain had 
announced earlier that it 
will give five electricity 
generators costing $1.23 
million and appoint consul- 
tants to prepare a master 
plan for the restoration of 
power to the Jaffna peninsu- 
la. 

Defence officials said that 
although Tigers have been 
largely driven out of Jaffna, 
a few hundred rebels were 
still believed to be holed up 
and were possibly waiting 
to carry out sabotage or hit- 
and-run attacks. 


Bhutto offers to free Karachi detainees 


KARACHI (AFP) — The 
Pakistan government is pre- 
pared to release youths 
rounded up during a crack- 
down on political violence 
here as long as they admit 
they had acted under orders 
from the city's main opposi- 
tion port}'. Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto announced 
here. 

Criminal charges against 
youths will be dropped if 
they admit that “mistakes** 
were committed under the 
directive of the opposition 
Mohajir Qaumi Movement 
(MQM). she told a public 
meeting here late Thursday. 

Hundreds j^f.. people • inc- 
luding supporters and fol- 
lowers of MQM chief Altaf 
Hussain wrire arrested in 
security operations here 
over the past year. 

Some 2.100 people have 
died in political and ethnic 
violence here since January 
1995. The government 
blames the MQM for much 
of the violence and acts of 
terrorism. The party denies 
the charges. 

The MQM alleges that 
hundreds of its activist were 
killed in police custody. 

The amnesty offer was 
aimed at regaining the peo- 
ple’s trust, badly eroded 
after indiscriminate arrests 
in the city, analysts said 
here. 

It was expected to apply 
mainly to those arrested in 


mass sweeps rather than 
people involved in acts of 
violence, they said. 

Ms. Bhutto said that as 
peace was returning to 
Karachi, she had directed 
Sind province's Chief Mi- 
nister Abdullah Shah to put 
together a committee, head- 
ed by local MP Afaq 
Shahid, to review the cases 
of detained youths. 

The committee will exam- 
ine the cases of those 
involved in various crim- 
inial cases except murders, 
she said. 

“We will set them free for 
their betterment. But we 
will not release those who 
have murdered innocent 
people ” Ms. Bhutto said. 

Those freed will have to 
apologise and their parents 
will have to vow they will 
behave, she said. 

Ms. Bhutto made the 
speech in the city’s subur- 
ban slum, or Orangi, con- 
sidered an MQM strong- 
hold. The area was the 
scene of bloody gunbattles 
between militants and secu- 
rity officials last year. 

“I feel grief when inno- 
cent people are killed. I also 
fed sorrow when even a ter- 
rorist or a killer is killed," 
she said. 

Ms. Bhutto said her gov- 
ernment's main objective 
was to restore complete 
peace. "I do not have gre- 
nade or rocket launcher. I 


came here with a message 
of peace ” 

Observers said Ms. 
Bhutto’s offer to drop lesser 
charges could be a move to 
appease residents ahead of 
local government elections, 
tentatively scheduled here 
for November. 

Officials said around 180 
“terrorists” mostly belong- 
ing to MQM were killed in 
the city in clashes with se- 
curity forces, while around 
800 bad been arrested since 
last year. 

Local MQM leader Shoib 
Bukhari said some 1,600 
people had been detained on 
charges other than murder 
while (another 700 party 
men wferc facing charged -of 
terrorism including murder 
and arson. 

However, he dismissed 
Ms. Bhutto’s speech as a 
propaganda campaign, sa- 
ying it was an attempt to 
befool the people. The gov- 
ernment would now tty to 
obtain confessional state- 
ments from “fake" MQM 
workers, he remarked. 

“Whosoever wants to 
come to us. we are ready to 
help." Karachi police chief 
Shoib Sudle told AFP 
Friday. 

However, he said parents 
were bound to submit writ- 
ten statements that their 
children would not indulge 
in terrorism. 


Diana considers Charles divorce offer 


LONDON (R> — Princess 
Diana’s lawyer said Friday 
she could accept a divorce 
offer from Prince Charles as 
soon as next week, ending a 
15-year marriage that began 
as a fairy tale but ended in 
bitter discord. 

Princess Diana was due to 
meet her lawyer. Anthony 
Julius, later Friday to dis- 
cuss the offer by the heir to 
the British throne, delivered 
to Princess Diana’s legal 
team Thursday after 10 
weeks of bickering. 

Mr. Julius, speaking out- 
side his office in central 
London, told a horde of 
waiting reporters: “Proper 
consideration will be given 
to the proposals made. It 
could be next week beFore 
we know anything, maybe 
the week after.” 

A spokesman for Prince 
Charles declined comment, 
saying the divorce negotia- 
tions were private. Mr. Ju- 
lius, one of Britain’s leading 
media litigation lawyers but 
a divorce novice, said he 
had no idea yet of the de- 
tails of the offer. 

British media reported the 
deal offered Princess Diana 
a lump sum of between £15 
and £20 million ($23.4 and 
S3 1.2 million) plus around 
£400,000 a year to allow 
her to run a private “court" 
once she leaves the royal 
circle. 

The media speculated that 
Monday is the likeliest day 
for an announcement to 
avoid overshadowing a 
state visit to Britain by 
South Africa's President 


Nelson Mandela, starting 
Tuesday. 

Queen Elizabeth, who in 
December demanded the 
couple divorce speedily to 
stop further damage to* the 
royal family, is expected to 
step in to help Prince 
Charles pay — either by 
providing part of the money 
or by guaranteeing a bank 
loan. 

Prince Charles. 47. re- 
ceives an income of around 
£1.5 million (S2.34 million) 
a year from the Duchy of 
Cornwall, land and other 
investments. But he is not 
allowed to sell the assets of 
the duchy and could not 
come up with the lump sum 
on his own. 

Married in 1981 in a glit- 
tering ceremony, the couple 
soon drifted apart, finding 
few interests in common 
apart from their two sons. 
They have been separated 
since 1992 and have both 
since admitted adultery' dur- 
ing their marriage. 

Princess Diana. 35. de- 
layed her arrival at a charity 
ball in the centre of London 
hosted by former Pakistani 
cricket captain Imran Khan 
Thursday night to study 
details of the package. 

Dressed in an embroi- 
dered Pakistani-style cream 
outfit, she smiled broadly 
for a phalanx of photogra- 
phers and cameramen when 
she eventually arrived at the 
plush Dorchester Hotel. 

The latest deal is believed 
to meet most of her de- 
mands. although there is 
uncertainty whether she 


will be allowed her wish to 
retain the title of Her Royal 
Highness. 

It had been assumed until 
now that she would lose the 
title, like the Princess of 
York after her divorce earli- 
er this year from Prince 
Charles’s brother. Prince 
Andrew. But she remains 
the mother of a future king, 
elder son Prince William, 
who is 14. and will retain 
huge influence once he 
takes the throne. 

Once Princess Diana 
agrees to the terms, the mar- 
riage could be ended rapid- 
ly. Prince Charles could 
seek the first stage of the 
formal divorce process 
before the couple's 15th 
wedding anniversary on 
July 29, with the final 
decree coming six weeks 
and a day later. 

“We now expect there to 
be a very swift end to the 
marriage.” a source close to 
Princess Diana told the 
Daily Express, a British 
Tabloid newspaper. 

Princess Diana has been 
separated from Prince 
Charles for more than two 
years. Under English law, 
this is grounds for a di- 
vorce. 

If for some reason Prin- 
cess Diana decides the set- 
tlement offer is unaccept- 
able, Prince Charles could 
have to wait until the two 
have been separated for five 
years for a divorce without 
her consent. 


Burmese 

opposition 

members 

‘resigning 

under 

dures’ 

BANGKOK (AFP) — Bur- 
mese opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi said Fri- 
day that detained activists 
from her National League 
-for Democracy .(NLD). 
were, being forced to resign 
•from their elected posts 
under duress. 

Some 14 NLD candidates 
who won seats in the 
abortive elections of 1991 
had been released from 
detention by the military 
authorities after being pres- 
sured into signing away 
their elected posts. Ms. Suu 
Kyi told AFP. 

"There was a lot of pres- 
sure exerted on them. 
Some were threatened with 
prison sentences, some 
were told they would have 
to leave their state-owned 
apartments in which they 
were staying,” she said in a 
telephone interview. 

Resignation notices have 
been plastered across the 
front pages of the official 
press in recent weeks, 
announcing that the named 
NLD members no longer 
“wished to do party poli- 
tics.” Two such announce- 
ments appeared Tuesday. 

More than 200 elected 
NLD officials were among 
262 opposition activists 
rounded up in a massive 
sweep in late May ahead of 
a party meeting to mark the 
sixth anniversary of the 
1990 elections, which the 
NLD won by a landslide. 

The military junta, which 
had supervised the elec- 
tions, refused to honour the 
results, and launched a 
repressive crackdown 
against its political opposi- 
tion. 

Ms. Suu Kyi said the 
NLD had been in contact 
with the officials who had 
stepped down, but added 
that the party regarded the 
government’s actions as 
“illegal” and invalid and 
would not accept the resig- 
nations. 

“We do not regard the 
resignations as valid at all, 
especially as they were 
signed under force and that 
is illegal.” Ms. Suu Kyi 
said. 

“They were made to 
resign as members of par- 
liament. which of course 
they cannot do. because 
they can only do it if par- 
liament is in session." she 
said. 

The ruling junta has set 
up a national convention in 
the place of parliament 
aimed at drawing up a state 
constitution under which 
the military would remain 
as a leading force in any 
future governments. 



Residents in Hangzhou, a town in eastern China, are ferried to work in row boats as 
severe flooding in the region continues. Local officials said torrential rains have 
affected 10 mffUon people and swamped valneable farmland planted with summer 
crops (Reuter photo) 

Over 300 die in Chinese floods 


BEUING (AFP) — The death toll soared to 
more than 300 Friday in the worst floods to 
hit southern and eastern China for half a 
century, as international aid began to trick- 
le in. the Red Cross said. 

Torrential rains that battered the province 
of Hubei Monday and Tuesday triggered 
floods that killed between 40 and 50 people 
and seriously injured 764, a local Red Cross 
official said by telephone. 

The Yangtze River, China’s longest, 
crosses the province from west to east and 
has been swollen by the rains. 

Around 3.5 million people living in 56 
towns and districts have been affected by 
floods after 315 millimetres of rain fell 
Monday and Tuesday, the official said. 

At least 260 other people have been killed 
in floods which have swamped eight other 
provinces in the south, centre and east of 
the country since last Sunday. 

Overall more than 14 million people have 
been affected by the floods which have 
caused damage estimated at $1.2 billion. 

China’s longest river, the Yangtze, over- 
flowed in Sichuan province, killing 27 peo- 
ple, a Red Cross official in the province told 
AFP. adding that they were awaiting casual- 
ty reports from dozens of stricken villages. 

The River Lishui in the central province 
of Hunan has overflowed, killing four peo- 
ple according to an incomplete toll given by 
the local Red Cross. ... 

Until Thursday, a death toll of 229 had 
been established in the south and east of • 
China' in' the latest floods to hit the country. 

A dyke 30 kilometres north of the 
Zhejiang capital Hangzhou was reaching 
breaking point under the pressure of water 
from the Tianxi River. It could swamp a 
region inhabited by millions of people, offi- 
cials said. 

Thousands of passengers were trapped for 


60 hours on four trains between Anhui and 
Jiangxi when a bridge gave way and the 
track was submerged in a metre of water. 

The army has dispatched 400,000 soldiers 
to the eastern provinces of Zhejiang and 
Anhui, to Jiangxi in the southeast and 
Guizhou and Guangxi in the south, to help 
in the evacuation of 450.000 people. 

China’s Civil Affairs Ministry Wednesday 
voiced readiness to receive aid from 
abroad. 

The international aid organisation 
Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) Friday 
declared it was prepared to send several 
charter aircraft to needy provinces “within 
24 hours.” 

“A crisis cell is already in place in Paris 
and oil European sections of MSF are wait- 
ing for the green light to send blankets, 
tents, rubber dinghys. sanitary ware, water 
supplies and medical kits to any place that 
needs them." China Project Coordinator 
Marcel Roux said. 

He was already in contact with provincial 
authorities in Anhui, the worst-hit region 
where 5,38 million people have been affect- 
ed. 

The Hong Kong Red Cross (HKRC) has 
collected about $71,430 for the Chinese 
Red Cross to buy water disinfectants and 
medicine for Zhejiang, Anhui and Guizhou 
provinces, an HKRC spokesman was quot- 
ed by Xinhua as. saying. 

The official news agency said five 
provinces were severely affected with the 
loss of more than 200 lives, a figure lower 
than that compiled from other reports. 

China suffers flooding during its summer 
rainy season every year, and the total of 
dead so far this year was more than 400, 
including those who perished before the lat- 
est disaster. Last year at least 1.500 people 
died. 


Bangladesh floods kill 9, maroon thousands 


DHAKA (R) — Floods 
sweeping across large areas 
of Bangladesh killed at least 
nine people and left thou- 
sands homeless, officials 
said Friday. 

Many more people were 
marooned as floods swept 
through villages, cut roads 
and forced villagers to flee 
to higher ground. 

Floodwaters have started 
creeping into low-lying 
areas around Bangladesh's 
capital Dhaka, forcing hun- 
dreds of slum-dwellers to 
abandon their shanties, wit- 
nesses said Friday. 

More than one million of 
the country’s 120 million 
people have been affected 
by the floods after major 
rivers, including the Gan- 
ges, Jamuna, Brahmaputra. 
Teesta, Monu and Surma 
burst their banks. 

Four deaths were reported 
in the coastal district of 
Cox’s Bazar, along the fron- 
tier with Burma, where one 
child and three wood-cut- 
ters were washed into the 
flooded Matamuhuri River 
Thursday night, officials 
and reporters said. 

Local residents, braving 
foul weather, recovered the 
body of the child, an official 
said. 


“Others might have been 
swept far downstream by 
the strong current," he told 
reporters. 

Three other deaths were 
reported in the northern dis- 
trict of Sirajganj, where 
swirling floodwaters tore 
through hundreds of vil- 
lages. washing away hous- 
es. cattle and crops, they 
said. 

Road links to the north- 
eastern tea-growing district 
of Sylhet were cut Thursday 
night after swelling rivers 
demolished a flood protec- 
tion embankment and sub- 
merged a highway. 

Hundreds of families in 
the largely hill and forest 
district sought higher 
ground, from where they 
told officials they had seen 
corpses floating down the 
overflowing rivers. 

Police said only two 
deaths had been reported in 
Sylhet so far. 

Officials said monsoon 
rain and water run-off from 
hills in neighbouring India 
had inundated large parts of 
16 of Bangladesh ’5 64 ad- 
ministrative districts. 

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, who took office less 
than two weeks ago, has 
asked the armed forces to be 


on standby for emergency 
relief and rescue operations. 

Until now. rescue efforts 
have been supervised by 
district officials, but reports 
from stricken areas say their 
efforts are proving inade- 
quate. 

News reports said the 
most affected districts were 
Sylhet. Gaibandha. Jamal- 
pur, Habiganj, Pabna, Kuri- 
gram and Cox’s Bazar. 

“We are expecting a major 
flood this year. The symp- 
toms are already there." a 
meteorological official 
warned Friday. 

Local officials said thou- 
sands of acres of paddy and 
other crops had been flood- 
ed, but it was too early to 
assess the damage. 

Flood conditions were 
worsened by the opening of 
sluice gates on India's Fara- 
kka Barrage, near Bangla- 
desh's northern border in 
Rajshahi district, officials 
said. 

They said the opening of 
sluice gates released excess 
rain water into the down- 
stream of the Ganges River, 
which is called the Padma 
in Bangladesh. This could 
not be independently veri- 
fied. 


Conference sets new mine-clearing standards 


ELSINORE, Denmark (R) 
— Defence specialists, aid 
agencies and government 
officials from 48 countries 
agreed Thursday on new 
standards for humanitarian 
mine-clearing and host 
Denmark pledged S6 mil- 
lion to help world de-min- 
ing efforts. 

Ending a three-day con- 
ference. Danish Develop- 
ment Aid Minister Poul 
Nielson said delegates had 
set international bench- 
marks for safe and effective 
civil mine-clearing and 
should have a final draft for 
the United Nations in 
October. 

“We hope that this work 
can be advanced so quickly 


that it could be possible at 
the coming U.N. General 
Assembly to elevate this 
standard by... recommend- 
ing it in a resolution." he 
told journalists. 

“Certainly this conference 
is a significant landmark 
toward progress in creating 
a mine-free world at long 
last” said U.N. Undersec- 
retary-General for Humani- 
tarian Affairs Yasushi 
Akashi. 

Apart from codifying 
technical procedures for 
locating, surveying and 
clearing minefields, the new 
guidelines lay down mini- 
mum standards for safety, 
operator training and med- 
ical support and call for 


establishment of national 
mine databases. 

There are about 110 mil- 
lion active mines around the 
world and the United Na- 
tions says for every one 
cleared. 20 new devices are 
sown, killing and maiming 
civilians and causing hun- 
ger and economic disarray 
by malting farmland unus- 
able. 

Humanitarian de-mining 
seeks to reclaim mine-cont- 
aminated land for agricul- 
ture and safe habitation and 
requires a greater degree of 
clearance than military 
mine-clearing, which often 
has as its goal only the 
opening of a path through a 
mined area. 


Unmarried Belgian 
prince insists he 
will be king 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Prince Philippe, the unmar- 
ried heir to the Belgian 
throne, has moved 'to 
dampen speculation that he 
will give, up the succession 
in favour of his younger 
sister. Princess Astrid. The 
36-year-old prince, eldest 
son of King Albert IL used 
a series of interviews with 
the country's flemish press 
to categorically deny he 
was planning to step aside 
in favour of his more popu- 
lar sibling. Princess Astrid, 
34, also has the advantage 
of already being the mother 
of four children while 
Prince Philippe has yet to 
show any sign of finding a 
suitable partner with whom 
he can produce offspring. 
Speculation about a possi- 
ble shake-up in the normal 
order of succession has 
been boosted by growing 
doubts about sports-mad 
Prince Philippe's capacity 
to fill the role of monarch. 
Princess Astrid, in contrast, 
is seen as a highly compe- 
tent figure combining tra- 
ditional virtue with a mod- 
em image. If she was to 
take over from her father, 
she would be Belgium's 
first female monarch, 
something which was only 
made possible under a con- 
stitutional change intro- 
duced in 1991. Prince 
Philippe has already 
missed out on the throne 
once before. Belgium's for- 
mer King Baudouin, who 
did not have any children, 
had always seen his ne- 
phew Prince Philippe as his 
successor. But when King 
Baudouin died suddenly in 
1993. Prince Philippe was 
judged too immature to 
take over and King Albert 
stepped in. 

Judge: World 
duller if men stop 
at ‘no’ 

WELLINGTON (R) — A 
-New Zealand judge pro- 
voked a sharp backlash 
Thursday after he com- 
mented in a rape trial that 
the world be much less 
exciting if every man 
through history had 
stopped the first time a wo- 
man said “no.” Chief Jus- 
tice Sir Thomas Eiche- 
baum took the unusual step 
of issuing a press statement 
labelling Judge David Mor- 
ris's comments in his sum- 
ming up as “inappropri- 
ate." A jury of seven wo- 
men and five men took 45 
minutes to acquit a 21- 
year-old process worker 
charged with rape and 
unlawful sexual connection 
in the case. “Justice Morris 
was explaining to tee jury 
that a consent reluctantly 
given was still a consent," 
Sir Thomas said in his 
statement after he had dis- 
cussed the matter with 
Judge Morris. Opposition 
Labour Party justice 
spokesman Phil Goff said 
the remark was thought- 
less. offensive and “com- 
pletely out of line” in tee 
context of a rape trial. “The 
chief justice will need to 
examine Justice Morris's 
comments closely and tee 
context within which they 
were made when consider- 
ing his suitability for con- 
ducting future trials." Mr. 
Goff said. Rape Crisis na- 
tional spokeswoman Toni 
All wood said Judge Mor- 
ris's comment was unac- 
ceptable and offensive. She 
said if every man stopped 
when a woman said “no” 
the world would be a much 
safer place. 

Teen saved by 
aerial in 9-floor 
plunge 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A 
teenage girl survived a 
nine-floor plunge in Ka- 
zakhstan when her fall was 
broken by a luckily placed 
television antenna, ITAR- 
TASS news agency said 
Friday. The 17-year-old 
resident of Atyrau, in tee 
Central Asian republic, was 
feeling dizzy and had gone 
out for fresh air when she 
fell from the apartment's 
balcony. The girl suffered a 
punctured liver and knee 
damage, but underwent a 
successful operation and 
will not be paralysed, doc- 
tors said. 
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Two female National Assembly members from Taiwan's opposition Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) confront 
a male colleague, Chen Tsun-Hsiong (left) of the ruling Nationalist Party, after Mr. Chen pushed down another 
DPP member Chen Chin-Teh during an assembly session Friday in Taipei (Heater photo) 

Partisan chaos mars Taiwan National Assembly 


TAIPEI (R) — Chaos 
feigned at Taiwan's Natio- 
nal Assembly for a second 
day Friday as opposition 
and ruling deputies clawed, 
punched and gouged each 
other in hopes of seizing 
control of the new session. 

Ruling Nationalist Party 
and opposition Democratic 
Progressive Party deputies 
battled around the speaker's 
dais in a prolonged scuffle 
over selection of a session 
chairman. 

"In a democracy, we 
should count heads, not 
break heads," lamented for- 
mer Foreign Minister Fre- 
drick Cbien, a Nationalist 
candidate for speaker of the . 
largely^ ceremonial assem 7: ;. 

bly.ii*' -.v.ijf Mn.fi* ■ 

The^assembly-hi*4 opened... 
on a violent note Thursday, 
with deputies pushing and 


kicking to gain control of 
the body whose chief duty 
is to debate constitutional 
amendments. 

In the end. the two main 
parties each elected a rival 
chairman for the session 
that is expected to last two 
months — a stalemate that 
was expected to continue. 

The National Assembly, 
once a compliant Nationa- 
list Party rubber stamp, has 
seen its influence wane in 
the past decade as Taiwan 
has replaced authoritarian- 
ism with democracy. But 
the assembly remains a po- 
tent forum for political ex- 
pression. 

. Some deputies came Fri- 
-day -apparently ready for 
.action’.' 'V ; 

i Nationalist deputy and ex- 
boxer Chen Tsun-Hsiung, 
discarding suit-and-tie de- 


corum in favour of a sweat 
suit, kicked down opposi- 
tion member Chen Chin- 
Teh as he tried to speak over 
the din in front of the podi- 
um. 

Two opposition women, 
one in a green headband, 
rushed to their felled col- 
league's defence, attacking 
the former boxer — and 
triggering a new wave of 
chaos under a huge solemn 
portrait of republican Chi- 
na's founding father. Sun 
Yat-Sen. 

The gavel-to-gavel vio- 
lence has been aired across 
Taiwan on live television. 

Disciplinary leaders of 
both parties have urged 
members to behave-and re- 
solve - their differences' 
through fl negotiations, 1 n l but 
their exhortations have 
proved useless. 



I — — — 

Ho Min-Hau, a Taiwan National Assembly member from the opposition Democratic 
Progressive Partv, watches as a phvsician attends to his foot injured following a scuf- 
fle at an assembly session in Taipei Friday. The assembly began a two-month-long 
stormy session Thursday and chaos continued on the second day over disagreements 
on meeting procedures ( Reuter photo) 

Cholera outbreak reported in N. Korea 


SEOUL (R) — North Korea 
has been hit by a cholera 
^utbreak that has infected 
hundreds of malnourished 
soldiers and civilians, kil- 
ling many of them, a South 
Korean intelligence agency 

reported Friday. 

Seoul health authorities 
said they were stepping up 
quarantine inspections at 
ports in response. 

The Agency for National 
Security Planning quoted 
ethnic Korean "travellers 
trom China as saying the 
outbreak was centred on the 
west coast and one northern 
province. 

“Since early June an out- 
break of cholera has been 
reported in North Korea's 
west coast and northern 
Yansgang province, infect- 
lug hundreds of civilians 
and soldiers and killing 
many of them,” an agency 
statement said. 

''Malnutrition, which has 
> weakened the health of 
North Koreans, seems to be 
the cause of the cholera out- 
break.” 

Pyongyang had launched 
vaccination and sterilisation 
programmes to prevent fur- 
ther spread of the disease 


that causes dehydration and 
severe diarrhoea and can 
kill w'ithin hours if not treat- 
ed promptly. 

International relief organ- 
isations have warned that 
epidemics could sweep 
North Korea unless ade- 
quate food aid arrives. Old 
people and babies are most 
at risk. 

A Health Ministry spokes- 
man said ships and products 
from North Korea would be 
more rigorously checked. 

"The "ministry will also 
increase the frequency of 
tests of waters along the 
west coast and shellfish 
caueht in the yellow sea to 
prevent the possible out- 
break of cholera from 
spreading to the South, the 
spokesman said. 

“There is a high possibili- 
ty that cholera could spread 
further in North Korea, 
which is facing a rainy sea- 
son." he added. Cholera is a 
water-borne disease. 

On Thursday the interna- 
tional Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crwcent 

Societies tIFRCi said North 

Korea, struggling to recover 
from disastrous floods last 
vear which wiped out most 


of its 1995 rice harvest, 
faces another grim winter 
under threat of starvation 
and disease. 

In a report from its repre- 
sentative in Pyongyang, the 
IFRC said the coming har- 
vest would fall short by an 
amount that would feed 
four to five million people. 
North Korea's population is 
23 million. 

South Korea, Japan and 
the United States have 
together chipped in about 
SI 5 million to the latest 
U.N. aid appeal for North 
Korea aimed at raising 
$43.6 million. 

Analysts said the food cri- 
sis may be delaying the 
enthronement of North Ko- 
rea's Kim Jong-D as the 
Communist world's first 
hereditary’ leader. 

A cryptic line in an offi- 
cial poem released Thurs- 
day gave the strongest hint 
vet that Mr. Kim would sit 
our a three-year mourning 
period following the death 
of his father Kim Il-Sung 
before being appointed to 
the key posts of state presi- 
dent and secretary general 
of the ruling Workers’ Party. 


Yeltsin set to name cabinet 


Another wave of scuffles 
erupted Friday when oppo- 
sition deputies mistook a 
Nationalist colleague for an 
intelligence agent and tried 
to drag him from the meet- 
ing hah. 

“Ten to 20 people tried to 
beat me up. Luckily 1 could 
still handle the situation,” 
Nationalist Deputy Lin Jen- 
Teh told state-funded televi- 
sion after being chased 
around the hall. 

To tell allies from adver- 
saries, Democratic Progres- 
sive Party members began 
wearing green armbands 
while members of the fledg- 
ling New Party' opted for 
yellow armbands. 

Taiwan’s, history qf vio^ 
ience ia tiie^.parliament’ and; 
National' Assembly dates to 
the late 1980s when the rul- 
ing Nationalists used their 
strong majority to dominate 
meetings. 

Opposition lawmakers 
found violence won head- 
lines and seemed to boost 
popular support in the face 
of Nationalist dominance. 

Violent incidents, des- 
cribed by some opposition 
members as the best means 
to end ruling party authori- 
tarianism, have de-creased 
in recent years as opposition 
candidates have gained 
more seats in parliament. 

The Nationalist Party 
holds a one-seat majority in 
the Legislative Yuan, or par- 
liament 

There have been mount- 
ing calls to disband the as- 
sembly now that Taiwan’s 
democrats sati on has brought 
popular elections for the 
presidency, which had long 
been appointed by the as- 
sembly. 

Incumbent Lee Teng-Hui 
won a landslide victory on 
March 23 in the first direct 
presidential election. 

Tajik 
forces 
retake key 
town 

DUSHANBE (AFP) — 
Tajik government forces 
have recaptured the strate- 
gic central town of Tavil- 
Dara, held for almost two 
months by pro-Islamic op- 
position forces, a spokes- 
man for Dushanbe authori- 
ties said Friday. 

“Tavil-Dara is in the 
hands of government for- 
ces,” Zafar Saidov, spokes- 
man for the Tajik presiden- 
cy. told a press conference 
in the Tajik capital Du- 
shanbe, adding that fight- 
ing in the town had left 
victims on both sides. 

Mr. Saidov said Defence 
and Interior Ministry for- 
ces of the neo-Communist 
government launched an 
offensive Monday on the 
town, situated 200 kiiome- 
ires (125 miles) east of 
Dushanbe. 

He said some isolated 
exchanges of fire were 
continuing in the town. 


MOSCOW (R) — President Boris Yeltsin, secure in the 
Kremlin for another four years, will name a new govern- 
ment team in the next few days, Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin was quoted as saying Friday. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who won a resounding victory in 
Wednesday’s presidential runoff, has the formal right to 
nominate his prime minister only after he is sworn in for a 
second term in office. 

But he has already made clear that Mr. Chernomyrdin, the 
former gas industry boss viewed in the West as a solid guar- 
antor Of Russian economic reforms, will stay in charge. 

The election, watched with anxiety around the world, 
reached a rather anti climactic end when it became clear 
soon after the polls closed at 1900 GMT Wednesday that 
Mr. Yeltsin was beaded for victory. 

The preli minary count, with almost all ballots in, gives 
him 53.7 per cent of the votes compared to 40.4 per cent for 
Communist challenger Gennady Zyuganov. 

But almost five per cent of voters — or 3.5 milli on peo- 
ple — made the effort of showing up at the polls, only to 
vote against both candidates, a way to register a protest. 

“Let us not divide the country into the victorious and the 
vanquished,” a conciliatory Yeltsin said as he thanked vot- 
ers for their support in a televised address. 

Nationalist-minded Zyuganov grudgingly conceded 
defeat late Thursday and the State Duma lower house of 
parliament, also dominated by Communists and national- 
ists, sent Mr. Yeltsin a congratulatory telegram Friday. 

Interfax said Parliament Chairman Gennady Seleznyov 
had wished the president the “wisdom, health and strength” 
he needed to cope with Russia's problems. 

And there are certainly many problems, not least on the 
economic front where a steep decline in industrial output 
shows little sign of coming to an end 

Expensive pre-election promises from Mr. Yeltsin in the 
run-up to the poll risk busting the budget, wrecking plans 
for Russia to get all the money promised in a big 
International Monetary Fund loan and sending inflation 
spiralling up again. 

Russian consumer prices rose a monthly 1.2 per cent in 
June, the lowest level since economic reforms began. 

Mr. Yeltsin may also have to take account of the fact that 
the Co mmunis t-led opposition won more than 29 million 
votes Wednesday, up from 24 milli on in the first round on 
June 16. • 

“We should not lose heart and consider ourselves defeat- 
ed,” the pro-Communist newspaper Sovietskaya Rossiya 
said Friday. “We are tens of milli ons who are still ready to 
work hard to save our country from devastation and 
enslavement” 

Western leaders and Russia’s liberal newspapers have 
already hailed Mr. Yeltsin’s win as a victory for democracy, 
but added the rider — what happens next? 


Mr. Yeltsin, who suffered two heart attacks last year, fell 
ill a gain in the final days of the second round campaign, 
although he has been working in his Kremlin office for the 
last two days. 

Interfax said Mr, Yeltsin had arrived in the Kremlin at 8 
ajn. And was discussing social problems such as the need 
for wages and pensions to be paid on time. 

Foreign observers said Thursday that the poll was broad- 
ly free and fair, although they complained that Mr. Yeltsin 
had had unfair access to the Russian mass media in a relent- 
less television campaign. 

Mr. Zyuganov, conceding defeat, complained of “gross 
violations” in the way Mr. Yeltsin had exploited the 
machinery of the state and the mass media. But, putting on 
a brave face, he said: "We respect the will of the citizens of 
the Russian Federation.” 

He even sent Mr. Yeltsin a telegram of congratulations 
and called for a role for the Communists in the new gov- 
ernment. 

Both Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Chernomyrdin have indicated 
they are ready to accept some opposition figures in the new 
government. 

But Mr. Chernomyrdin said Thursday that ministers 
would be invited as top professionals rather than as repre- 
sentatives of a specific political party. 

‘Tt is very possible that they will belong ro other parties 
and movements... but they must leave behind whatever 
colours they come with. Everything will be one colour. A 
workmanlike one," he told a news conference. 

German Chancellor Helmut Kohl congratulated Mr. 
Yeltsin Thursday on his reelection as Russia’s president and 
said he had no doubt Mr. Yeltsin would keep steering 
Russia down the path of reform. Germany is easily the 
biggest provider of financial aid to Russia, and Mr. Kohl, 
Mr. Yeltsin's staunchest advocate in the West, had made no 
secret of his desire to see him retain power. 

“I have often been criticised because X unreservedly sup- 
ported this presidency,” Mr. Kohl told reporters. “For that 
reason. I am especially pleased.” 

Mr. Kohl, who enjoys warm personal relations with Mr. 
Yeltsin, said he had telephoned the president to congratu- 
late him. 

“1 told him how many’ of us, in Germany and elsewhere, 
hope that he will,, step by step, advance reforms to increase 
the rule of law, expand democratic institutions and carry out 
the necessary economic reforms for more social stability — 
and I have no doubt he will do it,” he said. 

Askqd about Mr. Yeltsin's fragile health, Mr. Kohl said: ‘1 
spoke to a man who... after dozens of election campaign 
appearances in the toughest of weather conditions is natu- 
rally marked by his election campaign.” 

Mr. Kohl earlier concluded a congratulatory telegram by 
wishing “strength, health and success” to “Dear Boris.” 


East Europe relieved but wary after Yeltsin win 


WARSAW (R) — Eastern 
Europeans greeted the result 
of Russia's presidential 
polls with wary relief, tem- 
pered by fears over victor 
Boris Yeltsin’s shaky health 
and • his possible need to 
jCbmpfoiuise orLiefornu- 1 

Politicians in stares wiridr 
threw off Soviet domination 
six years ago generally 
hailed the defeat of Com- 
munist Gennady Zyuganov, 
but some warned the West 
not to be complacent over 
Russia's stability and to 
hasten NATO’s eastward 
expansion. 

*‘Mr. Yeltsin, although not 
a model for democracy, rep- 
resents much more stability 
than Zyuganov,” said Ma- 
ty as Eorsi, chairman of the 
Hungarian parliament's Fo- 
reign Relations Committee. 

The Baltic stales of Es- 
tonia, Latvia and Lithuania, 
whose prime concern were 
Mr. Zyuganov’s hopes to 
rebuild the Soviet Union, 
which they quit in 1991, 
signalled relief that voters 
turned down the Com- 
munist challenger. 

“It is positive the elections 
took place and that the Rus- 
sian people gave a clear ‘no’ 
to communism and the res- 


toration of the Soviet Un- 
ion,” Estonian Foreign Mi- 
nister Slim Kallas said in a 
statement 

His Latvian counterpart 
Valdis Birkavs said Mr. Yel- 
tsin’s victory made ‘his job 
.■ ; easie£i/i:-i ■ ,-,;irr. 
i “Wb 'know what. Yeltsin is > 
-like and we do not. need- to 
make any big changes in 
our policy,” he told Reuters. 

But he warned that the 
impact of General Alexan- 
der Lebed in Mr. Yieltsin’s 
team was yet hard to asses. 

This concern “was echoed 
by the bead of Polish parlia- 
ment’s Foreign Relations 
Committee, Bronislaw Ge- 
remek. 

He said Mr. Yeltsin’s debt 
to Gen. Lebed, his health 
and the C ommunis t's 40 per 
cent showing, put the future 
in question. 

“In Russian politics big- 
power accents may become 
more pronounced — ac- 
cents tied to the imperial 
tradition,” he said. 

Polish President Aleksan- 
der Kwasniewski due to 
meet U.S. President Bill 
Clinton in Washington 
Monday, as the first leader 
from the region to do so 
after the Russian polls, will 


seek assurance arid details 
on NATO's growth. 

Mr. Kwasniewski told re- 
porters Mr. Yeltsin's victory 
in democratic, fair polls was 
a good sign for Poland, and 
discussion on NATO expan- 
.fision Would 1 ^be’ffeedjqf elec- 
-'tion campaigning! ‘ 

• “I think there will now be 
a greater openness to dia- 
logue,” said the ex-Com- 
munist now turned Social 
Democrat 

Poland, the Czech Re- 
public and Hungary are in 
the front rank of prospective 
new NATO members whose 
entry process to the Western 
military alliance is expected 
to be launched next year. 

Czech President Vaclav 
Havel, in a statement prais- 
ing Mr. Yeltsin’s role in pro- 
moting difficult reforms in 
Russia, said he was sure the 
process would continue 
there. 

“He also expressed the 
hope that after Boris Yel- 
tsin’s victory... Russia will 
continue to cooperate close- 
ly with the European and 
world community for the 
creation of a new world 
order... founded on mutual 
trust and respect,” the state- 
ment said. 


Some regional leaders, 
wary of explicitly backing 
Mr. Yeltsin before the vote, 
expressed open satisfaction 
over his victory. 

Bulgaria’s President Zhe- 
lyu Zhelev said. b& hoped" ■ 
Mr. .Yelt^m’s^iwui .was ifj* , 
turning of the titijejjtbat has' ... |S 
returned ex-Ccnhjpunists to f 
power in several former 
Soviet bloc states. “After 
the inspiring victory of de- 
mocratic forces in parlia- 
mentary elections in Al- 
bania and Mongolia the tri- 
umph of democracy in Rus- 
sia's presidential election is 
a good sign,” he said. 

His comments were 
echoed by Tritan Sbehu, 
leader of the Albanian rul- 
ing anti-Communist. De- 
mocratic Party. 

“I hail Yeltsin's victory 
because it shows that the 
nostalgia of communism is 
on the wane,” he said. 

Romanian President Ion 
Hiescu’s spokesman told 
Reuters: “Yeltsin’s election 
is a pre-requisite for politi- 
cal and economic reforms in' 
Russia to continue,” adding 
that this would serve Ro- 
mania’s own security, sta- 
bility and economic ties. 


Dole marks July 4 with Clinton hails Yeltsin 
call for U.S. leadership reelection victory 


WHEATON, Illinois (R) — 
Republican presidential 
candidate Bob Dole, mark- 
ing independence day while 
campaigning in the mid- 
west, called for the nation 
to take a stronger interna- 
tional leadership role with a 
modernised military force. 

His remarks on foreign 
policy marked a shift from 
a week of campaigning that 
saw Sen. Dole dogged by 
domestic issues such as 
abortion, which has threat- 
ened to divide Republicans, 
and his controversial com- 
ments about tobacco that 
led to his sparring with the 
media. 

“We must remember that 
the world remains a very 
dangerous place,” Sen. 
Dole said adding that the 
United States feces the 
threats of “ethnic conflicts, 
religious extremism, prolif- 
eration of weapons of mass 
destruction and the growing 
threat of international ter- 
rorism." 

'The fight against inter- 
national terrorism can only 
be won with American lea- 
dership, leadership that sets 
a firm and consistent 
course,” he said. 

“Modernising our armed 
forces is a requirement, not 
an option. Maintaining our 


technological edge is a re- 
quirement, not an option,” 
he said. “Our goal must • 
ways be strength to guaran- 
tee that no one is tempted to 
threaten us ever ever 
again.” 

Sen. Dole marched in a 
parade down North Main 
Street in the picture post- 
card Chicago suburb of 
Wheaton, waving to the 
cheering crowd and shak- 
ing hands with supporters. 
He later attended a back- 
yard picnic in' nearby Glen 
Ellyn, Illinois. 

Sen. Dole trails President 
Bill Clinton in recent polls 
of Illinois voters, a state 
with the most electoral 
votes in the midwest, 22, 
and a state both the De- 
mocartic and Republican 
camps see as a major battle- 
ground in the Nov. 5 elec- 
tion. 

The strongly Republican 
western suburbs of Chicago 
are the territory of Repre- 
sentative Henry Hyde, a 
fervent abortion foe and the 
Republican Party’s plat- 
form chairman who was 
angered by Sen. Dole’s 
recent proposal to include a 
tolerance clause toward 
those for and against abor- 
tion in the platform. 


YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio 
(R) — President Bill 

Clinton, his own political 
fortunes tied to Russia's 
election, Thursday hailed 
President Boris Yeltsin’s 
win and said it showed that 
Russians have “turned their 
back on tyranny.” 

During Independence 
Day appearances in Ohio 
and Maryland, Mr. Clinton 
welcomed the Yeltsin victo- 
ry over Communist Gen- 
nady Zyuganov as an “his- 
toric achievement” in the 
spread of democratic val- 
ues. 

“With a decisive voice, 
the Russian people chose 
democracy,” Mr. Clinton 
said during an outdoor 
speech in Youngstown, 
which was marking the 
200th anniversary of its 
founding. 

“Yesterday they said 'we 
want to keep on moving 
forward. We choose free- 
dom. We choose democra- 
cy.”’ Mr. Clinton said, not- 
ing “we’ve all got a stake in 
what happens in other 
countries that we used to be 
so far apart from.” 

While House officials 
dearly were elated that Mr. 
Yeltsin, whose political 
future appeared bleak only 


six months ago. managed to 
win a second term despite 
serious questions about his 
health. 

If Mr. Yeltsin had lost to 
Mr. Zyuganov, who advo- 
cated resurrecting the old 
Soviet Union, Mr. Clinton 
would have faced a barrage 
of political attacks for his 
handling of relations with 
the Russian leader — 
whose reelection he ail but 
publicly endorsed. 

“The Russian people have 
turned their back on tyran- 
ny, they are turning the cor- 
ner toward freedom." he 
said during a stop at Patu- 
xent Naval Air Station. Ma- 
ryland. “They and their lea- 
ders have cleared another 
important hurdle in build- 
ing a new and enduring 
democracy” 

“I want to congratulate 
President Yeltsin on his re- 
election. It has a nice ring 
to it,” said a broadly smil- 
ing Clinton, who hopes to 
win his own second term in 
office in November. 

Mr. Clinton, who was 
expected to talk with Mr. 
Yeltsin by telephone Friday, 
said the election’s outcome 
“bodes very good news for 
the future of the entire 
world.” 
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Mandate is for reform 

THE ELECTION of incumbent Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin for another term has been hailed by 
several Western leaders as either a triumph for 
democracy (as expressed by President Bill Clinton) 
, or as a vote of confidence in the reformist policies of 
his government (as echoed by Germany’s 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl). By and large, though, 
the reelec don of Yeltsin, is being viewed as a rejec- 
tion of the option to return to Communfet rule with 
which the bitter past in Russia had been associated 
for several decades. Still, the victory of the Yeltsin 
forces was neither easy nor immune from accusa- 
tions of fool play on election day. 

Russian voters were caught in a whirlwind of 
speculations about the health of their president. For 
almost a week prior to voting day, Yeltsin was 
nowhere to be seen. His opponents tried to capi- 
talise on his health by depicting him as a “living 
corpse.” The resurfacing of Yeltsin on July 3, how- 
ever, did succeed in allaying the anxieties of his peo- 
ple although it did not remove altogether the fears 
that his health was not that good. In retrospect, 
those who supported him continued to do so with 
little concern for his physical well-being. Many 
Russians voted for him not so much for his person 
but rather for his liberal policies, above all on polit- 
ical and economic reforms. 

General Lebed’s decision to extend support to 
Yeltsin also may explain the president’s added 
strength in the run-up vote. But this fact did not 
prevent Communist candidate Gennady Zyuganov 
from accusing the Yeltsin-Lebed camp of engaging 
in voting irregularities to rig the election results in 
their favour. The Communist candidate was a mere 
three pojnts behind Yeltsin in June 16 elections and 
finally stood more than 15 points behind. 

But given the fact that Zyuganov later acknowl- 
edged the legitimacy of the Yeltsin victory, what 
remains to be seen is whether his reformist policies 
will succeed in addressing both the economic hard- 
ships ; of pns. people and their yearning for real 
democracy. The level of corruption, racketeering 
and violence in the current Russian economy is 
more than enough to raise doubts about tire ulti- 
mate success of bis economic package. Hie hard- 
ships and deprivations associated with the 
Communist order have been replaced with other 
kinds of economic dislocations, inefficiencies and 
continued polarisation of the Russian people 
between the haves and have-nots. As for the cele- 
bration of the victory of democracy over tyranny, 
the world can never forget the militant perfor- 
mance of Yeltsin against the Russian parliament 
three years ago when he used raw power to dislodge 
opposition deputies from power. Yeltsin's record on 
Chechenya also does not lend support to the propo- 
sition that his beliefs in democracy are deep-rooted. 
The Russian military adventure in Chechenya took 
a heavy toll in lives but also on democracy and the 
right of Chechen people to self-determination. 

President Yeltsin has now a frill four-year term to 
rectify his past image on democracy and economic 
reforms. He has won a mandate to put his country 
and people back on track in their quest for real 
progress and reform. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE ISSUE of bread prices and the government's 
reported intention to hike them came under scrutiny 
from a writer for A1 Dustour who said that increase in 
bread prices was bound to hit the most vulnerable sec- 
tor, namely the limited-income groups and the needy. 
Bassam Haddaddin said that -the lifting of subsidy on 
bread, which will automatically see a raise in its prices, 
is part of Jordan's agreement with the Internationa] 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to reform the national economy. 
The government's claims that the price of wheat arid 
animal feed, among other essential commodities, has 
risen in their country of origin might be true to some 
extent, but the government must at the same time find a 
way that would not make the limited-income groups 
bear the brunt, he demanded. It goes without saying that 
the government will sooner or later lift all subsidies on 
food commodities, in conformity with the agreement 
with the IMF and for the sake of reforming the econo- 
my, but this does not mean that the government must 
hike bread prices three times their present rate, and can 
instead raise the prices of non-essential commodities to 
save enough for subsidising food for the needy, added 
the writer. He said that it is known that the ecoriomic 
reform programme will cause some pains to the 
Jordanian public, but it will not be just to see the most 
vulnerable suffering most 

TACKLING THE outcome of the recent Arab summit 
meeting in Cairo, a writer for A1 Ra’i said that Jordan's 
mediation efforts at the summit to reconcile Egypt and 
Sudan bore fruit and helped make the Arab leaders’ 
meeting a success. Of course warmer relations between 
Cairo and Khartoum are bound to benefit both sides, 
said the writer, who predicted that the end of differences 
between the two Arab neighbours will help improve 
Sudan's image before the outside world and put an end 
to some foreign countries’ efforts to isolate the 
Khartoum regime. Now that Sudan is to benefit most 
from such reconciliation, one can expect from the 
Khartoum government to conduct a reexamination of its 
previous policies that had led to strained relations with 
other Arab countries and invited hostile altitudes from 
foreign countries, he suggested. The writer said that on 
the whole, Egypt’s good relations with its neighbours 
would help Cairo's drive to bring about total reconcili- 
ation among Arab states, something which it has been 
advocating all along. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilaru J 


Turkish elections do not necessarily signal change 


MANY JORDANIANS responded to Turkey’s choice of 
Nectnettin Erbakan as prime mini ster with too much joy 
and rejoicing. The Islamic Action Front, Muslim funda- 
mentalists and many others wrote long articles describing 
the election results in Turkey as a turning point in the 
Turkish history which would qualify A1 Rafah Party and 
it’s leader, Mr. Erbakan, to reverse the political and ideo- 
logical achievements of the founder Mustafa Kamal 
Attatilik who introduced, in 1923, secularism as a strong 
component of Turkish nationalism and identity. 

Those Jordanians fundamentalists are jumping to wrong 
conclusions since they hope to have Ankara fight their bat- 
tles against Israel. 

Necmettin Erbakan as a prime minister can never over- 
rule Turkish National Security Council which is composed 
of 50 per cent civ ilians and 50 per cent high ranking offi- 
cers in the army whose generals have the final say in the 

Though the b^lottoxgave the Islamic party of A1 Rafah 
20 per cent of the people’s vote, it is evident the majority 
of 70 per cent of the Turkish people preferred one of the 
other seven secular competing patties whose lack of unity 
brought their defeat in front of Erbakan’s party which cap- 
italised on his opponents' lack of coordination. 

The armed forces in Turkey still provide the real guaran- 


tee that no drastic changes to Turkish secular heritage are 
committed by the new Prime Minister Erbakan. 

One other guarantee is the appointment of the former 
prime minister Tansu Ciller as a foreign minister and 
deputy premier, her party will control the three most sen- 
sitive portfolios: defence, interior and education which 
would guarantee a continuation of the same cultural iden- 
tity of secular Tmkey. 

Though Erbakan is a pro-Ottoman sentimentalist who 
favours closer ties with the Islamic World, it is not expect- 
ed that he can move the clock back to the 1920s when 
Turkey was the seat of the Islamic Caliphate. 

His training as an engineer in W. Germany, and his fre- 
quent visits to Switzerland, exposed him to the civilised 
world of Europe which Turkey is trying to join. 

Erbakan is known to be pragmatic enough to understand 
the hidden rules of the game. Since he joined, in 1969, 
Turkey's third largest party, he has once been banned from 
politics in 1971-72 and the second rime in 1980-87. 
Moreover, military interventions abolished his Islamic 
party on two occasions. 

It was visible that Erbakan disengaged hims elf from 
many anti-Western and pro-Islamist pronouncement which 
he used to voice years ago and according to which 
Jordanian fundamentalist are hailing him as one of their 


‘‘brethren.” I think the Rafah Party’s success is due to the 
moderate tone that characterised their rhetoric in recent 
years. Erbakan adopted a populist message of wide appeal 
to the more underprivileged. His standing in the polls 
improved in six successive nationwide elections from 4.4 
per cent in 1984 to 21.4 per cent in 1985. 

The Turkish parliament has 550 seats of which Erbakan 
controls 158 and Ciller controls 129 seats. 

The Dew Turkish cabinet has 19 posts for the Islamists 
and 18 posts for Ciller’s secularists. This slim majority 
coupled with the great disparity between the two coalition 
partners suggest that it will be highly vulnerable and 
unlikely to last long. ^ 

Erbakan's anti-Israel, anti-EU and anti-U.S. agenda wiB^ 
never be taken seriously. 

Turkey will not backtrack on secularism, or Attatihk's 
heritage, or total identifications with the military estab- 
lishment. 

The secularists in parliament who still hold 70 per cent 
of the seats have always maintained their alliance with the 
army generals who are keen to insulate Turkey's 60 mil- 
lion citizens from the Islamists’ grip. 

It is thus only fitting to say that the joy among the fun- 
damentalists here was very much premature. 


Karadzic — the last laugh 


By G wynne Dyer 

“COULDN’T MORE have 
been done 250,000 lives 
ago? History will be a harsh 
judge of this,” said an 
American diplomat to for- 
mer U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Lawrence 
Eagle burger, who blocked 
Western intervention in 
Bosnia at the start of the 
genocide in 1992. And 
Eagleburger (quoted in 
Guardian correspondent Ed 
Vulliamy's brilliant series 
“Bosnia: The Secret War") 
replied: “Don’t give me 
that history crap.” 

But the history crap keeps 
coming back to haunt the 
men in Washington and 
London who traded thou- 
sands of innocent lives in 
.Bosnia for a quiet time at 
home. As the hopes for 
peace and justice in Bosnia 
gurgle down the drain, the 
same combination of cow- 
ardice and credulity that 
produced the original 
calamity is at work again. 

The most recent victim is 
United Nations mediator 
Carl Bildt, who has just 
been duped by the Bosnian 
Serbs fin- the second time in 
two months. “Karadzic has 
now delegated all bis 
authority” Bildt announced 
triumphantly last Sunday. 
“He can rail himself the 
Chinese emperor or Donald 
Duck. It means nothing.” 

Bildt had talked Radovan 
Karadzic, president of the 
“Bosnian Serb Republic” 
and indicted war criminal, 
into stepping down So the 
Bosnian election could pro- 
ceed in September. Or so he 
thought 

He thought he had a deal 
in May, too. Karadzic 
promised to stop appearing 
on television, cease giving 
interviews and statements 
and stop attending meetings 
of the Bosnian Sorb legisla- 
ture. The U.N. would then 
pretend that he had van- 
ished, and elections could 



go ahead as planned 

It was a contemptible 
compromise: the U.N. was 
in essence telling the pre- 
sent-day equivalent of 
Adolph Eichmarm that if he 
stayed out of sight, they 
wouldn't chase Mm. Then 
the elections in Bosnia 
could happen on schedule, 
enabling Bill Clinton to 
claim during this autumn’s 
U.S. presidential campaign 
that American withdrawal 
from Bosnia by the end of 
the year is on schedule. 

The problem was that 
Karadzic, after years of 
dealing with craven Western 
politicians, understood that 
be is in no danger whatever. 
NATO troops in Bosnia are 
under orders not to try to 
arrest indicted war crimi- 
nals, lest they suffer casual- 
ties that might harm the 
political standing of their 
masters at home. So 
Karadzic simply ignored the 
deal Bildt thought be made 


in May. 

And now he has done it 
again. Hours after the 
Swedish mediator 

announced a new deal with 
the Bosnian Serb leader, 
Karadzic declared that 
while he was “handing over 
executive responsibility” to 
Ms deputy, Biljana Plavsic, 
he would retain the title of 
Bosnian Serb “president" at 
least until the September 
election. 

Bildt tried to disguise Ms 
humiliation with rhetoric: 
“(Karadzic) is losing one lit- 
tle battle after another. He 
pops his head up, he gets 
hit, and he ducks down 
again, but there can be no 
doubt that he is on his way 
out" As Lawrence 
Eagleburger eloquently put 
it, though in a rather differ- 
ent context: crap. 

Radovan Karadzic is as 
powerful as ever, and in no 
danger of being brought to 
justice. Virtually none of the 


survivors of the Serb geno- 
cide have been able to 
return to their former homes 
in Serb-controlled territory. 
And the September election, 
if it should actually be held, 
will just ratify the results of 
ethnic cleansing. 

Bosnia, the most avoid- 
able of tragedies, has been 
the scene of Europe’s worst 
atrocities since 1945 
because Western policy, at 
every stage but one, has 
been driven by sheer politi- 
cal cowardice. 

At the beginning of the 
crisis in 1992, George 
Bush’s re-election cam- 
paign blocked any action by 
Washington — even though 
Karadzic has admitted that 
at that point 20,000 deter- 
mined soldiers would have 
“collapsed” Ms plans. 
Instead, the Joint CMefs of 
Staff gave Bush endless 
fake military excuses to stay 
out. 

“They would say things 


were very costly or danger- 
ous, like ‘it will take 
100,000 men to secure a 
corridor from Split to 
Sarajevo’,” recalls Warren 
Zimmermann, former U.S. 
ambassador in Belgrade, 
who finally resigned in 
despair. ‘It was a disgrace. 
Cowardly and insidious, the 
way they carried on.” 

Then, when newly elected 
President Bill Clinton went 
to the brink of intervention 
several times in 1993-94, 
the Europeans, with Britain 
in the lead, sabotaged every 
American initiative. “I 
learned to near Britain as a 
hostile power," recalled an 
official in the U.S. State 
Department “Britain was 
prepared to go to the wall 
against us on Bosnia — out 
to block anything, every- 
thing." 

There is no rational reason 
why the British Foreign 
Office was so bent on 
appeasement, but it also 


took the lead in redefining 
the genocide of Muslims in 
Bosnia as a “civil war”. 

The U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency esti- 
mated that 90 per cent of 
atrocities in Bosnia were 
perpetrated by Serbs, 8 ra 
cent by Croats, and only “ 
per cem by Muslims, but 
British propaganda lies that 
everybody was equally to 
blame eased the moral pres- 
sure for intervention. 

When the U.S. govern- 
ment, revolted by the U.N.’s 
abandonment of the 
Muslims of Srebrenica to 
slaughter by the Serbs last 
summer, finally pushed 
NATO into launcMng large- 
scale air strikes, the Serbs 
quickly made peace. Of 
course: they were never able 
to stand up to first-class mil- 
itary forces. 

But Clinton has promised 
to pull American troops out 
by the -end of 1996 (so as 
■not to 'spoil bis reelection 
prospects). And for six 
months now the Serbs have 
watched NATO troops fail 
to enforce any aspect of the 
Dayton peace accord 
(arresting war criminals, 
escorting refugees who are., 
dying to return home) tfc£. . 
might entail casualties. So 
the Bosnian Serbs have their 
confidence back. 

Washington knows that 
elections held under these 
circumstances will be a 
mere charade, but it is deter- 
mined that they will be held 
anyway so that American 
withdrawal from Bosnia can 
proceed. 

The International Crisis 
Group, an independent 
monitoring organisation, 
warned last month: “Unless 
bold and resolute action is 
taken now.. .the international 
community is looking at the 
imminent disintegration of 
Bosnia and a probable reig- 
nition of war in the 
Balkans.” And Karadzic 
laughs up Ms sleeve 


Yeltsin clinches victory with votes 
poached in Communist heartland 


By Laurence Peter 
Agence France-Presse 

Moscow — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin's 
convincing election victory 
over Communist challenger 
Gennady Zyuganov was 
clinched by a mass shift to 
Mr. Yeltsin's camp in tradi- 
tional Communist .strong- 
holds, figures shown! 
Friday. 

“The ‘red belt’ turned into 
‘red garters’,” the liberal 
daily Sevodnya said on its 
front page, referring to Mr. 
Yeltsin’s gains in the belt of 
rural southern regions 
which are traditionally pro- 
Communist. 

The regions of Rostov, 
Tula and Kaluga, won By 
Mr. Zyuganov in the first 
round on June 16, went over 
to Mr. Yeltsin in 
Wednesday’s second round 
run-off vote. 

Mr. Zyuganov also voiced 
dismay at losing Dagestan, 
a Muslim north Caucasus 
republic bordering on war- 


tom Chechenya. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s margin of 
victory in Dagestan was 
more than 10 per cent. 

Sevodnya commented that 
“the myth of the ‘red belt* 
has been destroyed." 

“Like the rest of the coun- 
try, the south of Russia to a 
great extent voted against a 
return to the past,” it said. 

Despite predictions that 
Mr. Yeltsin would fere badly 
in regions with large 
Muslim populations 

because of Ms unpopular 
crackdown against Muslim 
separatists io Chechenya, he 
won by large margins in the 
second round in Dagestan, 
Ingushetia, Kabardino- 

Balkaria, Bashkortostan and 
Tatarstan. 

Andrei Piontkovsky, head 
of the Moscow Centre for 
Strategic Studies, said that 
in Dagestan, where clan ties 
are strong, the big vote for 
Mr. Yeltsin was “probably 
due to active campaigning 
by pro- Yeltsin local leaders 
and clan elders.” 


In many southern regions 
won by McZyuganov in the 
second round Mr. Yeltsin 
also polled well, including 
Stavropol (41 per cent), 
Ryazan (42.5 per cem) and 
Kursk (36.5 per cent). 

The liberal daily 
Nezavisimaya Gazeta said 
that in regions won by Mr. 
Zyuganov by only a slender 
margin “there is no guaran- 
tee that soon the decline of 
the Communist electorate 
will not push these political- 
ly unstable areas into the 
reformist camp.” 

Mr. Yeltsin won a crush- 
ing victory in the cities of 
Moscow (77 per cent) and 

St. Petersburg (74 per cent), 
wMch are bastions of eco- 
nomic reform. 

But he also polled well in 
cities with ailing military 
industries and high unem- 
ployment, where there was 
a strong Communist vote in 
the December 1995 parlia- 
mentary elections. 

In the Sverdlovsk region 
in the Urals, Mr. Yeltsin's 


home territory, 77 per cem 
voted for the 65-year-old 
president 

He also won the heavily 
industrialised regions of 
Chelyabinsk and Perm in 
the Urals. 


rounds because people were 
making different choices, 
Mr Piontkovsky said. 

“In the first round there 
was a large protest vote, but 
in the second people were 
seriously choosing a tsar.” 


“In the first round there was a large 
protest vote , but in the second peo- 
ple were seriously choosing a tsar.” 


‘In medium-sized towns 
dominated by one enterprise 
there is usually no choice 
for young people and they 
are often pro-Communist, 
whereas cities like 
Chelyabinsk offer lots of 
choices for young people, 
even if unemployment is 
Mgh,” Mr. Piontkovsky told 
AFP. 

There was also a differ- 
ence between voting pat- 
terns in the first and second 


Mr. Yeltsin' came only 
three per cent ahead of Mr 
Zyuganov in the first round. 

Nezavisimaya Gazeta 
meanwMle commented that 
it was “probable that in the 
first round many voted for 
the candidate they liked 
best, not thinking about the 
consequences ... but in the 
second round they were vot- 
ing noi for Yeltsin or 
Zyuganov but for the lesser 
of two evils and for more 


Stability.” 

Mr. Yeltsin's recruitment 
of popular retired general 
Alexander Lebed as his 
national security advisor 
after the first round also 
swung the vote in his 
favour, observers said. 

Mr. Lebed came third in 
the first round with 14.5 per 
cent. 

According to Mr 
Piontkovsky, the Lebed fac- 
tor played a major role in 
the Far East, where ultra- 
nationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky did well in the 
December elections. Many 
of Mr. Zhirinovsky’s sup- 
porters simply transferred 
their votes to Mr. Lebed, 
who also has a strongly 
nationalist platform. 

“In the Far East, foreign.,* 
economic ties were also 
factor. In ports like 
Vladivostok people feel 
they have got something 
from the economic 
reforms,” Mr. Piontkovsky 
said. 
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Getting newspapers worldwide and faster — on the Net 


By Jim Kelsey 

TRADERS IN New York, 
scientists in Antarctica, 
bankers in Hong Kong or 
Tokyo arid old English 
ladies in Wellington are 
now reading The Times and 
its Sunday edition just a 
few hours after the newspa- 
pers are printed in London 
— and before they are even 
delivered there. And all for 
the price of a local tele- 
phone call 

Now the 211-year-old 
Times — once known as 
The Thunderer because its 
editorials had universal 
influence — has joined 
other U.K. national papers 
such as the Daily Tele- 
graph, the Guardian and the 
Financial Tunes on the 
global information super- 
highway: the internet (or 
Net). The Net has 20 mil- 
lion users and is expanding 
daily at a phenomenal rate. 

There is no fee to sub- 
scribe to the electronic 
online newspapers although 
you need a personal com- 
puter (PC), telephone and 
modem to connect to the 
global information system. 
Wherever you are in 


Britain, the cost of making 
a call anywhere in the 
worid to the Net is about 
the same as the price of a 
local U.K. call. 

Electronic revolution 

Users register their name 
and are given a password 
that allows them access to 
the individual U.K. publica- 
tions. All are currently 
improving their services in 
a bid to increase readership, 
advertising revenue and 
take full advantage of the 
publicly accessible Internet 
— the electronic revolution 
in communications. 

In the U.K., The Times 
claims much of the credit 
for making all this happen. 
In 1979, the newspaper 
closed for a year because of 
disagreements with its 
printing unions. Already the 
microchip had made the 
printers’ skills obsolete but 
they held a stranglehold on 
all publishers in Fleet Street 
(the traditional centre of 
newspaper production), 
clinging tenaciously to out- 
moded Victorian produc- 
tion methods and over- 
staffing. 


In the Lancashire town of 
Warrington, in 19S6, a 
courageous man called 
Eddy Shah tried to produce 
a local newspaper with new 
technology but without the 
union’s costly restrictive 
practices. He failed but he 
went on to use that experi- 
ence for the launch of a new 
national paper. Today (now 
closed), whose ownership 
was eventually transferred 
to press baron Rupert Mur- 
doch’s News International. 

Bitter dispute 

In 1985, News 
International, which owns 
The Times, moved to an 
£80 milli on puipose-built 
computerised printing plant 
in London’s docklands and 
began producing the paper 
electronically. A bitter 13- 
momh dispute followed but 
new technology — advo- 
cated and pioneered by The 
Times — won the day. It 
led to an exodus from Fleet 
Street as the U.K/s national 
papers computerised their 
ope rations in modem 

premises. 

On the Internet, the Inter- 
active Times’ World Wide 


Web (www) (http:www.foe- 
times.co.uk) offers all the 
journal’s regular news sto- 
ries, features and pictures 
and educational supple- 
ments as well as those of 
the Sunday Times in a 
slightly different format. 
News stories are constantly 
updated and readers can fill 
in the crossword or operate 
the fast-search facility to 
find a specific topic. 
Already The Times has 
over 40,000 registered 
Internet subscribers and 
fresh readers are registering 
at 2,000 daily. 

Conrad Black's Electron- 
ic Daily Telegraph 
(httpJ/www. telegraph. 
co.uk) was the first U.K. 
broadsheer to make its 
debut on the Internet in 
1994. It has 153,000 regis- 
tered viewers throughout 
the world for the newspaper 
and a special weekend edi- 
tion. 

“It has enabled us to reach 
a new, younger, profession- 
al readership and target dif- 
ferent audiences,” says a 
Telegraph spokeswoman. 
"It has also generated rev- 
enue from advertising and 
we have plans to broaden 


our activities on our web 
site. For instance we have 
started producing PC disks 
for children and there are 
many more ideas which 
will reach fruition in the 
next six months.” 

Net recruitment 

The Guardian Online 
G02 

(http://www.gold.net/online 
/) joined the Net in Novem- 
ber 1995 and now has 
10,000 registered sub- 
scribers. Its service is much 
more selective, transmitted 
every Thursday and devot- 
ed exclusively to science, 
technology, computerisa- 
tion and — one of the 
paper’s biggest earners — 
professional recruitment 
advertising. 

Mr. Robin Hunt, of the 
Guardian’s New Media 
Lab, says: "We are develop- 
ing new ideas all the time 
and in the next few months 
we will be offering a num- 
ber of different services 
which will have an affinity 
with our G02 worldwide 
readers. It is encouraging 
because our Internet reader- 
ship is increasing rapidly.” 


Simultaneous publish- 
ing 

Electronic communica- 
tion enables the Financial 
Times (FT) 

(http://www.u5a.fL com/) to 
publish simultaneously in 
Frankfurt, Hong Kong, Los 
Angeles, Madrid, Stock- 
holm and Tokyo. Its Inter- 
net edition carries the from 
page and a selection of 
news stories, features and 
pictures. With 150,000 reg- 
istered subscribers, 40 per 
cent log on from the U.S. 
and 20 per cent from Asian 
countries. 

FT assistant editor Paul 
Maidment says that the sub- 
scribers are largely profes- 
sional men aod women, 
high-fliers in business and 
finance. “We are in the 
process of redesigning our 
web site to provide a more 
tailored and innovative ser- 
vice,” he adds. “The infor- 
mation superhighway is the 
future and that is the road 
anyone in the communica- 
tions indnstry must travel. 

"The Internet offers a sur- 
feit of info rmati on as well 
as the cache of serendipity. 


I was in New York recently 
and wanted to know what 
the cricket score was so I 
.just tapped into the comput- 
er and got the latest result 
immediately.” 

It is not only the major 
U.K. nationals that offer 
electronic editions on the 
Net The Daily Record and 
Sunday Mail (http 7/www. 
record-mail.co.ukim/) both 
provide Scottish national 
and international readers 
with news and views, and a 
number of other regional 
newspapers are considering 
setting up their own web 
sites. 

The prestigious Econo- 
mist (http7/www. econo- 
mist, com) is there as is the 
satirical political magazine, 
Private Eye 

(http://www.iriiBmd.co.uk/ 
in tervid/eye/g afeway.html). 
PA News 

(http://www.padd.press.net/ 
), the U.K. news agency is 
online globally for paying 
subscribers while Commer- 
cial News Services 
(http://www/jou.ufl.edu/co 
mmres/webjouJbtm) offers 
a free selection of newspa- 
pers. 


Computer gardening 

The British Library 
(http://portico.bl.uk/) can 
give you everything historic 
including the Magna Carta 
in close-up; the Royal 
Botanic Gardens at Kew 
(http://www.rbgkew.org.uk/ 
} provides detailed descrip- 
tions of trees, flowers and 
poisonous plants while the 
Science (bttp://www. nmsi. 
ac. ok/} and Natural Histo- 
ry 

(http7Zwww.jihm.ac.uk/} 
museums enable you to 
browse through archival 
knowledge unrivalled any- 
where in the worid. 

There is undoubtedly 
more than enough informa- 
tion on the Net to satisfy 
anyone and it is still grow- 
ing. As more and more peo- 
ple become computer liter- 
ate, it will go on expanding 
creating a virtually limitless 
fount of knowledge and 
news accessible by almost 
anyone with a few pieces of 
simple technology, along 
with the keyword: selectivi- 
ty- 


LPS Feature 


For Finns, longest day may be journey into night 


By Sara Henley 

Reuter 

HELSINKI — Midsummer 
approaches, and Finland is 
a nation preparing to party. 
But like many celebrations 
in this tough, empty coun- 
try, the Finns’ white-night 
midness may be edged with 
darkness. 

Every year about 20 to 30 
people are Jellied in the ritu- 
al celebrations with which 
Finns Mark the -year’s 
longest day. 

They fell off boats, set 
fire to their summer cot- 
tages, walk under trains, 
crash cars, or just fight 

^Years of experience tell 
me things will be busy — 
we always put all our 
resources into play at mid- 
summer,” said Kari Kirdd, 
senior constable of Helsinki 
boat police. Cold weather is 
his best hope for a relative- 
ly peaceful night 

To many Finns, midsum- 
mer deaths are completely 
normal. 

“People just simply go 
out to party and enjoy the 
summer, drink too much 
and fell off the boat" said 
psychologist Pekka Sauri. 
“There’s nothing strange 
about that” 

Not perhaps in Finland, or 
even in the nordic area. 
Last year, a Swede was the 
most remarkable of the 
mere than two dozen fatali- 
ties, jumping off a Finnish 
Baltic ferry to rescue the 
mobile phone he had lost 
overboard. 

Alcohol is of course the 
most obvious demon that 
pilots midsummer partygo- 
ers to their death — the 
painfully- hone si Finns 

make no secret of their fas- 
cination with the treacher- 
ous effects of strong spirits. 

But there is more to their 
midsu mm er madness than 
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Revellers celebrating Midsummer, the most festive holiday in Finland, watch as a bonfire is set alight (Reuter photo) 


drink, or even the deep 
pagan roots which some 
Arctic people cherish. 

Even in a modern, secular 
city like Helsinki, where 
people live for up to 10 
months of the year in frozen 
gloom, the sun shining 
almost to midnight tends to 
twist normality. In the Arc- 
tic north of Finland, the sun 


does not go down for 51 
days. 

"This brightness now,” 
said journalist Kirsi-Marja 
Hayrinen, gesturing at the 
yellow light streaming over 
the horizon at 11 p.m., “it 
can be very painful. It’s the 
story of Finland — so much 
sun after so much dark. So 
many extremes.” 


In summer the capital 
does not get properly dark, 
and people are woken by 
intense light hours before 
they have to be at work. In 
December the sun only 
rises after they have put in a 
good two hours. 

But the contrasts go much 
further than the light (six 
hours a day in winter, 19 in 


summer) or the tempera- 
tures (30 degrees Celsius in 
the Helsinki summer, minus 
IS degrees Celsius on 
Christmas eve). 

As Mrs. Hayrinen notes, 
they are a key to Finnish 
culture. 

The music of Jean 
Sibelius, probably the best- 
known Firm in history out- 


side his native country, 
derives much of its power 
from a harmony of oppo- 
sites in pieces which can 
evoke bewitching grace and 
beauty in darkness, and 
death. 

A visitor to Helsinki at 
this time of year may very 
well find it paradise — hot, 
bright sun clean, clear 


beaches lively cafe terraces 
binds of species long gone 
from most capitals and 
plants which seem to grow 
as you watch. 

"Every summer is a terri- 
ble roulette whose stakes 
are measured in depressions 
and suicides,’’ wrote nkka 
Malmberg, journalist at 
leading daily Helsingin 
Sanomat, referring to the 
need to “charge up” on 
warmth and sun to survive 
the winter. 

Finland has one of the 
highest suicide . rates in 
.^Emope^mainl^.for.men, at- 
•?45~pes - ; 10G;0f)0- ; 'in- the. 
notably depressed year of 
1993. Only in places like 
Russia and Hungary is it 
higher. 

“Finland is closer to the 
Slavic countries than to 
Scandinavia,” Finnish 
soprano Karita Mattfla was 
recently quoted as saying. 
“Winter is cold and summer 
is short — one is for drink- 
ing and sleeping, the other 
for living and making 
love.” . 

In Finland — where the 
brief hours of sun even in 
winter can be so bright they 
hurt your eyes — it seems 
entirely logical to link 
opposites, like a steamy 
winter sauna followed by a 
roll in the snow. 

“The Finns have a highly 
developed sense of the 
absurd,” says Mrs. Hayri- 
nen. The sublime and 
ridiculous meet here easily. 

Take the controlled, 
breathy passion of the 
Argentinian tango, which 
has become an essential 
vehicle for this chilly 
noniic people to give vent 
to their suppressed ardour. 

Tango — sung and 
danced strictly the Finnish 
way, wife more rigid 
melancholy than the flam- 
boyant. stylised original — 


is a national art No Finnish 
s umm er would be complete 
without fevered tango festi- 
vals, up and down the coun- 
try. 

To an outsider the Furnish 
dancers may seem merely 
to stumble and sweat “Ah 
these feelings we earnin' 
say, cannot show, they are 
locked in the tango ” says 
Mrs. Hayrinen. 

Or take a recent television 
dr ama, when a man pro- 
posed marriage to a woman 
by asking: “Can I interest 
you in lying in our family 

| 

■ ' TTeTsitik^ wi fe its night- 
clubs a^SQy displays 
much of theposeur sophis- 
tication of nineties city life. 
But for many Finns, true 
nirvana is die forest cabin 
retreat with no electricity or 
running water. 

Sociologists explain 
Finns’ need to fed. “dose to 
the land” by pointing out 
that while dty infrastruc- 
ture has been in place since 
the early 1900s, the parents 
of many city dwellers were 
bom £nd raised in the 
remotest forest settlements. 

So die most authentic 
midsummer festivities mil 
involve lighting bonfires in 
the light, taking a sticky 
sauna and consuming bar- 
becued sausages and beer in 
the open air by a lake. It 
may not sound very special, 
but to a Finn, it is. 

“We Finns tend to experi- 
ence life as something 
unavoidable that falls on 
top of us,” said Juha Siltala, 
historian at the University 
of Helsinki. 

For a few Finns, midsum- 
mer will be a relatively 
painless way to fall out of 
life — switching without 
memory from foe year’s 
longest day into fife’s 
longest night. 


Cafes and bombings are a way of life in Mostar 


By Davor Huic 
Reuter 

MOSTAR, Bosnia — At 
4 am , three days before 
elections in the tough 
Bosnian city of Mostar, a 
bomb wrecked foe cafe 
San Remo in the centre of 
town. 

The next morning its 
owner — a 29-year-old 
rocker named Goran with 
a ponytail and three ear- 
rings in one ear — was 
shovelling out broken 
glass and pieces of furni- 
ture. 

“This was part of foe 
election campaign: “If 
you are not with us. we 
enlarge your cafe’.”. he 
said with wry resignation. 

Goran wouldn’t say 
exactly why his cafe was 
blown up. 

Was it because he is a 
Serb in Croat-run west 
Mostar? Or had he not 
paid "protection money” 


to powerful local gang- 
sters on time? Had he 
been seen drinking with 
friends in a cafe in foe 
Muslim-controlled east 
side of town? 

Blowing up businesses 
is a common occurrence 
in Mostar. southern 
Bosnia’s biggest city and 
a hotbed of ethnic hatred 
— and downright law- 
lessness — in foe ex- 
Yugoslav republic. 

Attacks on property 
scarcely paused for the 
European Union-spon- 
sored June 30 elections, 
swept by Muslim and 
Croat nationalists in their 
respective parfs of town. 

Two days after foe San 
Remo bombing, 

“unknown individuals 
blew up a small grocery 
on the main boulevard. 
That night- a fast 
food kiosk just vanished, 
prompting lively debate 
as to how big a truck was 


needed to pull off foe 
theft 

Mostar is full of tall, 
muscular young men with 
marine-style haircuts and 
short tempers who drive 
remodelled cars, some 
possibly stolen, in appar- 
ent search of trouble. 

Many of them are frus- 
trated and unemployed, 
some suffering from 
“Vietnam . syndrome” 
after years of fighting. 
Virtually all cany guns or 
have access to assault 
weapons and explosives. 

An ordinary quarrel in a 
cafe or bar. or a car acci- 
dent, can quickly spiral 
into bloodshed and mur- 
der. 

Gorao’s cafe was one of 
more than 200 which 
have opened in foe Croat- 
held west of Mostar since 
foe 1 994 end of the 
Croai-Muslim war foat 
devastated the ancient 
Balkan dty. 


Cafes, restaurants and 
fast food kiosks, small 
groceries and boutiques 
seem to be the only 
prospective legitimate 
business around in foe 
wake of war. 

“This is the only sort of 
business you can have in 
Mostar. There’s no other 
way to make money 
unless you £0 into organ- 
ised crime, said Maco, a 
33-year-old west Mostar 
cafe owner. 

For the avalanche of 
youth hangouts, a catchy 
name is key to attracting 
custom. Some names of 
cafes and restaurants are 
quite ordinary like cafe 
Grand, Leonardo, Queen 
or Willy. 

Some are a bit more 
inventive — Popeye, 
Friendly Gapa, A Little 
Slug, or La Cage. Top- 
ping foe fist of most 
bizarre names are the 
Santa Barbara 


Buregdzinica (local meat 
pie parlor) and foe Cafe 
Batida da Coco. 

On the Muslim-held 
east side there are almost 
as many watering holes 
with equally quasi-west- 
ernised names: Babilon, ’ 
Malindi, Belezza and 
Remmy are the typical 
ones. 


be “the Hague” — a self- 
consdous reference to the 
seat of the international 
tribunal on war crimes in 
the former Yugoslavia. 

Eighteen Bosnian 
Croats have been indicted 
by the tribunal for attacks 
on Muslim dvilians. 
Most of the Croatians 
who have been indicted 


shrine town of Medjugor- 

je- 

Bnt war dimes suspects 
don’t feel totally safe in 
Mostar any more after 
Croatia, patron of Bosn- 
ian Croats, handed over 
one suspect to the tri- 
bunal in April and arrest- 
ed another in Zagreb last 
month. 


“...the bitter humour so characteristic of Mostar and 
the occasioned communication between old friends and 
neighbours who turned into mortal ethnic enemies in 
war only to be told by the EU to learn to live together 


again. 


One popular west-side 
cafe recently changed its 
name after complaints 
foat joking about serious 
things like war crimes 
can only worsen Mostar *s 
already dubious image. 

The cafe Harley used to 


remain at large and are no 
strangers to Mostar. 

Dano Kordic, who tops 
foe Croat most-wanted 
list, was seen recently sit- 
ting among dignitaries at 
a religious concert in foe 
nearby Roman Catholic 


Some cafe owners pre- 
fer humour to glamour, 
but a humour of a land 
foat borders on tasteless- 
ness. 

The cafe- Ciao in the 
west was once owned by 
young Muslim business- 


man Safet Orucevic. Dur- 
ing the Muslim-Croat 
war, he was expelled to 
the east side and all his 
property confiscated. 

Mr. Orucevic is now 
mayor of east Mostar. 

The new owners 
retained foe cafe's old 
name — under the cir- 
cumstances a gesture of 
defiance and clear mes- 
sage to its former owner 
“Bye bye Safet, and don't 
come tack”. 

Asked bow he felt about 
it, Mr. Orucevic said: “I 
don't drink there any 
more.” 

His reply revealed the 
bitter -humour so charac- 
teristic of Mostar and the 
occasional communica- 
tion between old friends 
and neighbours who 
turned into mortal ethnic 
enemies In war only to be 
told by foe EU to learn to 
live together again. 
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Jordanian industrialists to urge Iraqis to buy 
more food and medicine from the Kingdom 


EDF invites youth to benefit from loans 
to start income-generating projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An economic delegation* led by Amman 
Chamber of Industry (ACI) President Khaldoun Abu Has- 
san, left for Baghdad Friday for talks on trade ^changes 
and economic cooperation with the purpose of increasing 
Jordanian exports of food and medicine to Iraqi markets. 

A statement by the AD said that the delegation includes 
several members of the Amman Chamber of Industry rep- 
resenting the private sector’s industries that have been pro- 
viding Iraq with its needs of food and medicines in the past 
six years. 

Mr, Abu Hassan said the delegation would hold talks 
with Iraqi officials and members of the chambers of indus- 
try and trade and would urge them to purchase most of 
Iraq's needs of food and medicine from or through Jordan, 
especially after Iraq reached the oil- for- food and medicine 
deal with the United Nations. 

He said that the delegation hoped Iraq would give Jordan 
preference in such matters over other countries in view of 


the strong economic and trade ties between the two broth- 
erly countries . 

Mr. Abu Hassan said that the (AD) and Jordanian busi- 
nessmen at large have been displaying solidarity with the 
Iraqi people and demanding an end to the U.N. embargo on 
the Iraqi people and have been urging Arab and Islamic 
countries in particular to do all that in their power to allow 
Iraq to sell Jordan such products tike dates, sulphur and 
leather to be bartered with Jordanian products needed by 
the Iraqi markets. According to Mr. Abu Hassan, the dele- 
gation members earned with them to Baghdad a shipment 
of medicines, especially those needed in the treatment of 
chronic diseases as a gift from Jordanian industrialists in a 
show of solidarity with the Iraqi people. 

He said that the gift will be distributed through the con- 
cerned medical authorities in Iraq. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe 
Employment and Develop- 
ment Fund (EDF) looib 
forward to helping gradu- 
ates of industrial and voca- 
tional schools to start their 
small income-generating 
projects and is ready to pro- 
vide the necessary loans for 
them, EDF Director Gener- 
al Ati Qubbaa said Friday. 

Through EDF loans, 
graduates of these training 
colleges and centres will be 
able to earn a decent living 
and so help reduce tbe rate 
of unemployment in Jor- 
dan, said Ml Qubbaa. 

According to the EDF 


director, tbe ftmd last 
month approved 76 such 
projects around the country 
offering JD448.749 in loans 
for the projects which cre- 
ated 191 jobs. 

Nearly 54 per cent of tbe 
loans went for projects in 
the services sector and 
around 29 per cent to indus- 
trial sector. Lesser amounts 
went to handicrafts, and 
tourism sectors. 

He said that 55 of the jobs 
created by these loans went 
to university graduates who 
have undergone training in 
a number of trades so as to 
become qualified for the 


projects for which they 
obtained the loans. 

According to Ml Qub- 
baa, the Amman G over- 
norate accounted for the 
lion’s share of these loans 
taking nearly 37 per cent of 
tbe total projects and creat- 
ing 61 jobs but the rest of 
the loans financed projects 
in Irbid, Zarqa, Balqa, 
Madaba, Jerash, TafiJeh, 
Aqaba, Maan and Ajloun. 

He said also that women 
borrowers of these loans 
accounted for 19.7 per cent 
of the total number of ben- 
eficiaries. 


Analysts: Daunting hazards face Yeltsin 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
Boris Yeltsin, who cam- 
paigned on a pledge of fur- 
ther market reforms, won a 
convincing victory in presi- 
dential election, sending 
shares spinning higher on 
hopes of big Western buys. 

But the rise was short- 
lived in markets worried 
about Mr. Yeltsin's health 
and whether Russia can 
cope with the difficult tran- 
sition to a Western-style 
economy. Analysts say he 
faces daunting hazards at 
the start of his new four- 
year term. 

“A series of fun dam ental 
economic problems have 
been put on the back burner 
and ignored for the last 
eight or nine months 
because of tbe election," 
'■"id Dirk Damrau, bead of 
research at Renaissance 
Securities. 

"They ate going to have 
* com? up with a pro- 
lamine very quickly to 


correct an abysmal revenue 
performance and bring con- 
fidence back to the domes- 
tic debt market ” he added. 

Russia collected just half 
the tax revenue it expected 
in May and June and many 
factories have delayed pay- 
ing taxes in the hope com- 
munist Gennady Zyuganov 
would win and bail them 

OUL 

Other firms have found it 
hard to adjust to a competi- 
tive market economy and 
say they cannot afford to 
pay. 

But inflation — a month- 
ly 1.2 per cent in June — is 
at its lowest levels since 
reforms began and the 
International Monetary 
Fund has rewarded Russia's 
economic policy line with a 
$10 billion three-year loan. 

Diplomats and financiers 
welcomed Mr. Yeltsin’s big 
win and said victory for Mr. 
Zyuganov could have pro- 
voked panic. 


“Basically tbe reform 
programme we’ve seen up 
until now will continue,” a 
Japanese foreign ministry 
official said. 

Economists highlighted 
three problems facing Rus- 
sia — a crunch in public 
finances that could threaten 
Western loans and hard- 
won falls in inflation the 
need to win communist par- 
liamentary backing for a 
new government and, possi- 
bly, the policy ambitions of 
new Kremlin security boss 
Alexander Lebed. 

Mr. Yeltsin's comeback 
from single-digit popularity 
ratings early this year has 
been bought with lavish, if 
vague, promises of new 
spending and a dramatic 
go-slow in tax collection. 

"Ahead lies a fierce clash 
with the very dangerous 
worsening of the economic 
situation and the necessity 
of overcoming a financial 
crisis.” Kremlin economic 


adviser Mikhail Delyagin 
told Interfax News Agency. 

Mr. Yeltsin has already 
had to pay more attention to 
demands to protect Russian 
industries against foreign 
competition and restore 
welfare support for tbe 
needy. 

Alexei Podbeiyozkm, the 
nationalist ideologue 
behind much of Ml 
Z yuganov’s inward-looking 
programme, said’ “(Yeltsin) 
has already taken many of 
our ideas.. Jn this sense we 
have won.” 

Some economists admit 
they are also worried about 
the likely impact which 
Lebed could have on eco- 
nomic policy. 

Mr. Lebed, a reserve gen- 
eral who has never set foot 
outside the forme^Soviet 
Union, wants tougher state 
controls on strategic raw 
materials,_more_pnce con- 
trols and an end to capital 
flight 


Jordanian businessmen sign accord 
with Milano Trade Chamber 


Indian subsidy on petroleum products high even after price hike 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
The Indian government’s 
subsidy on major petroleum 
products will be an estimat- 
ed $2.3 billion despite a 
hefty hike in fuel prices, 
officials said Thursday. 

“There needs to be further 
dismantling of 1 subsidies. 
Petroleum Secretary Vljay 
Kelkar said. ’India should 
move towards free market 
prices" 

Mr. Kelkar said the gov- 
ernment would earn $2.7 
billion in fiscal 1996-97 
ending in March through 
the fuel price bike 
announced Tuesday. New 
Delhi upped prices of petrol 
by 25 per cent and diesel 


and cooking gas by 30 per 
cent each, 

It spared kerosene, which 
is used mainly by the poor. 

Ml Keflcar said the sub- 
sidy on kerosene would 
jump by about $1 million 
to $1.4 billion in 1996-97 
from tbe previous year. 

Mr. Kelkar justified tbe 
price hike, condemned by 
tbe opposition and cham- 
bers of commerce, saying 
the government would have 
suffered a loss of $1.4 bil- 
lion in subsidies if diesel 
prices had not been hiked. 

The government has said 
the price increase was nec- 
essary to pay for further 
imports as the state-run 


Indian Oil Corp., which 
channels all oil purchases, 
was badly strapped for 
funds. 

Indian -trade chambers 
and industry Thursday said 
tbe price, hike Would stroke 
inflation and have a cascad- 
ing effect on essential com- 
modities. 

“It will lead to cost-push 
inflation and have an 
adverse effect on the com- 
petitiveness of domestic 
products in tbe 
international market," said 
the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry. 

The Confederation of 
Indian Industry said the 


decision “was not warrant- 
ed." especially when the 
global prices of petroleum 
products were stable and 
“likely to be rolled back.” 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordanian Businessmen 
Association (JBA) Thurs- 
day signed a joint business 
council agreement with 
the Milano Trade Cham- 
ber. The agreement opens 
new scopes for further eco- 
nomic and investment 
cooperation between the 
private sectors in both Jor- 
dan and Italy as well as 
technology transfer to die 
Kingdom. 

The agreement was 
signed on the Jordanian 
side by JBA President 
Hamdi Tabbaa and on the 
Italian side by Milano 
Trade Chamber ‘President 
G.C. Marquise. 

JBA has signed similar 
agreements with Britain, 
Romania, France, as well 
as Spain. 

On Wednesday, the vis- 
iting Italian delegation met 
with JBA Secretary Tha- 
bet Taber and was briefed 
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on the investment climate 
in the Kingdom and the 
incentives given by tbe 
Jordanian government to 
foreign investors in addi- 
tion to tbe new law for pro- 
moting investments. 

Mr. Taber stressed the 
need to support Jordan’s 


efforts to develop its econ- 
omy through joint' ven- 
tures. Tbe Italian side 
promised to draw up a 
training programme for 
Jordanian cadres and busi- 
nessmen to visit Italy and 
get much more aquaint- 
ed with Italian know-how. 
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Unscramble these four'Jurriblea, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordnary words. 


HYSML 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
fay Henri Arnold end Mike Ai^bion 

^ For bravery above and I 

beyond the call... j 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


THE Daily Crossword by Stanley B. Whitten 



QlHttofta IMi EanfcM. ta 


ONSIE 


HERETT 


INSLUM 


Answer hare : FOR 


wh / He re- 

CEIV EP A MEC*L, 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


ACROSS 
1 Taxi 

5 Light disperser 
10 Major ending 

14 Century plant 

15 Cowboy's show 

16 Picture of 
health? 

17 Facetious 
proposition 

19 Undiluted 

20 Happy 
expression 

21 Affirmative 

22 Beg 

23 Fishhook 
attachment 

25 Bread spread 
27 Solving method 
33 Cheer sound 

35 Gemstone 

36 Shirt section 

37 Naslase of 
tennis 

39 Nasty 

41 Humed 

42 Position 

45 "I — man with 
seven..." 

46 Finale 

49 Self-appointed 
tribunal 

52 DC office 

53 Once more 
55 Cognizant 

58 Ike’s monogram 
61 Loosen the 
stnngs 

63 Yearn 

64 Paul Newman 
film 

66 Comedian 
Johnson 

67 Valleys 

68 Finished 

69 Slip over a 
surface 

1 70 Mixes 
! 7i Scant 

DOWN ■ 

1 Emoters 

2 College grads 

3 Amateur 
yachtsman 

4 German 
astronomer 


F» 12 (3 (4 


Is 6 7 B 9 


110 11 12 113 


‘I didn’t get completely stressed out 
today. My left pinky toe is still in 
a good mood." 


Nbutarda/s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FLORA ROBOT BEMOAN EXOTIC 
Answer Where the diaper expense appeared on their 
budget — ON THE -BOTTOM- LINE 


1 25 126 


30 1 31 1 32 


Peanuts 

ALL Rf6HT # MEN..TR t f TO 
KEEP UP...D0N'T FALL BEHIND 





WE KNOW HOW STRA6SLERS 
ARE CAUGHT BY THE ENEMY 
AND TORTURED.. 





155 156 157 


156 59 60 



Andy Capp 
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5 Snoop 

6 Optimistic 

7 At rest [XO 

8 Spring, e.g. IE |< 

9 Cut the lawn i A 1 1 

10 Searches TCfi 

11 Correct is 

12 Scarletl's home 

13 Observed j-jt; 

18 Sun: pref. 

22 Banana skin r— L 

24 Miter's LEJJ 

segment l°T 

26 Mormons; abbr. JM 

28 Experimental s f > 

place “Tp 

29 Texas shrine A ~ 

30 Redundant ] 

31 Kitchen 
appliance 

32 Foxx 46 "c 

33 Danger n 

34 Can. prov. 47 a 

38 Swallowed 50 Oi 

greedily 51 H; 

40 Calendar abbr. 54 m 

43 Grotto 66 

44 Period of note r » 
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WE'RE SAFE 

y there, 

J mate- Y 


* NO SELF- R ES PE CT ING 
MACH^ WOULD DREAM 
OFPINCMN©AW__> 
Sr CRUMMY job/ ) 
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46 "Ode — 
Nightingale" 

47 Soothsayer 

50 Dated 

51 Haphazard 

54 More pleasant 

55 Expression of 
resignation 


56 Labor 

57 Opponent . 

59 Cold cuts store 

60 Always 

62 Raison cf— 

64 Six pointers: 
abbr, 

65 Curve 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
SATURDAY JULY 6, 
1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) No matter 
whether at the office or 
home today, get busy and 
handle your career activ- 
ities well. Don't allow a 
new contact take you 
away from your tasks 
and do whatever effort 
you roust to be success- 
ful in the days ahead. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to 

May 21) Spruce up your 
appearance early in the 
day today, and then you 
can make a fine impres- 
sion on those you deal 
with and by so doing yon 
will gain the attention of 
someone in authority 
who can be of great help. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Get busy at the 
duties awaiting you at 
home today, and plan 
your time wisely. Try to 
avoid someone who may 
upset you and make your 
life unbearable and you 
can realise some content- 
ment in the days ahead. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Go 
after that information 
you need today and then 
apply yourself seriously 
to get your career activi- 
ties completed This 
evening you can spend 
with your loved ones and 
have a pleasant time with 
them in your home. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Get busy at whatever 
will bring you greater 
abundance today and 
forget that recreation you 
have in mind for you will 
have more important 
activities which will 
need your attention for 
you to be successful in 
the days ahead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You are a 
perfectionist so carry on 
with whatever you have 
in mind today without 
the intervention of your 
loved ones- who have 
their own opinions. Later 
this evening you can 
meet with good friends 
and have a good time. 


LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Get at 
those personal duties and 
they are soon completed 
today and await the 
evening for recreation 
which you will enjoy 
spending with your loved 
ones and close friends 
who will await your 
company. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) State 
what is your desire today 
and your good friends 
can help you attain per- 
sonal desires, which are 
important to you at this 
time. Later tonight you 
can meet with fellow 
associates and proceed 
on some special projecL 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) This is a good day 
today to handle any civic 
or credit matters you 
desire to improve ana be 
clever at this. Later this 
evening will be good for 
you to be out on the town 
with your loved ones and 
have a good time togetb- 

CAPRICORN: (Dec- 

ember 22 to Jan. 20) 
Study into some new 
project today which 
interests you and don’t 
permit a gossipy friend 
to take up your time or 
you will not become suc- 
cessful. This evening you 
will be able to contact 
some bigwig and gain 
his or her advice. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) For- 
get gregariousness for 
today and get busy mak- 
ing collections and pay- 
ing of financial obliga- 
tions which you have 
neglected. Do what your 
mate desires and make 
him or her more affec- 
tionate in the days ahead. 
PISCES: (February 20 
to March 20) Plan time 
today to see what a fel- 
low associate expects of 
you in the days ahead. 
Keep promises made to 
important persons or you 
can find yourself in a sit- 
uation of not being trust- 
ed in whatever are your 
career activities. 


Birthstone of July: 
Ruby — Tiger’s Eye 
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‘Most Jordanian investments are 
in low or non-productive areas 1 


This part was to be the last of a three-part 
coverage of the lecture given by Wasef Az/ur t 
the general manager of the Business Bank. 
But, due to lack of space, the last part win 
appear Sunday, July 7, 1996. 

** THE LECTURER presented to his audience 
an explanation as to why the talk on the streets 
from merchants, farmers, manufacturers, 
employees and unemployed did not agree with 
the view of some people who base their analy- 
sis on absolute figures showing die economy 
growing ai an acceptable level He explained 
that numerical indicators pointing to a large 
percentage of gross domestic product (GDP) 
being directed to investment is not by itself an 
adequate measurement because capital and 
labour productivity were more important stan- 
dards to measure economic growth. 

Mr. Azar said investments in Jordan are char- 
acterised by the following three main aspects: 

1. The high rate of investment in non or low- 
productive areas such as palaces, super deluxe 
bouses and high cost housing schemes. 

2. The high cost of investment in any project 
compared to industrial countries especially due 
to the time length of construction and the trial 
production period. 

3. The extreme low productivity of Jordanian 
workers. 

Mr. Azar elaborated that the last two aspects 
manifested bad investment management and 
reconsideration for time importance. ‘"Tone for 
people in less developed countries is a circle 
and. as such, it always comes back while for 
people in die developed nations time is a 
straight line.... meaning that what goes never 
comes back ” he said. The lecturer disagreed 


with those who call for directing exports to 
Europe and America as alternatives to Arab 
markets. Describing such calls as “grossly 
wrong" he said that the demands should be to 
improve and develop production as well as 
raising its specifications to international stan- 
dards. Also, the emphasis should be on increas- 
ing the volume and types of exports to Arab 
and world markets as well, the Business Bank 
chief added. “In this regard, it is undoubtful 
that Jordan's inability to attract continued and 
higher Arab investments would make it able to 
attract enough foreign investment to achieve 
the aspired development." Mr. Azar said. 

Mr. Azar examined the foreign investment in 
Jordan and indicated that a large portion of it 
was affiliated to investments placed in Israel to 
utilise the marketing capabilities and Israeli 
influence in European markets. He said that 
these investments alone are not and will not be 
efficient and sufficient to the requirements of 
the Jordanian development “Even if it com- 
prised a high percentage of (he Jordanian 
export capability it will place the Kingdom's 
economy as a captive to the will and activity of 
another economy,” the banker said. However, 
he was quick to note that should not be under- 
stood as a call not to benefit of these foreign 
investments but as a warning not to depend on 
them and make them the largest contributor in 
the production process. He stressed that Jorda- 
nians should attract local, Arab and other for- 
eign investments to upgrade the technological 
administrative and marketing capabilities of 
Jordanian manpower to lift our productivity 
and enable local cadres to market the King- 
dom's products directly to outside markets (Al 
Dus tour). 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 shops 8x4 sq.m, with 
a second floor each in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

- An office 150 sq.m, 
with 2 telephone lines in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605, 810609 
Fax: 810520 
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SottpA & Salad* fri* 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 A.M 
TeL 857199 
Fax 898537 

T TmTn Dthai&a 
behind San Rock 
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t- 

.Vpnanrnerus 
in Amman 


For details please caU 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 



Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


FOR RENT 


INDEm GBOBAJtrXQ U FROM 
THE FRENCH SCHOOL 
A NEW FULL FLOOR (300+14 
SQ.) m A 2 STORE VILLA: 
WIDE TERRACE, A MASTER 
BjR WOE WALK-IN CLOSET, 2 
B}Xt. 3 BATHROOMS, FAMUT 
ROOM. SPACIOUS SALON A 
DINING ROOM. LARGE OAR 
KITCHEN. BOUTIN CLOSETS 
ALL OVER THE HOUSE. OWN 
ENTRANCE. CAR PARK. 

BYBLOS REAL ESTATE 

^ TEL 829882/3 ^ 
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Make Car 

Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 




( Interflora Membership ) ’■ 
* Fresh & Dry 1 Flowers 
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10 Sports 

Graf beats Date, meets Sanchez in final 



German number one seed Steffi Graf (right) shakes hands with Japan’s Kimiko Date 
after her victory in their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships 
July 5. The match, carried over from yesterday, was won by Graf 6-2, 2-6, 6-3 
(Reuters photo) 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Defending champion Steffi 
Graf, clearly unwell but 
refusing to be drawn into 
any complaints about her 
physical condition, swept 
into the women's singles 
final at Wimbledon Friday 
when she completed a 6-2, 
2-6, 6-3 victory over 

Japan's Kimiko Date. 

The two players had been 
level-pegging at one set all 
Thursday night when bad 
light stopped play. 

Graf, 27, who is bidding 
for a seventh Wimbledon 
singles crown and who 
nearly dropped out of the 
event because of a knee 
injury, was coughing badly 
on court and admitted 
afterwards that she bad bad 
sinus problems. 

M But after what Mpitina 
said this week. Im not 
going to say anything 
about it" she said, raising a 
smile. 

She was referring to 
Wimbledon legend 


Martina Navratilova who 
accused the world number- 
one of ‘faking' injuries to 
give her an excuse in case 
she was beaten. 

Graf said: “I was serving 
much better today but she 
is always a tough competi- 
tor. My game seems to suit 
her." 

Grafs victory makes 
Saturday's title showdown 
a repeat of last year's final 
since her opponent will 
once again be Arantxa 
Sanchez- Vicario of Spain. 

Sanchez-Vicario defeat- 
ed unseeded and injury-hit 
American Meredith 
McGrath 6-2, 6-1 

Thursday. 

"You can never let up 
against Arantxa," said 
Graf, who recently had to 
go to 10-8 in the third set 
against the Spaniard to win 
the French Open title. 

“Hopefully there will be 
more spectacular tennis 
and it’s going to be another 
great game," said Graf. 


It will be the 35th clash 
between the two old rivals 
— Graf having won 26 of 
their encounters. 

Graf, who will be appear- 
ing in her eighth final, had 
gone off the boil against 
the I3th-seeded Date, who 
beat Graf in the Federation 
Cup earlier this year, after 
leading 6-2, 2-0 late 

Thursday and lost six suc- 
cessive games. 

Friday , Graf was back at 
her best — a heavily sliced 
backhand giving her break 
point in the sixth game 
which she secured when 
Date tamely netted a back- 
hand. 

In the eighth game she 
failed to cooven two match 
points on Date’s serve but 
made no mistake in her 
own service game when j 
she earroff a' third. ! 
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PRIZES FOR YOUNG 
JORDANIAN SCIENTISTS 

''Trying Is Winning" 

Working toward, enhancing scientific manpower In Jordan, prize* for 
young scientists are-now. granted for Jordanians by the Third World 
Academy of Sciences (TWAS) in collaboration with the Royal Scien tific 
Society (RSS). Submission for these prizes Is open till October 1996. 

jThe prize Is awarded every year rotating in one of four fields of pure 
science namely. Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics and 
Physics. 

Young Jordanian scientists are now Invited to apply for the TWAS 
PRIZE which amounts to $2,000. Mathematics will be considered 
In the contest for the prize this year. 

So. If you are a Jordanian, resident in Jordan, and of age not exceeding 
40 years, we will be glad to receive your contribution in the field of 
Mathematics, taking into • consideration that submission is open till 
October 1996. We are - ready to provide you with, any additional 
Information about the rules & mechanism of submission. 


Interested applicants are kindly requested to contact Mrs. 
jjKhayyat Talhouni at the fallowing address: 

The TWAS Unit 
Royal Scientific Society 

P.O.BOX 925819 

I Amman- Jordan 
Fax: 844806 
TeL : 844701 
Tder 21276 RAMAH JO 


Majd 


Biographies of Steffi Graf and Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario who contest the Wimbledon 
women r s final Saturday: 

♦Steffi Graf (Germany) 

Age: 27 
Seeded: One 

Career official prize money: $1 8.2 million 
Singles titles: 19 Grand Slam titles, 99 overall 
Coach: Heinz Gunthardt 
Grand Slam record: Won the Australian Open in 1988, 
1989, 1990, 1994, the Bench Open in 1987, 1988, 1993, 
1995 1996, Wimbledon in 1988, 1989, 1991, 1992, 1993, 
1995 the U.S. Open in 1988. 1989, 1993, 1995. 

Path to final: Beat Ludmila Richterova (Czech Republic) 
6-4 6-1, Nathalie Bandone (Italy) 7-5 6-3. Nicole Arendt 
(U.S.) 6-2 6-1, Martina Hingis (Switzerland) 6-1 6-4. Jana 
Novotna 6-3 6-2, Kimiko Date (Japan) 6-2 2-6 6-3. 

Playing style: Right-handed, athletic. One of the quickest 
and strongest players on tour. Relies heavily on her power- 
ful forehand and a consistent sliced backhand. Has won at 
least one Grand Slam title and at least seven Tour rides in 
every season since 1987. Won last five Grand Slams she 
has entered. 

Personal: Bom in Brnehl, Germany, on June 14, 1969 
began playing at age of four. Height 1.75 metres. Has bad 
turbulent year with father arrested for alleged tax evasion. 
Younger brother Peter is a Formula 3 racing car driver. 
Enjoys pasta, impressionist art, reading and photography. 

♦Arantxa Sanchez Vicario (Spain) 

Age: 24 
Seeded: Four 

Career official prize money: $10.7 million 
Singles tides: three Grand Slam titles, 24 overall 
Coach: David De Miguel Lapiedra 
Grand Slam record: Won the French Open in 1989, 1994, 
U.S. Open in 1994. 

Path to final : Beat Adriana Serra-Zanetti (Italy) 6-3 64, 
Miriam Oremans (Netherlands) 7-5 6-3, Naoko Sawamatsu 
(Japan) 6-4 6-1, Sabine Appelmans (Belgium) 3-6 6-2 6-1, 
Judith Wiesner (Austria) 64 6-0, Meredith McGrath (U.S.) 
6-2 6-1 

Haying style: Right-handed, two-handed backhand. 
Solid aU-round baseline game and excellent mobility 
around court. Gritty and determined player who will never 
surrender before the bitter end. Grass is her least comfort- 
able surface, but she reached final here last year, losing to 
Graf in absorbing three-set match. Renowned for her men- 
tal toughness and consistency. 

Personal: Bom in Barcelona. Spain, on December 18, 
1971. Father Emilio, mother Marisa. Height 1.69 metres. 
Started playing at the age of four. Youngest in family of 
tennis-playing professionals. Elder brothers Emilio and 
Javier compete on men’s tour. Named her two dogs Roland 
and Garros. Enjoys soccer and basketball, listening to the 
Beatles and Phil Collins. 


Boredom rules in the rain 
at Wimbledon 


.riL« dt h .wfc: 

d vLO$jpON.,(^).^ ( Pete 
Sampras, Boris Becker, 
Andre Agassi and Monica 
Seles have departed but 
there is one constant at 
Wimbledon this year — the 
rain. Rustrated players and 
fens have suffered through a 
succession of stop-staxt 
days at the 110th champi- 
onships. On Friday the 
skies clouded over again 
and showers baited the 
opening men's semifinal 
between American pair 
Todd Martin and MaliVai 
Washington. 

Women’s champion Steffi 
Graf had preceded that pair 
on Wimbledon’s Centre 
Court on what would nor- 
mally have been a rest day 
before Saturday's final. The 
top seed had to complete 
her semifinal against 
Japan’s Kimiko Date, held 
over from Thursday 
because of foe wet weather. 

Women’s world No. 9 
have been the toughest she 
has known. “What makes it 
so difficult is the showers 
are so brief and intermit- 
tent," Davenport said, as 
she waited for her doubles 
match to start “It is much 
harder for those involved in 
singles." 

The problem of what to 


••J-ri :.':i fsv : i 

dp when the covers; .have 
been hauled out yet again is 
especially acute for those 
still involved in the battle 
for tennis's top prize. When 
to eat, what to eat and bow 
much when to rest when to 
stretch — each needs to be 
weighed carefully. 

“It’s not easy," said 
Britain's Tim Henman, who 
was beaten by Martin in a 
quarterfinal held over from 
Wednesday and interrupted 
at least four times by rain 
on Thursday. “I feel like 1 
could have won the tourna- 
ment with the amount of 
times I’ve knocked up on 
the court ‘T must have 
knocked up, I don’t know. 
14 or 15 times. I’m quite 
good at that now.” 

Martin said players read, 
chatted and watched televi- 
sion to pass the time. They 
are nice enough to show old 
tennis matches, like from 
1973 Wimbledon," he said. 
But he added said it was 
difficult to avoid the other 
player in the locker-room. 
Tt’s impossible to miss 
your opponent unless you 
are in separate dressing 
rooms. We deal with it 
every week Of the year, so 
it’s nothing Dew.” 


DUTY UNPAID 

CONVERTIBLE CAR FOR SALE 

BMW 320 i, Kuwaiti plate, model 1990, bought from the 
agent in Kuwait Red colour with a black convertible, full 
options, excellent condition. One owner. 

Mileage: 78,000 km. Asking price: $ 12,700. 

For In for mati on call from 8:00 ajn. to IfcOO p.m. 
at 872116 


PASSPORT LOST 

I, Sital Singh (son of Bhajan Singh), Indian national, 
lost my passport No. E304069, issued at Amman- 
Embassy of India. 

If found, please Inform Indian Embassy 
or nearest police station. 


Jordan Times, Saturday, July 6, 1996 


Wimbledon 

Roundup 

. *Stol ten berg upstages 

big-hitting Croat: 

Unheralded Australian 

Jason Stoltenberg remem- 
bers the day compatriot Pat 
Cash won Wimbledon in 
1987. At the same time be 
was losing the junior final 
out on the bade courts. 

On Thursday the country- 
bred Australian upstaged 
world number seven Goran 
Ivanisevic 6-3 7-6 6-7 7-6 in 
a quarter-final to move 
within two matches of 
p ulling off a shock 
Wimbledon triumph of his 
own. 

♦Krajicek spoils 

Sampras's party: 
Dutc hman Richard 

Krajicek, relaxed and free 
of the injuries which bave 
dogged his career, had little 
time for celebration despite 
spoiling Wimbledon cham- 
pion Pete Sampras’s fourth 
of July party Thursday. 

The Rotterdam right-han- 
der, forced to put his big- 
serving game on hold 
overnight after rain 
Wednesday, preferred to 
look ahead after his stun- 
ning 7-5 7-6 64 quarterfi- 
nal victory had ended the 
American’s bid for a fourth 
Wimbledon title. 

♦Henman loss punctures 
English op timis m: 

Normal service was 
resumed in English sport 
Thursday as the euphoria 
generated by the country’s 
recent successes was swept 
away by events at 
Wimbledon and Trent 
Bridge. • : 

Just as-Englanef-s Euro 96- 
challenge failed to survive a 
penalty shoot-out against 
Germany last week, 21- 
year-old Tim Henman 
proved unable to keep the 
country’s dreams alive at 
Wimbledon, going down in 
straight sets to American 
Todd Martin. 


Pete Sampras of the UJ5. sits during a change-over in 
his quarterfinal match against Richard Krajicek of the 
Netherlands at the Wimbledon tennis championships 
July 4. Krajicek won the match 7-5 7-6 64 (Reuters 
photo) 



Astros beat Braves; Phillies overcome Marlins 


ATLANTA (R) — Shane Reynolds came 
within one out of a shutout and Mike 
Simms and Craig Biggio drove in two runs 
each as the Houston Astros took advantage 
of a suddenly vulnerable John Smoltz to 
beat the Atlanta Braves 5-2 on Thursday. 

Reynolds (10-5), who became the third 
10-game winner in the National League, 
lost his shutout when Mike Mordecai deliv- 
ered a two-run single with two out in the 

ninth , 

Smoltz (14-4), untouchable earlier in the 
season, has lost three straight starts after 14 
consecutive wins. He allowed four nms and 
eight bits in four innings. 

Id Montreal, Robert Person and Dave 
Mlicki combined on a six-hitter and Todd 
Hundley hit a two-run homer as the New 
York Mets blanked the Expos 4-0. 

In Pittsburgh, Andy Benes allowed one 
run over seven innings and Brian Jordan 
homered and drove in four runs as the hot 


Sl Louis Cardinals thumped the pirates 7-1. 

In San Diego, Steve Finley homered and 
drove in three runs and Bob Tewksbury 
allowed three runs over six-plus innin gs as 
the Padres beat the San Francisco Giants 8- 
4. 

In Philadelphia, Ron Blazier pitched 2 2/3 
scoreless innings of relief for the win and 
starter curt Schilling's three-run double in 
the third propelled the Phillies to an 8-5 vic- 
tory over the Florida Marlins. 

In Chicago, Eric Anthony and Reggie 
Sanders drove in runs in the third inni ng 
and Mark Portugal, Jeff Shaw and Jeff 
Brantley combined on a seven-hitter as the 
Cincinnati Reds edged the Cubs 2-1. 

In Los Angeles. Delino Deshields and 
Eric Karros each smacked two-run homers 
as the Dodgers whipped the Colorado 
Rockies 9-4. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH NIRSCH 
Neither vulnerable. South denis. 


WEST 

NORTH. 
a Q 10 2 
OQ663 
01098 
* K 75 

EAST 

a 9 6 4 3 

*7 

9J10B 

9AK972 

O K75 

0643 
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AAK.I85 


94 
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*A98 

The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1a Pom 2a Pass 

4a Pan Pan Pan 

Opening lend: Jack of C 
Beware of invulnerable trump 


CONTROL YOURSELF! 

holdings that seemingly cannot be 
subject to pressure Even though 
North-South held the five top 
trumps between the two hnrids. 
South failed to protect agnin«i a 
bid break and paid the price 

Note Norths raise to two spado?. 
That is the action we recommend 
whether North-South are playing 
four- or five-c.ird majors. FirsL. 
opening bid? of one .-podc are usual- 
ly five cords long. Secondly, if you 
don't raise immediately, you will 
hove a job convincing partner you 

hold Lhree trumps headed by two 
honors. South w.h lull value lo o«n* 
tract for game. 

West - opening lead of the jack iff 
hearts held the first trick, and the 
ten of hearts u.is continued, declar- 


er ru fling. When Lust showed out 
«<n the second trump, won in dum- 
my. declarer was in trouble. The 
diamond finesse lost to the king, 
and a heart return sealed declarer's 
fate. If South refrained from ruff- 
ing. East would simply continue 
with a fourth heart and the defense 
would prevail. Try it. 

As the cards lie, declarer could 
have fulfil led the contract by exe- 
cuting a loser-on-loger play at trick 
two Instead of ruffing, declarer 
should discard a dub from hand — 
*i trick that would have to be lost 
anyway. 

Now declarer rufTs the third 
heart, discovers the 4-1 trump 
break and. when the diamond 
finesse loses. Wc3t does not havo 
another heart with which lo force 
declarer. South cun win anv return, . 
draw trumps nn d claim the rest or 
the tricks lomake the game. 
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likinen leads Argent 
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Australia's Jason Sfaritenberg celebrates his quarterfi- 
nal win over Croatian number four seed Goran 
Ivanisevic at Wimbledon . Stoltenberg won the match T 
6-3, 7-6, 6-7, 7-6 (Reuters photo) 
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John Travolta and Gene 
Hackman..in 

Get Shorty 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 





Layla Elwi...in 
Ya Dunya Ya Gharami 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD “1" 

* Abu Al Dahab 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10.30 

CONCORD "2” 

^Specialist 

Show. 6:15, 10:30 

•That Night 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30 







Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 



PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Sports 


‘Gunnell cleared to 
Atlanta Games 

^ ,s * - ”iJ: ; . LONDON (R) — Britain’s Olympic 400 metres hurdles 

1 ; .. ?:•. oianqjion Sauy Gunnell has been told, she should be able 

compete in this month’s Atlanta Olympics despite breaking 

down ai the Lausanne Grand Prix Wednesday night 

A scan on Gunnell’s left foot in Lausanne on Thursday 
revealed an inflame d heel but no bone damage. 

Swiss specialist Roland Biedert said Gunnell’ should rest 
for a week and then resume training. 

a good chance of competing in Atlanta,” he 
said, the next week will show how it turns out” 


Ravanelli swipes at Juventus 








$ MILAN (AFP) — Fabrizio 
Ravanelli vented his bitter- 
ness Friday at being sold by 
Juventus to English pre- 
miership side Middles- 
brough in one of the biggest 
transfer deals in English 
football. 

Ravanelli moved for 
seven million pounds 
($10.5 million ) to the pre- 
miership club and is 
expected to earn 750,000 
pounds a year for four sea- 
sons. 

But there was no mistak- 
ing fee bitterness at being 
axed after four years, just 
when he was hoping to take 
over as team captain from 
Chelsea-bound strike part- 
ner Gianluca Vi alii. 

"Juventus have sold me, 
and I feel sorry for the fens, 
my teammates and for the 
dub. For a Juventus man 
• like myself, it's not easy to 
say goodbye to the fans," 
the 27-year-old Euro *96 
failure said 

‘Yve suffered so much 
for the Juventus jersey. I've 
worked hard, but unfortu- 
nately I have to accept they 
no longer need me. I feel 
like someone who's been 
offloaded, that I’ve become 
one player too many, even 
though I’m in the national 
team." 

He went on: “It’s true I’ve 


received a great deal, but 
I’ve given even more. I 
thought I was one of the 
key players in the team, but 
instead, here I am on the 
transfer market and it’s all 
over. 

“Now, I’m expecting a 
new experience. . Bryan 
Robson and Keith Lamb 
both struck me as kind and 
intelligent, and after hear- 
ing their plans for a top- 
level team I’d like to forget 
fee past 

“But it won’t be easy. In 
England, I'll meet Vialli 
and there will be a great 
dud when Chelsea meet 
Middlesbrough.” 

The issue of fee Jovenms 
captaincy also rankled wife 
the silver-haired striker, 
who has scored 73 goals for 
fee European champions — 
including their god in fee 
European Cup final against 
Aax, which they won on 
penalties. 

“I never thought some- 
thing like this could hap- 
pen,” he said. 

“When Gianluca said he 
was going to England to 
join Rond Gullit I really 
thought Juventus were 
going to make me captain. 
It just shows I really hadn’t 
understood anything.” 


Makinen leads Argentine Rally 
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CORDOBA, Argentina (R) 
-n a'Ffan-Tomm- Makinen 
has strengthened his grip 
on the World Rally Cham- 
pionship, taking a useful 26 
second lead on tire first day 
of the fifth round, fee Rally 
of Argentina. 

“Everything has been 
alright I am surprised to be 
} so much in the lead — and 
we can accelerate a bit 
more,” said Makinen, 
whose Mitsubishi was 
delayed only slightly by a 
steering problem. 

Swede Kenneth Eriksson 
is in second place in fee top 
Subaru after a well-paced 
drive. 

“We will not give up. We 
will chase Tommi all the 
way,” he said. 

Italian Piero Liard moved 
into a solid third place, well 
aware feat his role is to fin- 
ish and score points to pro- 
tea Subaru’s lead in fee 


Manufacturers’ World 
Championship: - ■ 

Carlos Sainz of Spain 
fought back after breaking 
one of fee output shafts, but 
power steering failure dur- 
ing fee last four stages of 
fee day has all but wrecked 
his chances of winning. 

Earlier, world champion 
Colin McRae rolled his 
Subaru during the sixth of 
fee rally’s 28 stages — min- 
utes after mechanics had 
replaced a vital pan of the 
chassis damaged when he 
hit a rock earlier in the day. 
The Scot escaped unhurt, 
but is out of the event. 

Crews face another two 
days and 900 kilometres of 
hard driving in fee hills 
around Cordoba before fee 
finis h on Saturday after- 
noon. 


Unfurnished Ground Floor 
For Rent In Sweifieh 

In a 2-apartment building, newly built with security sys- 
tem and deluxe finishing, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
spacious fiving/dining. Total area: about 300 sq.m. 
Please call TelVFax: 603758 


FOR INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL 621780 
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Greece determined 
to host 2004 Olympics 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan with members of the Kingdom’s national 
taekwondo teams which recently took part in the Asian and Junior World Champi- 
onships (Petra photo) 

Prince Hassan meets national tae kwon do teams 

Jordan takes 2nd place in Junior World Championship 


ATHENS (R) — Greece plans to invest 
billions of dollars in infrastructure pro- 
jects to back its bid for the 2004 Olympic 
Games, instead of relying on its historical 
role as the source of the Games to lay 
claim to tire event. 

“Our file for the bid is almost ready. At 
this point we must prove that Athens is 
capable of hosting fee Olympics, that it 
Ires the people and infrastructure, and 
leave everything else aside,” Yunna 
Angel opoulou, tread of Athens' bidding 
committee told reporters. 

Greece fought hard to stage the centen- 
nial Olympics this year, saying it bad a 
special right as the country where the 
ancient Games originated and where they 
were revived. 

But tire International Olympic Commit- 
tee voted down the bid because of 
Greece’s poor infrastructure and a lack of 


confidence feat Athens could meet fee 
demands of the giant sports festival 
Greece had vowed never to bid for tire 
games ag ain and to shun fee Atlanta cen- 
tennial celebrations but its anger has 
eased and Athens wants fee 2004 
Olympics. 

“The attitude feat the Gaines belong to 
us by right has been abandoned,” 
Angelopoulou said. “I believe we have 
better chances than last time because a 
number of major works are either com- 
pleted or under way.” 

Work oo a new $2J> billion Athens 
international airport and $2.1 billion 
Athens subway system is scheduled to be 
completed by the year 2001 and tire state 
phone company OTE has moved forward 
to digitalise most of its network. 

Athens already has an 80,000-seat 
Olympic stadium. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan Thursday stressed 
fee importance of contin- 
ued training to attain a 
competitive standard and 
secure advanced standings 
in international sports 
championships . 

“It undoubtedly makes 
one feel proud when Jordan 
takes an advanced standing 
at fee international level 
and among countries with 
more experience in such 
sports,” said the Crown 


Prince. 

The Prince's statement 
came at a meeting wife fee 
Kingdom’s national tae 
kwon do teams which 
recently took part in the 
Asian and Junior World 
Championships. 

Jordan's youth team 
earned second place among 
55 countries in the Junior 
World Championship in 
Barcelona. Korea took first 
place while the U.S. was 
third. 

Jordan’s Yaser Abu 
Shu’ayb and Ibrahim Aqil 
took two silver medals in 
the championship. 


On fee other hand , the 
Kingdom’s men’s team fin- 
ished sixth among 13 coun- 
tries at the Asian Champi- 
onship. 

Jordan Tae kw on do Fed- 
eration (JTF) Chairman 
Marwan Abdallat pointed 
out that Jordan’s achieve- 
ments in this sport were 
attributed to perseverance, 
t raining and Prince H&S- 
san’s continued support. 

Mr. Abdallat said that the 
JTF had been given a pre- 
liminary approval to stage 
fee next Junior World 
Championship in Amman. 


Japanese team holds talks with Maradona 


Armstrong abandons Tour de France 


AIX-LES-BAINS, France 
(AFP) — Lance Arm- 
strong, the 1994 world road 
race champion, abandoned 
the Tour de France during 
fee sixth stage Friday. 

Armstrong, involved in a 
fight wife Frenchman 
GiJQes Bouvard on Thurs- 
day’s fifth stage, aban- 
doned complaining of sick- 
ness. vi‘t£i 

The. 24!ryearrolds Ajneri- 
can, twice a stage winner, 
was riding in his final tour 


for Motorola, who are with- 
drawing their sponsorship 
at fee end of fee seasoa 

Eddy Seigneur, the 1995 
French champion, also 
called it a day after 60 Ion 
— his second successive 
abandonment from tbeTour. 

The peloton, cycling in 
very difficult weather con- 
ditions, also lost Italian 
Davide Bramati, fep third 
member of '••^" J f*anana 
team to abandon since' Sat- 
urday, and another French- 


man Frederic Ponder; team- 
mate of Cyril Saugrain win- 
ner of Wednesday’s fourth 
stage. 

Earlier Italian Gian Mat- 
teo Fagnini, teammate of 
sprint king Mario Cipollini, 
had not started tire stage 
because of a broken collar- 
bone and Alexander 
Goncbenko of Russia bad 

of fee original 198 starters 
still in the Tour. 


TOKYO (R) — A Japanese soccer team 
said Friday that it is holding talks wife for- 
mer Argentine captain Diego Maradona, 
but has not signed a contract and is doubt- 
ful he cm get a Japanese visa because of a 
drug arrest 

A spokesman for Japan Football League 
side Tosu Futures said Friday feat fee team 
wants to sign the 35-year-old midfielder if 
Tokyo authorities will grant him a visa. 

“We would definitely think about signing 
him if he expressed interest in coming to 
Japan,” team spokesman Keizo Kato said 
by telephone from Saga in Kyushu, Japan’s 
sou thernmo st main island. 

“Under the current Japanese rules, how- 
ever, it is virtually impossible for him to get 
a visa,” be said. 

Japanese authorities haired Maradona, 
currently wife Argentine side Boca Juniors, 
from playing in a warm-up march in Japan 
before tire 1994 World Cup finals because 


of cases pending involving the use of 
cocaine. 

Maradona’s manager Guillermo Coppola 
was quoted by Argentina’s state-owned 
Tel am news agency as saying Thursday that 
fee player was set to sign a $20 million 
two-year contract wife a Japanese club 
within tire next few days. The Japanese 
Club was not nam ed. 

A spokeswoman for the JFL, regarded as 
a “second division” of Japan’s four-year- 
old professional JJLeague, said do other 
team bad reported signing Maradona. 

If he is granted a visa, Maradona would 
join the club in August fee report said 

Maradona's younger brother, Hugo, plays 
forAvispa Fukuoka in J League. 

Japan’s policy of denying visas to indi- 
viduals wife records of arrests for drugs 
offences has prevented some top foreign 
rock musicians from touring fee country. 


Ronaldo’s price tag set at $20m 

ROTTERDAM (R) — Former European champions PSV Eindhoven have put a price tag 
of $20 million on their young Brazilian striker Ronaldo. Dutch newspapers said Friday. 

Ronaldo, who is reported to have said be would be interested in playing for Spanish club 
Barcelona, is under contract to the Dutch Cup holders until July 199S. 

“Ronaldo still has a contract but everybody has a price,” PSV treasurer Harry VaoRaay 
was quoted as saying. ..... ■ > ■ ^ 

_ .Ronaldo, 1 9, Is c urrently wife tire Brazilian national team preparing for tire Olympic 
Games in Atlanta. 
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Consists of two bedrooms, one living room.one 
playroom, one balcony, two luxurious bathrooms, 
reception area with marble floors, spacious terrace, 
telephone line, superb finishing. 
Location: nicest area in Abdoun 


Government of Jordan 
Invitation for Expression of Interest 

Jordan Investment Corporation (JIC) and Jordan 
Export Development and Commercial Centers Cor- 
poration are planning to establish (set-up) a Jordan- 
ian fair under the name “Jordan International Fair”. 
The main objective for establishing this Fair is to pro- 
vide facilities to accommodate local, regional and 
international exhibitions that take place in Jordan. In 
addition facilities would be provided for delivering 
lectures, conducting meetings...eta 
The site for the Fair has been Chosen 10 km South- 
West of Amman, close to the highway leading to 
Queen Alia International Airport The 230,000 sq.m. 
site is already provided with the required infrastruc- 1 
ture (water, electricity, roads and telephone lines). 

It is proposed that the Fair facilities would include 
the following: 

* Exhibition Halls. 

* Meeting Rooms. 

* Storage Rooms. 

* Fast Food Restaurants. 

* Rest Rooms. , 

* Car Parking. 

This project is based on a Build, Own and Operate 
or Build, own and transfer approach. 

As such, companies with experience in setting-up, 
holding and operating similar ventures are cordially 
invited to submit their expressions of interest, along 
with a profile of the company’s experience in similar 
projects, not later than July 30, 1996 to: 

Eng. M. Batayneh 

Director General 

Jordan Investment Corporation 

P.O. Box 3294 

Amman-Jordan 

Fax. NO. 962 6 816915 


Popular Myth: 

It’d good to be 
“Fashionably Late 





At Rihanl gentlemen 's clothing 
establishments, we have our 
eyes on the latest fashions and 
newest materials. How? We 
simply attend and place our 
orders at the biggest European 
fashion shows one year in 
advance. 

How many local 
manufacturers do this? 

Not many ... In fact, just one, 
Rihanl 

We can never be accused of 
being fashionably late l 


RIHANI Rainbow Street Gardens 
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Turkish press accuses 
coalition of begging, 
borrowing, buying votes 


Jordan Times, Saturday, July 6, 1996 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Members of Turkey's 
unlikely coalition and its 
opposition are offering huge 
bribes to undecided 
deputies in a desperate bid 
to influence Monday's con- 
fidence vote, the Turkish 
press reported. 

Necmeitin Erbakan, 
leader of the pro-Islamic 
Welfare Party, became the 
new Turkish prime minister 
last week after forming a 
partnership with former 
premier Tansu Ciller, a con- 
servative. 

But the alliance, which 
sparked outrage among 
some of Ciller's True Path 
deputies, will fail unless it 
obtains a vote of confidence 
from parliament. 

Turkish newspapers 
reported that the coalition 
and its opponents were 
engaged in a veritable auc- 
tion To win over deputies in 
the days leading up to the 
vote, offering bribes rang- 
ing from one million to 35 
million dollars. 

The result may hang on a 
few votes from one of the 
smallest parties in parlia- 
ment, the Islamic 
Nationalist Grand Union 
i.BBP). 

With only seven seats, the 
Grand Union was aware 
enough of its influence to 
demand a role in the coali- 


tion in exchange for its sup- 
port. 

Ms. Ciller and Mr. 
Erbakan have accepted 
these conditions, the daily 

Yeni Yuzyil newspaper 
reported, offering the Grand 
Union two 

ministerial posts if it votes 
in favor of the coalition. 

The Grand Union, bom in 
1992 of a split in the 
extreme-right Nationalist 
Action Party, entered parlia- 
ment thanks to an electoral 
accord with the Motherland 
Party. 

Its leader. Muhsin 
Yazicioglu. promised its 
support to the Welfare Party 
when Mr. Erbakan began 
his bid for a coalition. 

But Yazicioglu objects to 
the alliance because it 
apparently cancels out cor- 
ruption charges against Ms. 
Ciller. The Welfare Party 
launched a parliamentary 
inquiry in June against Ms. 
Ciller. accusing her 
ofirregularities and corrup- 
tion when she was prime 
minister between June 1993 
and March 1996. 

Since Ms. Ciller began 
negotiating with 

Mr.Erbakan on June 13. 
eight True Path deputies 
have resigned. 

Several others have said 
they will deny a confidence 
vote to the coalition because 


Ms. Ciller betrayed her 
party and Turkey’s “secular 
state" for personal gain. 
Modem Turkey, founded on 
secular, pro- Western poli- 
cies in 1923. now has its 
first Islamic leader. 

With the resignations the 
Tue Path Party has fallen 
from second to third place 
in parliament, behind the 
Welfare Party, which has 
158 seats, and the centre- 
right Motherland Party of 
Mesut Yilmaz, with 131 
seats. 

But this week two 
deputies defected from 
other parties to support Ms. 
Ciller. One came from the 
Motherland Party, the other 
from Bulsnt Ecevit’s 
Nationalist Democratic Left 
Party. 

Ms. Ciller said Thursday 
that deputies may continue 
to switch alliances prior to 
rhe vote. 

To win the confidence 
vote, the government needs 
an absolute majority among 
deputies present on 
Monday. 

The Yeni Yuzyil and 
Sabah newspapers, which 
have published daily tables 
predicting the results, antic- 
ipate that the coalition will 
scrape through with a confi- 
dence vote. 


Another 
nanny steps 
forward to 
add to 
Netanyahu’s 
woes 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — A second 
nanny who worked for the 
Netanyahu family came for- 
ward to tdl her story on Friday 
as the prime minister's wife 
waded in to the “Nannycate" 
row gripping Israel for the past 
week. 

Heidi Ben Yair. a 22-year-old 
student, told the daily Yediot 
Aharonot of her ■'nightmare” at 
the prime ministerial home, 
five days after the sacking of 
family nanny Tanya Shaw 
sparked an unprecedented press 
frenzy here. 

"I worked a week for Mrs. 
Sarah Netanyahu. It was a 
nightmare. She treated me very 
badly and was obsessed by 
cleanliness," Ms. Ben Yair 
said."She shouted all the time 
and was ne\er satisfied. 5he 
screamed if I touched her chil- 
dren without cleaning m> 
hands first." 

"Nunns gale." as it is known 
here, has hogged the front 
pages since Ms. Shaw first 
accused the Netanyahu family- 
on Monday of sacking her for 
letting a pan of soup boil over. 

Sarah Netanyahu, who 
emerges as the chief villain in 
both nannies' stories, hit back 
Friday claiming she is the vic- 
tim of a hale campaign. 

"Before, the press attacked 
ms husband and now it has 
launched a hate campaign 
against me. How can people 
seriously believe I don't love 
my children and 1 kiss them 
only in front of the cameras?" 
she told the Yediot Aharonot in 
a two-page interview. 

“How can you give credit to 
malicious gossip put about by a 
bitter nanny'.’" 

She painted a happy picture 
of their family life with sons 
Yair. four, and Avner. IS 
months, contrary to the image 
of distant parents painted by the 
two nannies. “My husband tries 
to be with our two sons. We like 
to play with them in the garden 
and we go out together." she 
said. Sarah Netanyahu, 37, a 
former air stewardness. has just 
completed a masters degree in 
child psychology at the Hebrew 
Univpity j n Jerusalem. 

“Bibi" Netanyahu, Israel's 
youngest prime minister and its 
most American in style, gave 
the press unprecedented access 
to his private life both before 
and aftCT his May 29 election, 
which now appears to be back- 
firing. 


Sudan government 
dismissive of recent 
rebel operations 


KHARTOUM fR) — The 
Sudanese government has 
dismissed as futile recent 
operations by Sudanese 
opposition forces close to 
the Eritrean border. 

Vice-President George 
Kongor Arop told a public 
meeting in the area on 
Thursday that the opposi- 
tion would never succeed 
and Sudan knew how to 
fight off any attacks from 
Eritrea. 

“They will never achieve 
their goal of coming to 
power. No quarter abroad is 
capable of imposing its will 
on the Sudanese people 
even if it employs all neigh- 
bouring countries." said 
police Major-General Arop. 
quoted in the independent 
newspaper A1 Rai AJ Akhar 
on Friday. 

The Eritrean government 


lets Sudanese rebels train 
inside its territory and 
Sudan says some of the 
rebels have crossed the bor- 
der to plant landmines. 

Two Sudanese soldiers 
were killed and three 
injured when a landmine 
blew up their vehicle in 
Kossala state last Saturday. 

Maj.-Gen. Arop, speaking 
in Kassala state, said: “The 
Sudanese people are capa- 
ble of replying to any 
attacks whatever the 
source... whether they come 
from the south or the east" 

“Sudan cannot be the 
enemy of the Eritrean peo- 
ple — the Sudan that strug- 
gled writh die Eritrean peo- 
ple for the whole of 30 
years until (Eritrean) inde- 
pendence." die independent 
newspaper Akhbar A1 Youm 
quoted him as saying. 



PALESTINIAN ARGUES WITH BORDER POLICEMAN IN JERUSALEM: A Palestinian man (left) argues with 
an Israeli border policeman during an identity check inside the Old City Friday. The man complained about hav- 
ing to produce his documents for the policeman shortly after being searched by another police patrol further inside 
the Old City's Arab market (Reuters photo) 

Hebron at boiling point, says mayor 


HEBRON. West Bank 
(AFP) — Hebron is at boil- 
ing point because of the 
Israeli government’s delay 
in pulling troops out of the 
West Bank town. Mayor 
Mustafa Natshe said Friday. 

‘The situation is becom- 
ing increasingly difficult to 
control," Mr. Natshe told 
AFP. “The patience of 
inhabitants is at breaking 
point." 

Palestinian youths hurled 
empty bottles at an Israeli 
army patrol in the town 
Friday m a clash reminicent 


of the intifada or uprising 
against Israeli occupation 
from 1987 to 1994. 

A soldier was slightly 
wounded and the army 
briefly detained a nine-year- 
old boy. 

“The situation is tense." 
said Oyvino Tuvdes, one of 
the Norwegian observers 
sent to monitor Hebron 
ahead of an Israeli with- 
drawal. 

Hebron, where 400 mili- 
tant Jewish settlers live 
among 120,000 

Palestinians, is the only 


major West Bank town still 
under Israeli occupation. 

Under the Israeli- 
Palestinian autonomy 
agreements, the Jewish state 
was to pull its troops out of 
four-fifths of the town by 
March 28, but former Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres 
postponed the pullback after 
a wave of Islamic suicide 
bombings in Israel. 

His rightwing successor, 
Benyamin Netanyahu, says 
he is still studying the issue. 

Palestinian activists dis- 
tributed a series of leaflets 


last week calling on Arabs 
to make next Tuesday “the 
start of a new intifada" if 
Mr. Netanyahu does not 
take a decision beforehand. 

The Israeli leader is meet- 
ing U.S. President Bill 
Clinton in Washington the 
same day. 

Inhabitants, who are also 
hit by an Israeli closure of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, complain that the 
army has increased its pres- 
ence in the past two weeks. 


Syria: Netanyahu ‘exploiting’ U.S. elections 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria 
said on Friday Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu was taking 
advantage of the upcoming 
U.S. elections to press 
President BUI Clinton into 
adopting positions that 
serve Israel’s hardline poli- 
cies. 

The official A1 Thawra 
newspaper urged the 

Clinton administration not 
to submit to pressure and 
fears of losing Jewish vot- 
ers in the November presi- 
dential election and try to 
force Mr. Netanyahu to 
accept trading land for 
peace. 

The newly elected Mr. 
Netanyahu is preparing for 
his first visit to the United 


States as prime minister 
next week to discuss ties 
and the Middle East peace 
talks. 

“The ugly exploitation of 
the American presidential 
elections and the attempts 
to blackmail the American 
position to the extreme to 
serve the Israeli interests 
and its aggressive and 
expansionist 
policy.-.should not force, 
under any circumstances, 
the (.U.S.) administra- 
tion...to submit to the pres- 
sures of the Zionist 
lobby..." A1 Thawra said. 

It said Washington, which 
renewed its commitment to 
the land-for-peace policy, 
should not “fall short of 
adopting the proper stand 


that sponsors.-.putting the 
peace process back on the 
correct track". 

“The new Israeli defiance 
which exceeded all limits 
in extremism and obstina- 
cy, could not have been so 
flagrant if the U.S. stand 
was not so loose and sup- 
portive and also if the U.S. 
had took a decisive posi- 
tion that would match its 
role as a sponsor of the 
peace,” AJ Thawra said. 

Addressing Israel’s secu- 
rity concerns. Mr. 
Netanyahu promised to 
maintain sovereignty over 
the Golan Heights, cap- 
tured from Syria in the 
1967 Middle East war. and 
declared his opposition to 
giving up Ian- for- peace. 


A1 Thawra said Mr. 
Netanyahu's policies “was 
an attempt to impose the 
law of the jungle and 
destroy the peace process 
completely in an unprece- 
dented way in history by... 
seeking to cancel the Arab 
presence...which would 
lead to explosions, tension 
and wars". 

Syrian-Israeli peace talks, 
which opened in 1991, are 
deadlocked over the Golan, 
security arrangements and 
peace-time ties. 

“We assure again that 
peace could no longer bear 
manoeuvres and it is 
impossible to be reached if 
the land was not returned 
fully to its owners." AJ 
Thawra said. 


‘U.S. freezing of Iranian assets a breach of trust’ 


TEHRAN (.AFP) — Iranian 
President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani on 
Friday accused the United 
States of a “breach of trust" 
o^er the 16-year freeze of 
Iranian assets and military 
equipment. 

■This historic crime com- 
mitted by the United States 
against Iran will end up 
being judged and con- 
demned." said the Iranian 
head of state in a speech at 
Tehran University before 
weekly prayers. 

He said “no argument can 
explain this injustice and 
this abuse of trust bv the 


United States against our 
country." 

The U.S. government 
seized all Iranian assets in 
the United States in 19S0 
after the seige of the U.S. 
embassy in Tehran which 
followed the Islamic revolu- 
tion in 1979. It also held 
onto military equipment 
that had been ordered, was 
undergoing repairs or was 
being tested at the time. The 
two countries have not had 
diplomatic ties since 1980. 

Iran estimates the total 
value of frozen assets at $ 10 
billion. 

Mr. Rafsanjani. speaking 


on the anniversary of the 
U.S. decision. said 
Washington was still carry- 
ing on its policy of pres- 
surising Iron, but added that 
“fortunately this policy has 
failed because the close 
partners of the United States 
arc not ready to follow it" 

On numerous occasions 
Tehran has called on 
Washington to un-freeze its 
assets as a first goodwill 
step on the road to the nor- 
malisation of relations 
between the two countries. 

The issue of the frozen 
assets is now in the hands of 
an international tribunal at 


the Hague. 

The United States has 
imposed a total economic 
and commercial embargo 
on Iran since June 1995 and 
is trying to convince its 
Western partners to break 
off all commercial relations 
with the Islamic state. 

But many European coun- 
tries have preferred to carry 
on a “critical dialogue” with 
Tehran rather than end all 
ties, a move which has 
angered Washington. 

Iran is regularly accused 
by the White House of insti- 
gating and supporting ter- 
rorism around the world. 


Peres: New government’s policies 
threaten Middle East stability 


TEL AVIV lAP) — If Israel’s 
new right-wing government 
persists in its refusal to with- 
draw from the Golan Heights, 
instability' in the Middle East 
will increase, former Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres said in 
an interview published Friday. 

“Our relations with Syria 
will deteriorate ... Syria will 
put pressure on the entire Arab 
World and will pull Egyptian 
policy' more over to its side," 
Mr. Peres told the newspaper 
Yediot Ahronot. 

“There will be major prob- 
lems in Lebanon and Syria 
will also put pressure on’ the 
Palestinians. The Palestinian 
Authority is a partner in 
peace, but under it there is a 


terrorist group that does not 
obey it and is nourished by the 
opposition to the peace 
process" 

Asked if he foresaw a new 
Middle East war. Mr. Peres 
said terrorism and non-con- 
ventiona! weapons pose a 
greater threat. 

"Damage can be caused 
without a war." he said. “We 
have seen what a few suicide 
bombers and a network of 
ground-to-ground missiles 
can do." 

Mr. Peres was defeated by 
Benyamin Netanyahu by less 
than 1 per cent of the vote in 
Israel’s May 29 election, seen 
by’ many as a referendum on 
peace, Mr. Netanyahu 


promised to slow down the 
pace of peace and put more 
emphasis on security. 

Mr. Peres maintained that 
the Islamic militant group 
Hamas cost him the election 
by carrying out four suicide 
bomb attacks in which 59 vic- 
tims were killed. The cam- 
paign by Mr. Netanyahu’s 
Likud Puny capitalised on the 
fear spread by those attacks. 

‘The hardest blow* was tire 
four terrorist attacks, and in 
the wake of them the fear that 
the Likud tried to spread," Mr. 
Peres said. “Don’t forget that 
before the attacks I had a 16 
percent lead. 

""There is no doubt that the 
results of the election are a 


victory for the Hamas and the 
Hizbollah," he said, referring 
to the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah militants fighting 
Israel in southern Lebanon. 

Mr. Peres also criticised the 
interference of ultra-orthodox 
rabbis in the election cam- 
paign. 

“With all due respect to rab- 
bis, I'm not sure that rabbis 
should be celling us exactly 
what to do in the nuclear era." 
he said 

But Mr. Peres said he was 
sure Israelis want peace. 

'The people want peace, but 
the vast majority don’t want to 
pay the price of peace," he 
said. “People are afraid to 
leave the wheelchair." 


France freezes former 
Qatari emir’s assets 


PARIS (R) — France has 
frozen the assets of the for- 
mer emir of Qatar, ousted 
by his son last year in a 
bloodless coup, at the 
request of the government 
in Doha. presidential 
spokeswoman Catherine 
Colonna said on Thursday. 

Ms. Colonna told 
reporters that Paris had 
received a request for legal 
assistance from the Qatari 
government and had passed 
it on to the French justice 
authorities. 

“It has been carried out os 
far as I am aware. That is a 
matter for the justice 
authorities." she said. She 
said she did not know how 
much money or property 
was involved. 

President Jacques Chirac 


is due to pay a three-hour 
official visit to Qatar, a 
major purchaser of French 
arms, next Monday. 

Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifa AJ Thani ousted his 
father while the old emir 
was on holiday in 
Switzerland in June 1995. 

The former emir. Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Hamad AI 
Thani, who has vowed to 
recapture the throne, left the 
United Arab Emirates for 
London last week. 

There have been persis- 
tent reports that a former 
French security official, 
who now runs a private 
security firm, has been 
working for Sheikh Khalifa, 
causing some embarrass- 
ment for Paris, diplomats 
said. 


Israeli navy intercepts 
swimmer near Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — The Israeli navy has 
intercepted a man who tried to swim across the Egyptian 
border off the Gaza Strip, a military spokesman said on 
Thursday. The spokesman, declining to identify the man 
or disclose his destination, said he was detained late at 
night on June 26 by anlsraeli coastal patrol boat in the 
Mediterranean and was still being interrogated. Under its 
1993 peace deal with the PLO, the Israeli navy patrols off 
Gaza as part of Israel's overall control of the internation- 
al borders of the Palestinian self-rule area. 



China revives 
‘panda diplomacy 1 

BEIJING (R) — China will 
lend a pair of its closely 
guarded and sex-shy giant 
pandas to the U.S. San 
Diego Zoo for a breeding 
research programme, the 
Xinhua News Agency said 
Thursday. Beijing had 
approved an application by 
the China Wildlife Conser- 
vation Association to send 
the pair on a long-term 
reproduction research pro- 
gramme to the United 
States, Xinhua said China 
has also agreed to a request 
from the United States to 
allow the pandas to visit 
Atlanta for three months on 
their way to San Diego, 
Xinhua said It was not yet 
clear whether the giant 
pandas would arrive in 
Atlanta in time for the sum- 
mer Olympic Games. In- 
ternational cooperation in 
breeding research on 1 en- 
dangered species in China, 
including the giant panda, 
was of great significance, 
Xinhua quoted experts as 
saying. 

Pants a hot issue 
as Hong Kong 
skirts with equality 

HONG KONG (R) — 
Hong Kong's newly-com- 
missioned anti-discrimina- 
tion watchdog has raised 
hackles in the British co- 
lony by drafting a proposal 
which would allow emp- 
loyers to force female staff 
to wear skirts to work. The 
South China Morning Post 
newspaper said Friday 
drafters of a new equal 
opportunities commission 
code argue their reasoning 
is simple — men can only 
wear trousers to work. Just 
weeks after an outcry 
which forced a local securi- 
ties house to drop a rule 
fining women for wearing 
trousers to the office, a 37- 
page draft obtained by the 
newspaper concluded emp- 
loyers had the right to con- 
trol the personal appear- 
ance of employees. “For 
example, a male food store 
assistant could be justifi- 
ably dismissed due to the 
length of his hair if this 
broke rules for the appear- 
ance of male staff," the 
paper quoted the draft as 
saying. “Similarly, female 
employees of a bookshop 
who are not allowed to 
wear trousers when work- 
ing with the public have no 
legal basis to object., be- 
cause men do not have the 
choice of wearing trousers 
or a skirt." 

Dad to sue over 
coma birth of his 
son 

LONDON (R) — The fa- 
ther of a baby boy who was 
born while his mother was 
in a coma said he is plan- 
ning to sue a British hospi- 
tal because it ignored his 
wishes to let his girlfriend 
die with dignity. Doctors at 
Southampton General Hos- 
pital in southern England 
did not follow the instruc- 
tions of Steven Davies who 
wanted them to switch off 
the life support of Sarah 
Mapes after she lapsed into 
a coma with a blood clot on 
the brain when she was six 
months pregnant. Instead 
they followed the direc- 
tions of her parents, and 
legal guardians, who said 
she should be kept alive to 
give her unborn baby a 
greater chance of survival 
Mapes, 22, gave birth to 
her son Jack, born by cae- 
sarean section, six months 
ago. She died four days 
later without regaining 
consciousness. “I love Jack 
more and more each day 
but I can never forget bow 
and why he is here. I want 
to take the hospital to court 
over the moral issue, not 
for compensation," Mr. 
Davies told the Daily Mail 
newspaper. “It is not that I 
wanted to see the baby 
dead, but I didn’t want 
Sarah kept alive in that 
awful, degrading way." 
Although davies has legal 
custody of the child, the 
decision on whether or not 
his girlfriend should have 
been kept alive was up to 
her parents. 
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